Maryland Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee
Draft December Meeting Minutes
Friday, December 13, 2013
Maryland Department of Transportation
Hanover, Maryland


Members Present							Members Absent

Steve Carr								Kevin Racine
Richard Cushwa								Carol Silldorff
Robert Gaston
Scott Hansen
Greg Hinchliffe
Michael Mason
Jon B. Morrison
Erin Penniston
Carl Rebele
(Anne Kyle for) Marci Ross
Fred Shaffer III
Patrick Sheehan
(Michael Jackson for) James T. Smith, Jr.
Michael Tagliaferri
Jennifer Terrasa
James G. Titus
Cari Watrous
John Z. Wetmore
Michael Jackson (staff)

Visitors Present

1. Andrew Bernish, Maryland Department of Planning
2. Matt Garbark, Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT)
3. Valerie Goubeau, University of Maryland at College Park
4. Martin Harris, MDOT
5. Dustin Kuzan, State Highway Administration
6. Stephen Whetstone

Acting Committee Chair Dick Cushwa called the meeting to order at 9:30 AM.

1.   Approval of the October Meeting Minutes

Jim Titus moved and Greg Hinchliffe seconded a motion to approve the October MBPAC meeting minutes. The minutes were unanimously approved. 




2.   Subcommittee Reports

A.   Legislative and Government Affairs – L&GA Subcommittee Chair Patrick Sheehan submitted an electronic report. He noted that the subcommittee had met on November 19th via telephone conference call and discussed upcoming legislative proposals including the letter sent to MDOT Secretary James T. Smith stating that MBPAC was in support conceptually of increasing the passing distance of overtaking vehicles passing bicyclists from 3 feet to 4 feet and allowing vehicles to cross double yellow lines when safe to pass bicycles by a distance of 3 feet.  During the subcommittee meeting Patrick asked Michael Jackson to invite Martin Harris, MDOT State Legislative Officer, to attend the December MBPAC meeting to discuss matters pertaining to the 2014 legislative session. The subcommittee report also included two press releases pertaining to six firms responding to a Request for Qualifications to design, build, finance, operate and maintain the planned Purple light rail line and the allocation of $50 million to fund initial design and right of way acquisition for the Governor Harry W. Nice Memorial Bridge replacement structure across the Potomac River in Charles County. The new bridge will include a two-way shared use pathway to accommodate pedestrians and bicyclists. 

Martin Harris and Matt Garbark, State Legislative Analyst, of MDOT’s Office of Government and Public Affairs distributed a handout titled, 2014 Maryland General Assembly MDOT Proposal Overview. This handout was divided into MDOT Legislative Proposals and Other Proposals. Martin explained that one of the MDOT legislative proposals would allow the Department to issue revenue bonds which would provide, among other things, $200 million in new investments for bicycling and walking and require MDOT to look at new sidewalks.  Most of the other Department proposals would amend Maryland laws to be consistent with applicable federal laws. Of particular importance to bicyclists, under the category of Other Proposals,  is a proposal to amend State law to allow bicyclists to legally travel on deceleration and acceleration lanes which overlay shoulders along highways with posted speed limits of 55 mph or greater, where bicyclists may use the shoulders.  

The topic of county priority letters came up as a means of getting support for pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure improvements. In response to Patrick’s question about what types of projects were being requested in county priority letters,  Michael Jackson said he would send everyone a link to the MDOT website where these letters are kept on file.  Fred Shaffer said Prince George’s County’s Bicycle and Trail Advisory Group (BTAG) recommended a number of non-motorized transportation facility improvements for inclusion in that county’s Joint Signature Priority List. He provided a copy of a memorandum to Michael Jackson, dated December 6, 2013, from BTAG to Darrell Mobley, Director of the Prince George’s County Department of Public Works and Transportation with these improvement recommendations. Michael promised to send this memorandum electronically to the members as well. 

Patrick felt that Prince George’s County is behind in addressing pedestrian safety issues compared to other jurisdictions in the Washington metropolitan area. He said prioritizing bus stop improvements can potentially allow persons with disabilities to gain access to scheduled transit bus service instead of having to use MetroAccess paratransit vehicles, which may cost about $50.00 per passenger trip. Fred said that county’s Pedestrian Safety Task Force is making strides toward improving pedestrian safety and invited Patrick to attend a future task force meeting, which Patrick accepted. Martin noted that Darrell Mobley is aware of these pedestrian safety issues and will address them. 

