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Visitors Present

Jim Hudnall, Oxon Hill Bicycle and Trail Club

Stephanie Yanovitz, State Highway Administration

MBPAC Chairperson Jim Swift began the meeting at 9:30 AM

1.   Approval of February Meeting Minutes
Bill Burd moved and Dick Cushwa seconded a motion to approve the February meeting minutes which were then unanimously approved. 

2.   Subcommittee Reports

A.   Commuting and Transportation – C&T Subcommittee Chair Jeff Springer reported attending an East Coast Greenway meeting on March 11 along with Greg Hinchliffe and Michael Jackson. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss proposed ECG interim and final routes through Cecil and Harford counties. Jeff volunteered to lead a subsequent meeting charrette to determine an ECG alignment through Harford County, scheduled for April 16.
Also on March 11 Jeff and Greg met with Michael, SHA Bicycle and Pedestrian Coordinator Stephanie Yanovitz and SHA District 4 staff. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss proposals for site specific bicycle and pedestrian improvements in Harford County. Plans for Harford County’s Bicycle Safety Program activities in May are progressing satisfactorily including receipt of a $500 grant to purchase bicycle helmets for give-a-ways. Jeff described the latest developments to get a nationally known speaker to discuss bicycling and walking benefits at a future Maryland Association of Counties Organization conference. 
Jim Titus requested information on plans to build a continuous shared use pathway along the ICC corridor. Stephanie is attending public meetings on this matter and is collecting comments. In response to Jim Titus’s question about the status of the proposed expansion of the Georgetown University boathouse on the Capital Crescent Trail Stephanie said she would e-mail members a link to the project. 
B.  Education and Awareness – E&A Subcommittee Chair Vince Browne met with Maryland Safe Routes to Schools Coordinator Joe Pelaia to get an update on the upcoming SR2S grant cycle. Michael discussed the State Highway Administration’s planned bicycle safety campaign aimed at motorists. Jeff thought it would be desirable for a State agency to provide information on scheduled bicycle rides throughout Maryland. The Oxon Hill Bicycle and Trail Club does list scheduled bicycle rides throughout the State on their website. Jim Hudnall will contact Anne Kyle of the Office of Tourism Development about listing bike rides on the OTD website. Anne will ask for advice on how to best proceed here. 
A discussion about the importance of bicycle and pedestrian access to schools took place. Bill Burd provided a description of school site design procedures in Maryland. He offered to provide contact information to reach the Maryland associations of elementary school principals, secondary school principals, boards of education and Parent/Teacher/Students in order to discuss non-motorized school access issues and SR2S grant opportunities. Jeff will lead this effort and Jim Titus agreed to provide assistance. Joe Pelaia will be consulted. 
C.  Legislative and Government Affairs – L&GA Subcommittee Chair Patrick Sheehan provided an update on the fate of legislative bills discussed at the February MBPAC meeting. Michael agreed to provide Jeff and Patrick a copy of SHA’s Manual for the Placement of Bus Stops along State Roadways. There was a brief discussion why speed camera legislation was not passed during the legislative session. 
D.  Tourism and Product Development – Anne announced the listing of Family Friendly Trails in the Capital Region in Destination Maryland magazine. Dick said a March 17th public meeting regarding the proposed Weverton/Roxbury Trail was well received by residents. He also said the City of Hagerstown recently installed its third lane. The first bike lane was installed two years ago. Jim Hudnall reported concern about sign pollution by county officials in response to proposals to install Potomac Heritage Trail signs in Southern Maryland because this route would follow some of the same roads already marked with Religious Freedom route signs. Dick distributed Cumberland Valley Cycling Club 2008 Century ride brochures. 
3.    MACO

Jeff Springer, Jim Titus, Jim Swift and Michael will develop a presentation strategy for a planned meeting with the Executive Director of the Maryland Association of County Organizations. Michael will arrange a meeting between Jim Swift, Jeff Springer, the MACO representative and himself on increasing the profile of bicycle and pedestrian access issues among county officials. 
4.  Nice Bridge Update

John Wetmore inquired as to whether the Maryland Transportation Authority has included bicycle and pedestrian access designs in their proposed bridge improvement alternatives in light of the passage of legislation permitting the Chairperson of MdTA to designate bicycle and pedestrian access on vehicular crossings on a case by case basis. Michael replied that until Governor O’Malley signs this bill into law it is premature to expect the inclusion of bicycle and pedestrian accommodations in the Nice Bridge improvement plans. 

John asked for the topic of Nice Bridge to be included in the June MBPAC agenda, that the bridge improvement project manager be invited to the June meeting and that MBPAC consider preparation of a resolution urging the inclusion of bike and pedestrian access in Nice Bridge improvements at the June meeting, if deemed necessary by the Members.
5.  Miscellaneous

Michael mentioned an upcoming April 14 meeting of the Regional Trail Safety and Design Task Force to look at ways of improving trail crash and injury data collecting and reporting and ways of standardizing some trail traffic control design features. It was mentioned that non-motorized access across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge would not be available when the second WWB span opens to traffic. Jim Hudnall thanked Stephanie and Michael for joining Jim and Jane Hudnall to review bicycle access in the Oxon Hill area last month. 
6.  Adjournment

Jim Swift adjourned the meeting at 12 Noon. 
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