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Chairman, Budget & Appropriations Committee 

 

City Hall, Room 527 

Chairman, Judiciary & Legislative Investigations Committee 100 N Holliday Street 

Chairman, Biennial Audits Oversight Commission Baltimore, MD 21202 

Chairman, Stormwater Remediation Oversight Committee  

 (o) 410-396-4816 

Land Use & Transportation Committee (m) 443-813-1457 

Taxation, Finance, & Economic Development Committee Eric T. Costello (e) eric.costello@baltimorecity.gov 

  

Baltimore City Council, 11
th

 District 
 
July 3, 2018 

 

The Hon. Elaine Chao, Secretary 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

Via Email to: Holly T. Arnold, Director 

Maryland Transit Administration: Office of Planning & Programming 

harnold@mta.maryland.gov    

RE: BUILD Request – BUILDING a Better Howard Street Project 

Secretary Chao: 

I write to offer my strong support to the Maryland Department of Transportation – Maryland Transit 

Administration (MTA) for their Better Utilizing Investment to Leverage Development (BUILD) 

Transportation Discretionary Grant application for the BUILDing a Better Howard Street Project in 

Baltimore, Maryland. This project will result in quicker, more reliable transit service and enhance safety 

for all of Howard Street’s users, while laying the groundwork for rapid redevelopment along this historic 

retail corridor.  

By pairing much-needed state of good repair and safety improvements with utility upgrades and improved 

pedestrian amenities, this project provides a generational opportunity to revitalize the area. After many 

years of working to reinvigorate the project area, stakeholders along the corridor are beginning to see 

momentum build with recently-completed developments succeeding and several more currently under 

construction.  

Baltimore City agencies and corridor institutions and businesses have worked closely with the MTA to 

develop a program that addresses many of the key infrastructure issues in the Howard Street corridor and 

will help to foster the continuing economic revitalization of this important part of Baltimore.  

As one of Baltimore’s local legislators, I can attest to the importance of this project in supporting the 

economic success of our region. I appreciate your strong consideration of this MDOT MTA application 

for a 2018 BUILD grant.  Should you have any questions, please reach out to me at 410-396-4816 or 

eric.costello@baltimorecity.gov.  

Sincerely, 

 

Eric. T. Costello 

Baltimore City Council, 11th District 

mailto:eric.costello@baltimorecity.gov
mailto:harnold@mta.maryland.gov
mailto:eric.costello@baltimorecity.gov




 
July 3, 2018 

 

Honorable Elaine Chao, Secretary  
U.S. Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE  
Washington, DC 20590  
 

RE: BUILD Request – BUILDing a Better Howard Street Project  

 
Dear Secretary Chao:  

I am writing to offer my strong support to the Maryland Department of Transportation – Maryland Transit 
Administration (MTA) for their Better Utilizing Investment to Leverage Development (BUILD) 
Transportation Discretionary Grant application for the BUILDing a Better Howard Street Project in 
Baltimore, Maryland. This project will result in quicker, more reliable transit service and enhance safety 
for all of Howard Street’s users, while laying the groundwork for rapid redevelopment along this historic 
retail corridor. 

By pairing much-needed state of good repair and safety improvements with utility upgrades and improved 
pedestrian amenities, this project provides a generational opportunity to revitalize the area. After many 
years of working to reinvigorate the project area, stakeholders along the corridor are beginning to see 
momentum build with recently completed developments succeeding and several more currently under 
construction.  

Baltimore City agencies and corridor institutions and businesses have worked closely with the MTA to 
develop a program that addresses many of the key infrastructure issues in the Howard Street corridor and 
will help to foster the continuing economic revitalization of this important part of Baltimore.  