John Wetmore brought up his interest in getting utility companies to leave 5 feet of clearance on sidewalks along State highways when placing telephone poles and other objects there and to permit the construction of shared use paths along utility right-of-way corridors. Steve supports utility corridors being opened up for path access and suggested that a demonstration project could be a strategy to pursue. Martin asked why utility firms objected to path construction along their rights-of-way. John responded that they included liability, security and vandalism concerns but felt they can be successfully resolved. He said he is talking to his state delegate about this issue.  Jon Morrison said he was not speaking for Bike Maryland but felt that the legislative proposal to increase the passing distance overtaking vehicles are required to provide when passing bicycles to 4 feet from the current 3 feet is going nowhere in his opinion. 

Jim said the Washington Area Bicyclist Association is working with Delegate Alfred Carr, Jr. to introduce legislation that would amend §21-1202 of the Maryland vehicle law by stating explicitly that bicycle operators have no additional duties than those duties set forth in Title 21 of the Transportation Article. The purpose of this change is to prevent insurance companies from denying compensation to bicyclists hurt in collisions by claiming injured bicyclists failed to act to avoid the collision under common law duties of care rules. A secondary benefit is that bicyclists would be more encouraged to obey traffic laws so they will not be prevented from collecting damages from insurers under contributory negligence laws. Increased instances of lawful bicycling should ease tensions from motorists who resent illegal bicycling behaviors. This legislative proposal is being called The Bicycle Duty Bill. 

B.  Tourism and Product Development- T&PD Subcommittee Chair Dick Cushwa submitted an electronic report delivered by Carl Rebele. Carl complimented Michael Jackson for attaching a table of contents cover page to the assembled subcommittee reports and urged that this format be included for future multiple subcommittee reports. Carl noted that the2015 International Iron Man Competition will take place at the Wisp Ski Resort.  Anne Kyle elaborated on the Office of Tourism Developments efforts to promote the C&O Canal Bike Journey event. Steve Carr provided highlights from the subcommittee report on the Department of Natural Resources including their new online downloadable trail guides for Maryland state parks service. 

Michael Jackson described a publication, Biking Minnesota, which is a free booklet that describes recreational bicycling opportunities in that state and is chock full of advertisements from businesses catering to recreational bicyclists. He said it is stocked at Minnesota highway rest stops. Michael asked Anne if such a publication could be made available in Maryland. He promised to send copies to her and Steve Carr for their evaluation. First Sgt. Michael Tagliaferri serves on the Star Spangled Sail Spectacular Planning Committee, an event planned to take place in Baltimore Harbor, September 6 through 14, 2014. He listed Marci Ross, Greg Hinchliffe and Michael Jackson as contacts for attendees wanting bicycling information for the Baltimore metropolitan area.

C.   Education and Awareness – Michael Mason prepared a brief subcommittee report in the absence of a report from former E&A subcommittee chair Beverly Malone, who submitted her resignation from MBPAC effective December 12th.  The report noted that 15 hard copies of the Maryland State Police/MDOT training video, The Law Enforcement Role in Bicycle Safety, had been mailed at the request of various law enforcement agencies across the state. Michael Tagliaferri reported that he continues to work with the Maryland Police Training Commission (MPTC) to finalize the ability for police officers to receive the one hour of in-service training credit authorized by the MPTC. He noted that there was an overwhelming response from the law enforcement community requesting links to the online version of this training video (approximately 100 responses). 

Erin Penniston discussed a report titled, Trends in Walking and Bicycling to School, published by the National Center for Safe Routes in October, 2013. Michael Mason said as of the 2006-2007school year  all Maryland school districts were required to have wellness policies but there is a need for individual schools to have wellness policies. He noted that the Maryland State Department of Education has created a wellness guide. Michael promised to provide more data on school wellness teams in the future. Steve noted that promoting walking and bicycling to school may lead to the dropping of school bus transport. He said when the Poplar Trail was built in Annapolis the local school district threatened to cut off bus service to students attending Germantown Elementary school, reasoning they  could use the trail to walk to school. This was rescinded when it was pointed out that this ruling would deny school bus service to lower income students while more affluent students who had access to the Baltimore and Annapolis Trail to get to their schools faced no such disruption in school bus service. 

