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GOVERNOR O’MALLEY, BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS APPROVE 

THE PURCHASE OF 100 HYBRID DIESEL ELECTRIC TRANSIT BUSES

Effort underscores Governor’s commitment to a cleaner environment and more efficient transit service

ANNAPOLIS, MD (January 28, 2009) – Governor Martin O’Malley today announced the Board of Public Works approval of $62,380,527 for the purchase one hundred (100) Hybrid Diesel Electric transit buses for the Maryland Transit Administration (MTA).  In 2008, the Governor announced that the MTA would purchase only hybrid-electric powered buses as older models are retired from service.  As a result of the Governor’s directive, up to 500 hybrid-electric powered buses will be in daily operation by 2014.  The aggressive move toward hybrid buses is consistent with the O’Malley-Brown Administration’s Smart, Green and Growing initiative designed to achieve a more sustainable future.

“Today, we continue our progress toward creating a cleaner environment in Maryland and providing better air quality for our children and future generations,” said Governor O’Malley.  “The purchase of the additional hybrids accelerates the MTA’s transition to a fleet where the buses that serve the Baltimore region will be cleaner, quieter, more fuel efficient and more reliable.” 

The new buses are manufactured by New Flyer of America, Inc.  In tests comparing hybrid buses to diesel buses, hybrids use 20 percent less fuel and are up to 50 percent quieter.  Hybrids have proved to be twice as reliable as diesels, logging 6,200 miles between service calls compared to every 3,300 miles for diesel models.  The new buses feature ergonomic passenger seating, an advanced video surveillance system, wider exit doors, LED lighting, and tip-in windows for improved air circulation and passenger safety. The first of these new hybrid buses will be on the street by mid-2009.  MTA has requested bids for the balance of the hybrid buses that will be purchased by 2014.   

“Governor O’Malley’s support sends a clear message that our State is taking bold steps to protect our environment and improve transit infrastructure,” said Transportation Secretary John D. Porcari.  “Public transit and environmental stewardship are not mutually exclusive.  Maryland’s efforts in the area of public transit are helping to improve air quality, protect the Bay and preserve our quality of life.  The move toward a hybrid bus fleet demonstrates the MTA embraces that responsibility.”

Introduced by Governor O’Malley in October 2008, Maryland’s Smart, Green & Growing initiative was created to strengthen the state’s leadership role in fostering smarter, more sustainable growth and inspire action among all Marylanders to achieve a more sustainable future. The Initiative brings together state agencies, local governments, businesses and citizens to create more livable communities, improve transportation options, reduce the state’s carbon footprint, support resource based industry, invest in green technologies, preserve valuable resource lands and restore the health of the Chesapeake Bay.
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