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Maryland Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee 
August Meeting Minutes 
Friday, August 10, 2012 

Maryland Department of Transportation 
Hanover, Maryland 

 
 
Members Present       Members Absent 
 
Steve Carr        Dick Cushwa 
Robert Gaston        Beverly J. Malone 
Scott Hansen        Kevin Racine 
Greg Hinchliffe       Marci Ross 
Michael Mason       Jeff Springer 
(Michael Jackson for) Darrell Mobley    Michael Tagliaferri  
Erin Penniston        Jennifer Terrasa 
Carl Rebele        James G. Titus 
Fred Shaffer        Cari Watrous 
Patrick Sheehan        
Carol Silldorff 
Jim Swift 
John Z. Wetmore 
Michael Jackson (staff) 
 
Visitors Present 
 
Rocco Aiello, Saint Mary’s County Public Schools 
 
Chairperson Jim Swift called the meeting to order at 9:30 AM 
 
1.    Approval of the June meeting minutes 
 
Greg Hinchliffe moved to approve the June meeting minutes and Michael Mason 
seconded this motion. The June meeting minutes were unanamously approved.  
 
2.    Subcommittee Reports 
 
A.    Commuting and Transportation – C&T Subcommittee Chair Jeff Springer submitted 
a written report that was previously distributed to the members. One of the items the 
C&T subcommittee report referenced a $2 million grant award from the Federal Highway 
Administration for the construction and 5 years of maintenance and operations of a 1.8 
mile section of the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal Recreational Trail between 
Chesapeake City and the Delaware state line. Steve Carr wondered if the grant award 
amount was excessive given that an existing maintenance roadway is already in place.  
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B.    Education and Awareness – Interim E&A Subcommittee Chair Jim Swift submitted 
a written report that was previously distributed to the members. Erin Penniston 
distributed handouts from the Center for Disease Control regarding walking statistics. 
Scott Hansen stated he was working on a buffer analyis regarding pedestrian comfort 
levels along selected segments of major roadways in Maryland. Jim Swift noted that 
Beverly Malone has agreed to take over as E&A Subcommittee chair as of August. She 
was unable to attend this meeting due to a scheduling conflict.  
 
Michael Mason distributed information announcing that the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration had awarded the American Association of Physical Activity and 
Recreation a $324,000 grant to create, implement and evaluate a national bicycle safety 
curriculum. This curriculum would be designed to teach bicycling to children from K-12th 
grade and to children attending recreation centers. 
 
C.    Legislative & Government Affairs – Patrick Sheehan asked if the Maryland Bicycle 
and Pedestrian Advisory Committee (MBPAC) can have a presentation regarding the 
provisions of the new federal highway reauthorization law, MAP-21 at the October 
MBPAC meeting. Carol Silldorff said the League of American Bicyclists will hold a 
webinar on this topic. Steve said he would forward information on this webinar to 
committee members. He also stated that Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 
Secretary John Griffin intends to ask Maryland Department of Transportation Acting 
Secretary Darrell Mobley to support retention of the Recreational Trails Program (RTP). 
Under MAP-21 states can choose to “opt-out” from the RTP. Robert Gaston moved and 
Carol seconded his motion that MDOT maintain support of the RTP.  
 
Jim Titus emailed members previously announcing his willingness to draft a letter to the 
Maryland Attorney General on behalf of MBPAC seeking a legal opinion regarding 
whether existing law already provides the benefits that were proposed by failed bill HB 
1395. However Jim stated that the Maryland Attorney General will only answer one 
question and that MBPAC members will have to decide which one of two questions they 
would like Jim to ask of the Attorney General. A subcommittee meeting will be 
scheduled to address this question.  
 
D.    Tourism and Product Development – T&PD Subcommittee Chair Dick Cushwa 
submitted a written report that was previously distributed to the members. Carl Rebele 
discussed a proposal by an organization named Garrett Trails, to build a recreational trails 
network around the Eastern Continental Divide (ECD) in Garrett County. The purpose 
would be to promote tourism, recreation and awareness of the ECD. He would like SHA 
to post signs on roadways where they cross the ECD announcing the presence of this 
feature. Steve discussed a number of DNR intitiatives including that department’s plans 
to hire the International Mountain Bicycling Association to develop a series of loop 
mountain bicycle trails in western Maryland.  
 
3.    Resolution Introduction Proposals  
 



3 
 

Michael Jackson requested that the L&GA Subcommittee consider changes in MBPAC 
policy regarding the way resolutions are introduced. He would like advance notice 
whenever possible, particular when a proposed resolution affects MDOT. Patrick agreed 
to take this matter up at an upcoming L&GA subcommittee meeting.  
 
4.    Electronic Voting Proposals 
 
Michael Jackson also requested that the L&GA Subcommittee evaluate what constitutes a 
majority electronic vote, particularly the impact of votes of abstention. It was noted that 
the vast majority of formal votes regarding MBPAC positions are cast by citizen 
members because agency representatives usually refrain from voting. Agency 
representatives generally abstain because they don’t know what their Department’s 
position is on a particular matter. Michael wondered if the lack of input from agency 
representatives is consistent with legislative intent given that State law mandates agency 
representatives from nine State agenies. Patrick also agreed to take this matter up at an 
upcoming L&GA subcommittee meeting.  
 
5.    Saint Mary’s County Corollary Sports Program 
 
Mr. Rocco Aiello, a physical education instructor with the Saint Mary’s County public 
schools, gave a presentation on that school system’s efforts to promote participation in 
sports by students with disabilities. This program is intended to ensure that access to 
sports is provided to all students, rather than just to students without disabilities. 
Activities include bike clinics and participation in the US Paraolympics programs. Jim 
Swift noted that Mr Aiello had received the National Adaptive Physical Education 
Teacher of the Year award for his efforts in promoting sports participation to persons 
with disabilities. Carl recommended that parents become involved.  
 
6.    Other Business 
 
Michael Jackson announced that immediately following the adjournment of the MBPAC 
meeting, members were invited to stay to attend a presentation by Mr. Jay V. Levesque 
on the QR F.I.T. product which promotes physical fitness on trails and highway rest stops 
via exercise videos viewed using smart phone apps, accessed by QR (quick response) 
icons.  
 
7.   Adjournment 
 
Jim Swift adjourned the meeting at 12:03 PM.  
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