D.   Commuting and Transportation – C&T Subcommittee Chair Greg Hinchliffe provided a written subcommittee report. He said that Caitlin Doolin, a consultant to the City of Baltimore, has been named interim city bicycle and pedestrian transportation planner until the City can hire a permanent person to replace former city bike/ped coordinator Nate Evans. Greg also provided updates on Baltimore City bicycling projects including news that the Maryland Avenue cycle track design was 95 percent completed, plans are underway to build a shared use path along the west side of Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd, new bike lanes are planned for Fort Avenue and are scheduled to be completed by the time of the Fort McHenry bicentennial celebrations and that bike lanes are replacing shared use lane markings along various roadway segments throughout the city. 

Greg mentioned that new Maryland Transportation Authority (MdTA) Executive Secretary Bruce Gartner was a guest on the Dan Rodricks radio show in Baltimore. When a caller expressed concern about the prohibition on bicycle travel across the Hatem Bridge, Mr. Gartner said he would be willing to have the MdTA take another look at this issue. Jim reported an email conversation he had with Chrissy Nizer of the Motor Vehicle Administration regarding the procedure MVA takes upon receiving notice that a motor vehicle operator is found liable of a committing a traffic violation which results in the death of another person. Jim said he was assured that MVA takes seriously its obligations to seek license suspension or revocation of such motorists held liable by the courts.

Jim reported that State Highway Administration (SHA) District 3 staff has restriped bike lanes so that bicyclists are not directed to cross solid white lines at the beginning and end points of these lanes. Michael Jackson said he had a recent conversation with Cedric Ward, SHA Director of the Office of Traffic Safety regarding a follow up inquiry on Michael’s request that the four figures in SHA’s Bicycle Facilities Design Guidelines that require bicyclists to cross solid white lines when bike lanes begin and end be deleted. Cedric responded that SHA recommended retaining these designs. Following additional conversation Cedric said he would be open to further discussion.  Dustin Kuzan, SHA Bicycle and Pedestrian Coordinator said SHA is currently evaluating the National Association of City Transportation Officials (NACTO) Bikeway Design Guidelines. He said SHA determined that nothing in the NACTO design guidelines contradicts the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices, which means no designs would be automatically disqualified from further consideration. 

Noting the recent expansion of MARC Penn Line service between Baltimore and Washington on weekends Jon wondered if MARC would allow full sized bicycles to be brought on-board, assuming passenger demand would be less than during the work week. Michael Jackson said MARC staff had mentioned additional obstacles to carrying full-sized bicycles onboard MARC trains besides lack of room due to full trains. These included low platforms, which necessitates hauling bicycles up and down narrow staircases and the lack of Federal Rail Administration approved devices to secure bicycles in place so as to prevent them from becoming dangerous projectiles in the event of a sudden stop. Greg moved and Jim seconded a motion to send a letter to MARC asking to meet with MBPAC to plan for the carriage of non-folding bicycles onboard MARC trains. The members voted in favor of the motion, with no objections and two abstentions from Michael Mason and Erin Penniston. Greg said he would draft a cover letter for circulation among the members and for Dick’s signature if approved. 

Scott Hansen said the Maryland Department of Planning digitized the 2012 county priority letters and geo-coded the locations of the transportation projects listed in these letters. He asked the members if there was any interest in MDP doing the same for the 2013 county priority letter transportation projects. Steve and Jennifer Terrasa said they would be interested. Scott said any other members with such interest could contact him later.  Greg moved and Jim seconded a motion for MBPAC to support the aforementioned Bicycle Duty bill. The motion was tabled in the interest of time. Jim promised to send out a written description of this proposal so an electronic discussion and vote can take place. 

3.   Other Business

Valerie Goubeau, Assistant Director of Transportation at the University of Maryland (UMD) said she worked for departing member Beverly Malone and planned to forward her name as a candidate to replace Beverly. Michael Jackson mentioned that Beverly recommended Valerie as her replacement, citing Valerie’s on-going role in promoting bicycling and walking at UMD.

4.   Adjournment

Dick adjourned the meeting at 11:56 AM.
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