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Michael Mason
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Marci Ross

Jeff Springer
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Jim Titus

Ann Walsh

Cari Watrous

John Wetmore

Benjamin Winstead

Michael Jackson (staff)

Visitors Present

Greg Hinchliffe

Jim Hudnall

Stephanie Yanovitz

Acting Chair Dick Cushwa opened the meeting at 9:30 AM

1.  Approval of September MBPAC Retreat Minutes
The September Retreat meeting minutes were unanimously approved. 

2.  Subcommittee Reports

 A. Commuting and Transportation
 Jeff Springer spoke of his desire to see the State Highway Administration and Harford County to jointly develop a touring bicycle route network so as to ensure that the most favorable roads are designated as part of a planned route alignment regardless of the roadway ownership status. He began discussions with Acting SHA Bicycle and Pedestrian Coordinator Stephanie Yanovitz about this concept. Marci Ross will assist through her Tourism and Product Development Office and suggested that Jeff review the Scenic Byways Map. Dick shared the experiences of the Cumberland Valley Cycle Club in getting touring bicycle routes designated in Washington County. 

B.  Education and Awareness
E&A Subcommittee Chair Vincent Brown restated the reason why the subcommittee members decided to change the name of this subcommittee, formerly known as the Safety and Education Subcommittee. They felt that all MBPAC members are concerned about safety and that new name better reflects the subcommittee’s focus. In response to a question why the State Department of Education did not mandate bicycle and pedestrian safety education in schools, Michael Mason said it is up to individual school districts to determine their curriculum, rather than the Department of Education. 

There were suggestions to explore other ways of increasing public awareness of pedestrian and bicycle safety issues such as working with public health agencies and tying in mobility training into driver education such as teaching how to read bus schedules. There was discussion about the Lloyd Clarke fatality that occurred in Nevada and concern that unfair blame was being placed on Mr. Clarke for causing the crash in the local media prior to the official conclusion of the police investigation. Mr. Clarke, a Hagerstown resident and experienced bicyclist, was killed following colliding with a 

truck that pulled out in front of him despite Mr. Clarke having the right-of-way. 

C.  Legislative and Government Affairs

Cari Watrous discussed the Easter Seals Project Action, which seeks to promote cooperation between persons who are disabled and the transportation industry to ensure members of the disabled community have suitable transportation accessibility. Cari reported that concern was expressed over the impact of noiseless hybrid vehicles on the safety of blind persons crossing roadways in the form of a protest at the Maryland Department of the Environment. MDE Secretary Shari Wilson made a commitment to contact the automobile manufacturers regarding the problem posed by silent vehicles to people without vision. Jim Hudnall reported that MDOT Secretary John Porcari supported the concept of a bicycle path feature on a new Governor Nice Bridge across the Potomac River. However Jim noted that current Maryland law prohibits bicycle and pedestrian access on toll facilities and since the Governor Nice Bridge is a toll bridge, the law might prevent the inclusion of a bicycle path. 

Greg Hinchliffe said bicycle advocates and several State delegates met with MDOT Chief of  Staff Leif Dormsjo regarding legislation bicycle advocates were seeking to get introduced in the 2008 legislative session. The purpose of the meeting was to start the process of addressing any concerns MDOT may have prior to actually introducing such legislation. 

D.  Tourism and Product Development
Carl Rebele distributed a news article stating that a website MSN.com declaring Garrett County’s Autumn Glory Festival as the #1 Fall Festival in the world. He is interested in having a shared use path including in the US 219 Bypass planned around Oakland, MD. Marci noted that a partnership grant with the Laurel Highlands Convention and Visitor’s Bureau paired with a Recreational Trails grant from SHA will be used for the Allegheny Highlands Trail. She also said the new State bicycle map has been withdrawn due to a telephone number error. 

The Office of Tourism Development was approached by Dorchester County to include a shared use path along a scenic railroad between the Town of Hurlock and Caroline County. There was also discussion of whether there was a need to highlight distinctions between the collective work of the Tourism and Product Development Subcommittee members and activities conducted by Office of Tourism Development, Marci’s employer. 

3.  Other Business
Ann distributed nomination forms for physical fitness awards. She is the contact person for the awards program. Nominations are being accepted until December 1. Cari and Michael Jackson described the ADA Show and Tell Event held on October 3 at MDOT. Jim Titus felt that the Maryland Department of the Environment should have a representative at MBPAC meetings because non-motorized transportation is a zero emissions mode of travel and that agency may control sidewalk and bicycle path construction permits.  John Wetmore said there is a need for certain bus stops to be relocated for improved safety. Stephanie is working with local officials on bus stop relocation proposals. Jim Hudnall announced the annual Anacostia Trails Heritage Association bicycle ride was taking place on October 27th. 

Dick Cushwa adjourned the meeting at 11:55 AM
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