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The Maryland Transportation Commission met on May 7, 2010 for their monthly 
meeting at MDOT HQ in Hanover, MD.  Chairman Burkley chaired the meeting. The 
following members were present: 
 
Chairman John Burkley 
Horace Alston 
William Cox 
Elmer Horsey 
George Littrell 
Jack Luskin 
Michael Moore 
Carol Petzold 
Gary Simpson 
Greg Snook 
Sudhir Trevedi 
Vice Chair Mario VillaSanta 
 
 
Chairman Burkley called the meeting to order at 10:37AM. The minutes from April were 
passed unanimously. Chairman Burkley then asked Mr. Beam if there were any 
dedication requests on the agenda for the day. Mr. Beam introduced Senator David 
Brinkley, who presented a request on behalf of former Maryland State Senator Charles “Bus” 
Smelser, who passed away January 29, 2009.  Senator Smelser was a member of the Maryland 
General Assembly for 36 years from Carroll County.  The request is being made for MD 31 from 
Libertytown to New Windsor.  Upon consultation with the State Highway Administration’s 
(SHA) Office of Traffic and Safety, these locations were deemed suitable. Several members of 
the MTC spoke favorably of Senator Smelser. A motion was made by George Littrell to 
recommend approval, seconded by Carol Petzold, and voted on unanimously in the affirmative.  
 
A second request was tabled from the April meeting regarding the New Carrollton Garden Club. 
This request is for a custom-made Blue Star Memorial Marker to be emplaced in the town of New 
Carrollton on MD 450.  This group will fully fund all costs associated with the construction of the 



sign. The application package in its entirety is attached.  Upon consultation with the State 
Highway Administration’s (SHA) Office of Traffic and Safety, it was determined that the median 
of the 8200 block of MD 450 will be suitable for this project as requested, with the exception of 
the method of emplacing the sign (altering the height of the mounting of the sign for safety 
concerns.) [It has been further determined that this location may not be suitable due to strict] This 
request was tabled in April by the MTC pending the arrival of several promised letters of support 
from elected officials, and subsequently resubmitted with all information requested included. 
 
pending the arrival of these letters. This motion passed, with all voting yes with the 
exception of Mrs. Petzold, who voted no.  
 
A tour of the OMT facility ensued, with the Commission adjourning at 11:53AM.  
 
 


