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SOLID WASTE AND RECYCLING

**Some of the regulatory summaries referenced from U.S. Northern Review publication.

STATE
FINAL:

ZERO WASTE PLAN On January 13, 2015, the governor signed Executive Order (EO) 01.01.2015.01—Zero Waste Plan for
Maryland. The EO establishes goals for the state government, including: (1) 85% waste diversion and 80% recycling by
2040; (2) a waste recycling rate of at least 65% by 2020; (3) diversion of at least 60% of its organic waste through
recycling, composting and anaerobic digestion by 2020; and (4) creation of a source reduction checklist for use by state
agencies to track and encourage source reduction. The EO also addresses green purchasing guidelines and certain
landfill requirements.

FEDERAL
FINAL:

CATEGORICAL NON-WASTE FUELS USEPA issued a final rule amending the Non-Hazardous Secondary Materials rule,
under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) (81 FR 6687). The Non-Hazardous Secondary Materials rule
establishes standards and procedures to determine whether non-hazardous secondary materials are solid wastes or
ingredients when used as fuels in combustion units. USEPA developed a list of non-hazardous secondary materials that
are not wastes when burned as fuels under specific conditions. The final rule became effective on 9 MAR 16.

REVISIONS FOR RECYCLING USEPA issued a final rule revising several recycling-related provisions associated with the
definition of a solid waste (80 FR 1693). The revisions ensure that recycling regulations encourage reclamation in a way
that does not result in increased risk to human health and the environment. The revisions allow certain materials that
would otherwise need to be managed as a hazardous waste to be recycled. Under the exclusion, a facility that recycles
the newly excluded materials must send the material to a “verified recycler.” The revisions also add requirements for
storage of recyclable materials, recordkeeping, and emergency preparedness and response. The final rule became
effective on July 13, 2015.

HAZARDOUS SECONDARY MATERIALS RECYCLING The USEPA finalized new safeguards that promote responsible
hazardous secondary materials recycling. The final rule modifies the USEPA’s 2008 Definition of Solid Waste rule to
ensure it protects human health and the environment from the mismanagement of hazardous secondary materials
intended for recycling, while promoting sustainability through the encouragement of safe and environmentally
responsible recycling of such materials. Docket: EPA-HQ-RCRA-2010-0742.
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