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Acting Chair Carl Rebele called the meeting to order at 9:30 AM

1.  Approval of the October Meeting Minutes

Dick Cushwa moved and Cari Watrous seconded a motion to approve the October meeting minutes which were unanimously approved. 

2.  Subcommittee Reports

A.  Commuting and Transportation
Subcommittee Chair Jeff Springer reported that efforts to create a system of bicycle touring routes in Harford County on county roadways have raised potential liability concerns and Harford county officials were discussing their concerns internally. Jeff expressed optimism these concerns would be favorably resolved. He announced plans to create an Employer/Employee handbook on bicycle commuting for the Baltimore region based on the lines of a similar handbook published by the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments. 

Jeff said there are plans to initiate a bicycle safety awareness program during May, 2008 to coincide with National Bicycle Month in conjunction with the Harford County library system. He reported that a request to the Maryland Transportation Authority to include marked bike lanes on roadways crossing I-95 that are part of the Section 200 reconstruction project was denied on the grounds that no marked bicycle lanes are planned on the State highway approaches to the I-95 roadway crossings. Michael Jackson will look into this situation. 

B.  Education and Awareness
E&A Subcommittee Chair Vincent Browne provided an update of this subcommittee’s work plans for 2007-08. He announced that an E&A Subcommittee meeting would be taking place following the committee meeting to discuss recommendations for improving MDOT’s website including a MDOT Information Technology staff person. Patrick Sheehan offered to provide federal website accessibility standards to ensure persons with disabilities are able to access on-line information as well. 

C. Legislative and Government Affairs
Patrick reported that Montgomery County’s Transportation Plan calls for an increase in bicycle and pedestrian access and is concerned about the county’s pedestrian fatality rate. The County wishes to work with the State Highway Administration on improvement pedestrian access and safety including increasing sidewalk widths. He noted that the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority’s Board of Directors voted to substantially increase transit fares and other fees effective January 6, 2008. 

The Society for Automotive Engineering, based in Michigan is working to find a solution to the undesired quiet operation of hybrid motor vehicles when they are running solely on electric power due to the increased risk of pedestrians not hearing their approach. Patrick would like to be accepted into the SAE, which is composed of insurance companies, automobile engineers and manufacturers. He reported talk of urging the State of Maryland to take a position against quiet cars. 

Cari Watrous reported that SHA has surveyed 1,000 miles of intersection sidewalks and found a significance percentage of these facilities are non-ADA compliant. SHA is sharing its findings and is seeking input at county public meetings and with county commissioners of disabilities. Other states are making inquiries of SHA’s actions which are being hailed as an example of national leadership. 

John Wetmore said there is a need to review bicycle and pedestrian access to planned Purple Line transit stations, particularly those planned in Prince George’s County. He also made a motion that MBPAC urge MDOT to support legislation to delete the flat prohibition on bicycle and pedestrian access on toll crossing facilities. It was noted that MBPAC took a similar stand at the 2006 August Retreat. 

John moved and Jim Titus seconded a motion which reads as follows; “The Maryland Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee recommends that MDOT support legislation to amend the current prohibition on bicyclists and pedestrians to allow bike-ped access to be considered, planned for, designed in, and built on toll facilities. MBPAC requests that the Governor and his Administration support legislation to allow bicycle and pedestrian access to Maryland Transportation Authority toll facilities when and where approved by the Authority Chair.” The motion was approved with 9 yeas, 0 nays and 8 abstentions.

D.  Tourism and Product Development
T&PD Subcommittee Chair Marci Ross announced that SHA has distributed copies of a revised bicycle map. She said the Office of Tourism Development is developing a new website. A marketing program funded by the Recreational Trails program to promote the Great Allegheny Trails received a Silver Medal award. The April/May issue of National Geographic Traveler magazine will feature the Great Allegheny Passage which includes the C&O Canal Trail by describing non-driving opportunities along these facilities. 

Marci said the next Family Friendly Trails segment to be featured in tourist promotions would be the Southern Maryland region. She noted that the Maryland Department of Planning is rolling out a Statewide Recreation Plan and suggested that MDP present it at a future MBPAC meeting. Marci also mentioned that MDOT Secretary John Porcari has directed staff to prepare a Strategic Plan on Trail Development. 

3.  Maryland Transportation Plan Update
Ron Spalding, a MDOT Multi-Modals Planner, along with MDOT consultants Trish Hendren and Danny Kwan gave a power point presentation on the Maryland Transportation Plan update being undertaken by MDOT. After providing an explanation of the MTP and how it is updated approximately every five years, MBPAC Members were asked to provide comments, particularly relating to bicycle and pedestrian travel. The members complied with this request. 

4.  2008 Bicycle and Pedestrian Legislative Symposium

Michael announced that the 2008 Legislative Symposium was approaching and MBPAC had an opportunity to prepare displays to alert the attendees of the Committee’s presence and accomplishments. Jim Hudnall said that this event would take place from 9 AM to 5 PM on February 6, 2008 in Annapolis, exact location to be announced later. Michael noted that since the February MBPAC meeting would take place on February 15th MDOT and MBPAC had an opportunity to participate in Symposium activities. He would follow up with the members on this item in January. 

Carl adjourned the meeting at 11:55 AM. 
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