As one of Baltimore’s representatives, I can attest to the importance of this project in supporting the 
economic success of our region. I appreciate your strong consideration of this MDOT MTA application 
for a 2018 BUILD grant. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Senator Barbara A. Robinson 
Representing the 40th Legislative District 



 
July 17, 2018 

 

Honorable Elaine Chao, Secretary  

U.S. Department of Transportation  

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE  

Washington, DC 20590  

 

RE: BUILD Request – BUILDing a Better Howard Street Project  
 

Dear Secretary Chao:  

 

I am writing to offer my strong support to the Maryland Department of Transportation – Maryland Transit 

Administration (MTA) for their Better Utilizing Investment to Leverage Development (BUILD) 

Transportation Discretionary Grant application for the BUILDing a Better Howard Street Project in 

Baltimore, Maryland. This project will result in quicker, more reliable transit service and enhance safety 

for all of Howard Street’s users, while laying the groundwork for rapid redevelopment along this historic 

retail corridor. 

 

By pairing much-needed state of good repair and safety improvements with utility upgrades and improved 

pedestrian amenities, this project provides a generational opportunity to revitalize the area. After many 

years of working to reinvigorate the project area, stakeholders along the corridor are beginning to see 

momentum build with recently completed developments succeeding and several more currently under 

construction.  

 

Baltimore City agencies and corridor institutions and businesses have worked closely with the MTA to 

develop a program that addresses many of the key infrastructure issues in the Howard Street corridor and 

will help to foster the continuing economic revitalization of this important part of Baltimore. 

  

As one of Baltimore’s representatives, I can attest to the importance of this project in supporting the 

economic success of our region. I appreciate your strong consideration of this MDOT MTA application for 

a 2018 BUILD grant. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Delegate Antonio L. Hayes  

40th Legislative District - MD 
 



 
July 10, 2018 
 
Honorable Elaine Chao, Secretary  
U.S. Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE  
Washington, DC 20590  
 
RE: BUILD Request – BUILDing a Better Howard Street Project  
 
Dear Secretary Chao:  
 
I am writing to offer my strong support to the Maryland Department of Transportation – 
Maryland Transit Administration (MTA) for their Better Utilizing Investment to Leverage 
Development (BUILD) Transportation Discretionary Grant application for the BUILDing a 
Better Howard Street Project in Baltimore, Maryland. This project will result in quicker, more 
reliable transit service and enhance safety for everyone who uses Howard Street, while laying 
the groundwork for rapid redevelopment along this historic retail corridor. 

By pairing much-needed state of good repair and safety improvements with utility upgrades and 
improved pedestrian amenities, this project provides a generational opportunity to revitalize the 
area. After many years of working to reinvigorate the project area, stakeholders along the 
corridor are beginning to see momentum build with recently completed developments 
succeeding and several more currently under construction.  

Baltimore City agencies and corridor institutions and businesses have worked closely with the 
MTA to develop a program that addresses many of the key infrastructure issues in the Howard 
Street corridor and will help to foster the continuing economic revitalization of this important 
part of Baltimore.  

As one of Baltimore’s state representatives, I can attest to the importance of this project in 
supporting the economic success of our region. I appreciate your strong consideration of this 
MDOT MTA application for a 2018 BUILD grant. 

 
Sincerely,  
 

 

Robbyn Lewis 
Delegate, District 46 



 
 July 10, 2018 
 
Honorable Elaine Chao, Secretary  
U.S. Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE  
Washington, DC 20590  
 

RE: BUILD Request – BUILDing a Better Howard Street Project  
 
Dear Secretary Chao:  
 
I am writing to offer my strong support to the Maryland Department of Transportation – 
Maryland Transit Administration (MTA) for their Better Utilizing Investment to Leverage 
Development (BUILD) Transportation Discretionary Grant application for the BUILDing a 
Better Howard Street Project in Baltimore, Maryland. This project will result in quicker, more 
reliable transit service and enhance safety for all of Howard Street’s users, while laying the 
groundwork for rapid redevelopment along this historic retail corridor. 
 
By pairing much-needed state of good repair and safety improvements with utility upgrades and 
improved pedestrian amenities, this project provides a generational opportunity to revitalize the 
area. After many years of working to reinvigorate the project area, stakeholders along the 
corridor are beginning to see momentum build with recently completed developments 
succeeding and several more currently under construction.  
 
