Critical Area Commission
Project Application Checklist

Development in the Critical Area
Resulting from State Agency and Local Agency Programs
(COMAR 27.02.01-.08)

General Instructions
The following checklist contains a list of items for consideration by the Critical Area Commission during its review of each State and local project affecting the Critical Area. While some items will not apply to the project of concern, the responsible Agency should review and be able to discuss aspects of each relevant item. This checklist should be completed and sent, with all other completed information, to the Critical Area Commission staff contact prior to Commission review. Please be aware of the following general guidelines:

(1)
The completed checklist, maps, and all other pertinent project materials must be submitted to Critical Area staff contact at least I month prior to scheduled review by the Project Subcommittee at the Critical Area Commission's monthly meeting.

(2)
The sediment and erosion control plan must be finalized prior to scheduling the project for review by the Project Subcommittee.
(3)
All other resource/environmental permits and other release documents must be obtained or must be in their final stages (i.e., public comment period completed, permit conditions in final form) prior to scheduling the project for review by the Project Subcommittee.

If there are any questions with any aspect of this form or with the Commission's review process, please do not hesitate to call the Commission staff contact at (410) 260-3460.

General Mapping Features
Please include the following features on all site plans:

	

Vicinity map 
	

Project boundary/Limits of disturbance 

	

Scale
	

Orientation

	

Project Name and Location
	

Tract or lot lines

	

Critical Area boundary
	

Development area boundaries (Area of Intense Development or Area not Intensely Developed)


	

One hundred-year floodplain boundary
	

Agricultural lands

	

Dredging activity and spoil site
	

Surface mining sites and wash plants

	

Topography
	

	

Vegetative cover:


Existing forest


Forest clearing


Afforestation/reforestation areas


Mitigation areas (Buffer impacts)
	

Soil:


Type


Area of hydric soils


Area of highly erodible soils




Existing and proposed structures (buildings, roads, other paved or impervious areas, parking lots, lots, storm drains, septic, stormwater management systems, shore erosion control structures).



Natural parks

Habitat Protection and other Sensitive Area Mapping Features
Please show the following Habitat Protection Area features on all site plans, if relevant to the particular project site:



Buffers:



Minimum 100 ft. from tidal waters, tidal wetlands and tributary streams Expanded Buffer to include 15% slopes, hydric soils and highly erodible soils


25 ft, from nontidal wetlands


Plant and Wildlife Habitat (Colonial water bird nesting sites, historic waterfowl staging and concentration areas, riparian forest, forest interior dwelling bird habitat, areas of state or local significance, and natural heritage areas)


Tidal Wetlands



Nontidal Wetlands



Plant and Wildlife Habitats (same as above)



Threatened and Endangered Species (including species in need of conservation) 


Anadromous Fish Propagation Waters

General Project Information
Please include the following text information, if applicable to the site, in the project application materials. This information may be included in the form of letters, reports, or site plan notes.

	

Project name and location
	

Agency sponsoring project

	

Project description
(brief narrative including project type, i.e. industrial, port-related, etc.)
	

Anticipated timeline
(Include project milestones, approximate start and completion dates)

	

Total acreage in Critical Area
	

Whether project is on State-owned land, locally-owned land or privately-owned land

	

Total forest area cleared
	

Method of stormwater control

	10% calculations (Please enclose worksheet) or impervious surface information
	

Soil erosion and sediment control measures and implementation strategy

	

Mitigation required for clearing of forest area (1:1 ratio outside the 100-foot Buffer, 1.5:1 if between 20%-3 0% clearing, and 3:1 ratio inside the 100-foot Buffer or if above 30% clearing)

	

Afforested area (site must have a minimum of 15% forest cover if not IDA)


Minimum Documentation Requirements
The following permits and documents should be secured or must be in their final stages (i.e., public comment period completed, permit conditions in final form), if applicable to the site, prior to scheduling the project for review by the Project Subcommittee:



Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) 


Stormwater Management 


Sediment and erosion control plan* 


Tidal wetlands permits 


Nontidal wetlands permits 


Water Quality Certification


Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) Tidal Wetlands Permit (404)



Local Agency Permits (alternative to MDE authorization) 


Stormwater Management 


Sediment and erosion control plan*

· All applicants are required to obtain these permits prior to review by the CAC.

State / Federal Agency Recommendations
Review and comment from the appropriate MDE, DNR, and ACOE units shall be provided, if / applicable to the site, for the following resources and habitats:

	

Threatened and Endangered Species
	

Plant and Wildlife Habitat

	

Riparian Forests
	

Forest Interior Dwelling Birds (FIDs)

	

Natural Heritage Areas
	

Colonial water birds

	

Submerged Aquatic Vegetation
	

Anadromous Fish Propagation Waters

	

Other Aquatic Species (Shellfish, etc.)
	

Historic Waterfowl Staging and Concentration Areas


Site Visits
Site visits should be arranged by the responsible agency in advance of Commission review. At a minimum, the site visit should include the Commission staff contact.

PLEASE MAIL OR FAX THE ABOVE INFORMATION TO:

CRITICAL AREA COMMISSION

1804 WEST STREET, SUITE 100

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401


(410) 260-3460

Fax (410) 974-5338
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