
Water 

State 

The Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) adopted amendments to the water regulations at 

COMAR 26.08.03, Discharge Limitations, and COMAR 26.08.04, Permits. The current regulations require a state 

discharge permit for discharges of water greater than 10,000 gallons per day regardless of whether there is a 

discharge of pollutants. The existing requirement is more stringent than federal requirements for discharges to 

waters of the U.S. The amendments allow for a determination of whether a discharge permit is required 

without imposing an arbitrary flow volume as a basis for making the determination. The amendments became 

effective on 28 SEP 15. 

SB 863 makes various changes to provisions relating to Chapter 151 of 2012 Laws of Maryland. The provisions 
required certain counties and municipalities to establish a watershed protection and restoration program for 
collecting stormwater remediation fees, and a watershed protection and restoration fund. The bill: (1) repeals 
the requirement for such jurisdictions to collect a stormwater remediation fee, subject to several conditions; 
(2) alters aspects of the Water Quality Revolving Loan Fund; (3) establishes provisions that provide relief from 
the fee for specified organizations; (4) requires jurisdictions to file an annual financial assurance plan; and (5) 
makes several changes applicable to jurisdictions that have established a system of charges for stormwater 
management. The bill was signed by the governor on May 12, 2015, and is effective on July 1, 2015. 
 
The Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) replaced the current well construction regulations 

(COMAR 26.04.04.01 through .13) with a new chapter, COMAR 26.04.04.01 through .39. The new regulations 

include: (1) provisions allowing treatment for fecal coliform bacteria in carbonate rock areas; (2) regulation of 

hydrofracturing of wells; (3) regulation of the construction of geothermal wells; and (4) elimination of 

telescoped casing in new wells where aquifer drawdown could render such wells unusable for domestic water 

supplies. The new regulations also include provisions for notification prior to commencing well construction 

activities, establishment of a variance procedure, and language that clarifies requirements. The new 

regulations became effective on January 15, 2015. 

Federal 

The Coast Guard issued a final rule amending ballast water management reporting and recordkeeping 

requirements, 33 CFR 151 Subparts C and D (80 FR 73105). The final rule requires certain vessels with ballast 

tanks to submit an annual report of their ballast water management practices. This rule also simplifies and 

streamlines the ballast water report form. The final rule became effective on February 22, 2016.  

USEPA issued a final rule that requires the electronic reporting and sharing of NPDES program information (80 

FR 64063). The final rule requires permittees and regulators to electronically report information and data 

related to the NPDES permit program in lieu of filing paper-based reports. Authorized NPDES programs may 

adopt USEPA data systems or elect to use their own data systems. The final rule became effective December 

21, 2015. Implementation will be in phases, with certain reports required electronically beginning December 21, 

2016.  

 The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and USEPA have jointly prepared a list of questions and answers (Q&As) 

concerning the implementation of the Clean Water Rule: Definition of “Waters of the United States” (80 FR 
37053). The final rule became effective on 28 AUG 15 . The Q&As is a tool to help in the understanding of the 

scope and requirements of the final rule. 

USEPA released the final updated recommended ambient water quality criteria for 94 chemical pollutants (80 

FR 36986). The criteria reflect the latest scientific information and implementation of existing USEPA policies 
found in Methodology for Deriving Ambient Water Quality Criteria for the Protection of Human Health (2000). 

Further information is available on the USEPA website. 
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http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-06-29/html/2015-15912.htm
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http://water.epa.gov/scitech/swguidance/standards/criteria/health/


USEPA released an enhancement to the Toxic Release Inventory (TRI) and Discharge Monitoring Report (DMR) 
Comparison Dashboard. The enhanced tool uses DMR data from the Integrated Compliance Information 

System-NPDES to calculate pollutant discharge amounts.  

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) issued a series of revised conservation practice standards 
in the National Handbook of Conservation Practices (80 FR 43057). These standards include: Channel Bed 
Stabilization (Code 584); Karst Sinkhole Treatment (Code 527); Open Channel (Code 582); Pond (Code 378); 

Surface Drain; Field Ditch (Code 607); Surface Drain, Main or Lateral (Code 608); Vertical Drain (Code 630); and 
Waste Hauling (Code 321). The revised conservation practice standards were effective 21 JUL 15. 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) published a 

final rule defining the scope of waters protected under the Clean Water Act (CWA). The rule will ensure 

protection for the nation's public health and aquatic resources, and increase CWA program predictability and 

consistency by clarifying the scope of “waters of the United States” protected under the CWA. 

 
On November 26, 2014, USEPA released a revised memorandum (replacing the 2002 guidance) for USEPA 

Regional Water Division Directors to use when developing stormwater permits. The memorandum abandons 

guidance (in a 2010 memorandum) for agencies to use “flow” as a surrogate for pollutant parameters when 

establishing total maximum daily load (TMDL) targets. A 2013 court ruling held that the agency could not 

regulate stormwater "flow" through a TMDL. The 2014 revisions remove the “surrogate” language and 

recommend regulators establish numeric measures for quantifying the success of best management practices 

and technological upgrades. 

 
USEPA released a final report, Connectivity of Streams and Wetlands to Downstream Waters: A Review and 

Synthesis of the Scientific Evidence (80 FR 2100). The report summarizes current understanding about the 

connectivity and mechanisms by which streams and wetlands affect the physical, chemical, and biological 

integrity of downstream waters. The report informs development of a rule proposed by USEPA and the U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) intended to clarify the definition of the term “waters of the United States” 

under CWA. The report addresses three main issues related to connectivity: the physical, chemical, and 

biological connections to, and effects of: (1) ephemeral, intermittent, and perennial streams on downstream 

waters; (2) riparian or floodplain wetlands and open-waters on downstream waters; and (3) wetlands and 

open-waters in non-floodplain settings on downstream waters. 

 

USEPA approved the State’s request to revise its National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 
program to allow electronic reporting (79 FR 78850). The approval became effective on December 31, 2014. 
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