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 “the local governing body and a majority of the local legislative delegation shall 
establish a list of priorities from among those secondary system projects listed in the 
needs inventory and the Administration shall engage in initial project planning upon 
the request of the local governing body and a majority of the local legislative 
delegation in the order established in the list of priorities.”  

In other words, the Priority Letter represents each county’s own internal ranking of projects 
deemed most important based on local need and local input.  This is an effective way for 
counties to convey to MDOT the need for specific transportation projects and investments.  
Priority Letters involve requests for a wide variety of project funding – from transit 
improvements, highway reconstruction, and sidewalk construction to bridge 
improvements, bike path development, and highway safety projects.  In some cases, 
counties reserve portions of their own funds in order to accelerate project implementation, 
conduct feasibility and planning studies, ensure that projects are kept on-track, and 
provide a funding match as required for certain types of projects.  The modal share 
(highway, transit, etc.) of the projects listed in Priority Letters ranges from county to 
county.  In more heavily populated and densely developed counties, there is a stronger 
focus on public transportation and improving access to public transportation from roadway 
networks.  Counties with smaller populations and lower densities tend to focus on highway 
and arterial improvements, although most counties request some element of transit 
funding.  

Figure 4.1 STIP Development Process 
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