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BPPA Origin 
• The Maryland General Assembly created the BPPA designation as a 

tool to facilitate the coordination of planning of bicycle and pedestrian 
facilities in areas with a high potential for bicycling and walking.  

• Maryland Annotated Code §8-204 (c)(1)(ii)(1.) allows for the creation 
of BPPA Plans (BPPAPs) under SHA’s guidance. 
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BPPA Designation Purpose 
• To align local agency and State Highway Administration bicycle and 

pedestrian connectivity goals. 

• Development of the BPPAP is a collaborative approach to help state 
and local transportation agencies overcome impediments to bicycle 
and pedestrian travel within a designated BPPA without the barriers 
of facility ownership. 
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Local Agency’s Role 
1. Apply for a BPPA designation;  

2. Demonstrate local support for bicycle and pedestrian mobility; 

3. Participate in state/local workgroups for each designated BPPA; 

4. Engage and lead coordination with local community stakeholders and 
advocacy groups; and,  

5. Monitor and evaluate outcomes as recommendations are implemented. 

*If no State roads are within a BPPA, the local agency leads BPPAP 
development.  
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BPPA Designation Overview 
WHAT BPPAs DO WHAT BPPAs DO NOT DO 

Facilitate coordination 
between state, local, and 
private stakeholders 

Provide State funding for 
capital improvement projects 

Align state and local planning 
goals 

Replace existing 
transportation plans and/or 
goals 

Provide for potential use of 
innovative bicycle and 
pedestrian treatments 

Supersede existing bicycle and 
pedestrian design guidelines 
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BPPA Designation Process 

APPLICATION 
SUBMITTAL 

• Local agencies 
submit BPPA 
application to SHA 
for review 

APPLICATION 
SCREENING 

• SHA will coordinate 
review of properly 
submitted 
applications 

BPPA 
DESIGNATION 

• SHA will designate 
BPPA with MDOT 
Secretary 
concurrence 

BPPAP 
DEVELOPMENT 

• Partner to identify 
roadway geometric 
& operational 
recommendations 

BPPA 
EVALUTATION 

• Local agencies track 
& evaluate 
outcomes during 
implementation 
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BPPA Designation Process 
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Applications accepted 
March 4th – May 6th  

APPLICATION 
SUBMITTAL 

• Local agencies 
submit BPPA 
application to SHA 
for review 

APPLICATION 
SCREENING 

• SHA will coordinate 
review of properly 
submitted 
applications 

BPPA 
DESIGNATION 

• SHA will designate 
BPPA with MDOT 
Secretary 
concurrence 

BPPAP 
DEVELOPMENT 

• Partner to identify 
roadway geometric 
& operational 
recommendations 

BPPA 
EVALUTATION 

• Local agencies track 
& evaluate 
outcomes during 
implementation 



BPPA Application Screening 
1. Urban areas, main streets, and/or tourist centers with high potential 

for bicycling and walking as transportation modes; 

2. Focused area ( < 0.5 mile radius); 

3. Areas with known obstacles to bicycling and walking and/or safety 
concerns; 

4. Areas that emphasize multi-modal transportation; and, 

5. Local commitment supporting bicycling and walking and 
demonstrated consistency with local plans. 
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BPPA Designation Process 
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APPLICATION 
SUBMITTAL 

• Local agencies 
submit BPPA 
application to SHA 
for review 

APPLICATION 
SCREENING 

• SHA will coordinate 
review of properly 
submitted 
applications 

BPPA 
DESIGNATION 

• SHA will designate 
BPPA with MDOT 
Secretary 
concurrence 

BPPAP 
DEVELOPMENT 

• Partner to identify 
roadway geometric 
& operational 
recommendations 

BPPA 
EVALUTATION 

• Local agencies track 
& evaluate 
outcomes during 
implementation 

Designations made by 
August 5th  



BPPAP Development 
• BPPAP development will include identifying roadway geometric and 

operational recommendations to better align state and local bicycle 
and pedestrian planning by:  

• Facilitate state, local, and stakeholder coordination; 

• Establish a process and working group for planning and prioritizing bicycle 
and pedestrian improvements; 

• Draft a plan for implementing bicycle and pedestrian treatments that align 
of state, local, and stakeholder goals to expand on existing or planned 
bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure; and, 

• Estimate construction costs for typical proposed bicycle and pedestrian 
treatments. 
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BPPA Designation Process 

APPLICATION 
SUBMITTAL 

• Local agencies 
submit BPPA 
application to SHA 
for review 

APPLICATION 
SCREENING 

• SHA will coordinate 
review of properly 
submitted 
applications 

BPPA 
DESIGNATION 

• SHA will designate 
BPPA with MDOT 
Secretary 
concurrence 

BPPAP 
DEVELOPMENT 

• Partner to identify 
roadway geometric 
& operational 
recommendations 

BPPA 
EVALUTATION 

• Local agencies track 
& evaluate 
outcomes during 
implementation 
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BPPA Webpage & Resources 
Please visit the Bicycle & Pedestrian Priority Area webpage for more 
information: 

www.roads.maryland.gov/Index.aspx?PageId=693 
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Contact Information 
If you have any questions regarding the BPPA application, please contact: 

Aviva Brown 
Bicycle & Pedestrian Priority Areas 

Maryland State Highway Administration  
Regional and Intermodal Planning Division 

707 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, MD 21202 

Phone: 410-545-5675 
Fax: 410-209-5025 

abrown22@sha.state.md.us 
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