Baltimore City agencies and corridor institutions and businesses have worked closely with the 
MTA to develop a program that addresses many of the key infrastructure issues in the Howard 
Street corridor and will help to foster the continuing economic revitalization of this important 
part of Baltimore.  
 
As one of Baltimore’s representatives, I can attest to the importance of this project in supporting 
the economic success of our region. I appreciate your strong consideration of this MDOT MTA 
application for a 2018 BUILD grant. 
 

      Sincerely,  

      Brooke E. Lierman  
        















 

June 29, 2018 

 

Honorable Elaine Chao, Secretary  

U.S. Department of Transportation  

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE  

Washington, DC 20590  

 

RE: BUILD Request – BUILDing a Better Howard Street Project  

 

Dear Secretary Chao:  

 

The Maryland Stadium Authority (MSA) is pleased to offer its support to the Maryland 

Department of Transportation – Maryland Transit Administration (MTA) for their Better 

Utilizing Investment to Leverage Development (BUILD) Transportation Discretionary 

Grant application for the BUILDing a Better Howard Street Project in Baltimore, 

Maryland. This transformative investment will result in quicker, more reliable service for 

Light RailLink transit riders and enhance safety for all of Howard Street’s users, all the 

while laying the groundwork for rapid redevelopment along this historic retail corridor.  

By pairing much-needed state of good repair and safety improvements with utility 

upgrades and improved pedestrian amenities, this project provides a generational 

opportunity to revitalize the area. Rail replacement and realignment will allow MDOT 

MTA to operate at higher speeds through the corridor, avoid crashes and injuries, reduce 

interruptions to service, decrease noise nuisances from horns and wheel squeals, and 

enhance access to nearby jobs and cultural attractions. Upgrades to the legacy utilities 

that lie beneath Howard Street will enable property owners to leverage the corridor’s 

excellent proximity to downtown, stadiums, three medical centers, two public 

universities, and a growing community of artists, as well as MDOT MTA’s rail service and 

achieve the high-density mixed-use and residential envisioned by the city’s zoning 

ordinance. Investment in pedestrian amenities and a refreshed streetscape focused 

around the connection between Metro SubwayLink and Light RailLink will pair with local 

efforts to update building façades, supporting vibrant commercial activities. 

After many years of working to reinvigorate the project area, stakeholders along the 

corridor are beginning to see momentum build with recently completed developments 

succeeding and several more currently under construction. The BUILDing a Better 

Howard Street scope grew out of collaborative efforts between MDOT MTA, the Baltimore 

City Department of Transportation, the Downtown Partnership, the Baltimore 

Development Corporation, and other corridor institutions and businesses.  



 

Page 2 of 2 Maryland Stadium Authority 

The MSA is fully committed to this project as it encourages the exploration of Baltimore’s 

Howard Street as a destination and enhances the overall visitor experience for events at 

the Camden Yard Sports Complex (CYSC.)  

 

Similarly, MSA looks forward to working with our friends and partners at MDOT MTA on 

the new rail station at the CYSC that complements the historic Camden Station, iconic 

B&O Warehouse, and beloved ballpark as it welcomes commuters and visitors to 

Baltimore. The MDOT MTA/MARC Camden Station Replacement is moving forward and 

expected to break ground in late 2018. 

Maryland Stadium Authority appreciates your strong consideration of this MDOT MTA 

application as it is a multi-disciplinary improvement that addresses infrastructure 

challenges allowing the region’s historic retail epicenter to thrive again. 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 
 

 

Michael J. Frenz 

Executive Director 

Maryland Stadium Authority 

 

 

 

 









 
 

Calvin G. Butler Jr.  Telephone 410.470.3814 
Chief Executive Officer  www.bge.com 
    calvin.butler@bge.com 
2 Center Plaza 
110 West Fayette Street 
Baltimore, MD 21201 

 

 

July 13, 2018 

 

Honorable Elaine Chao, Secretary 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

RE:  BUILD Request – BUILDing a Better Howard Street Project 

 

Dear Secretary Chao: 

 

Baltimore Gas and Electric Company (BGE) is pleased to offer its support to the Maryland 

Department of Transportation – Maryland Transit Administration (MTA) for their Better 

Utilizing Investment to Leverage Development (BUILD) Transportation Discretionary Grant 

application for the BUILDing a Better Howard Street Project in Baltimore, Maryland.  

 

Through modernization and safety improvements to the commuter system and pedestrian 

amenities, this project provides a significant opportunity to revitalize the area.  Upgrades to the 

utility equipment that support the light rail system will ultimately contribute to a better 

experience for commuters and will enable local business owners and vendors to better leverage 

the corridor’s excellent proximity to downtown, stadiums, three medical centers, two public 

universities, and an array of other attractions to hopefully increase visitors, residents and 

economic activity within the area. 

 

As a corporate citizen of Baltimore City and the surrounding metropolitan area, BGE has a long-

standing commitment to the growth and betterment of the region and supports the work of the 

Maryland Department of Transportation and Maryland Transit Administration as they lead this 

important initiative.  We stand ready to work with the agencies with regard to implementing and 

coordinating any necessary gas and electric infrastructure projects to support this effort. 

 

On behalf of BGE, I appreciate your strong consideration of this MDOT MTA application, as it 

is a multi-disciplinary improvement that addresses infrastructure challenges allowing the 

region’s historic retail epicenter to thrive again. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Calvin G. Butler, Jr.   

http://www.bge.com/
mailto:calvin.butler@bge.com


 

 

July 12, 2018 
 
Honorable Elaine Chao, Secretary  
U.S. Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE  
Washington, DC 20590  
 
RE: BUILD Request – BUILDing a Better Howard Street Project  
 
Dear Secretary Chao:  
 
Bikemore is pleased to offer its support to the Maryland Department of Transportation – Maryland Transit Administration 
(MTA) for their Better Utilizing Investment to Leverage Development (BUILD) Transportation Discretionary Grant 
application for the BUILDing a Better Howard Street Project in Baltimore, Maryland. This transformative investment will 
result in quicker, more reliable service for Light RailLink transit riders and enhance safety for all of Howard Street’s users, 
all the while laying the groundwork for rapid redevelopment along this historic retail corridor.  
 
By pairing much-needed state of good repair and safety improvements with utility upgrades and improved pedestrian 
amenities, this project provides a generational opportunity to revitalize the area. Rail replacement and realignment will 
allow MDOT MTA to operate at higher speeds through the corridor, avoid crashes and injuries, reduce interruptions to 
service, decrease noise nuisances from horns and wheel squeals, and enhance access to nearby jobs and cultural 
attractions. Upgrades to the legacy utilities that lie beneath Howard Street will enable property owners to leverage the 
corridor’s excellent proximity to downtown, stadiums, three medical centers, two public universities, and a growing 
community of artists, as well as MDOT MTA’s rail service and achieve the high-density mixed-use and residential 
envisioned by the city’s zoning ordinance. Investment in pedestrian amenities and a refreshed streetscape focused 
around the connection between Metro SubwayLink and Light RailLink will pair with local efforts to update building 
façades, supporting vibrant commercial activities. 
 
After many years of working to reinvigorate the project area, stakeholders along the corridor are beginning to see 
momentum build with recently completed developments succeeding and several more currently under construction. The 
BUILDing a Better Howard Street scope grew out of collaborative efforts between MDOT MTA, the Baltimore City 
Department of Transportation, the Downtown Partnership, the Baltimore Development Corporation, and other corridor 
institutions and businesses.  
 
Bikemore is committed to working with MDOT MTA to ensure that improvements made enhance the city’s adopted bike 
master plan’s goals of better connecting residents to transit via first- and last-mile solutions.  
 
Bikemore appreciates your strong consideration of this MDOT MTA application as it is a multi-disciplinary improvement 
that addresses infrastructure challenges allowing the region’s historic retail epicenter to thrive again. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Jed Weeks 
Policy Director 
 

 
A​    ​2209 Maryland Ave, Baltimore, MD 21218      ​P ​    443.475.0350      ​W​    bikemore.net      ​T​    @bikemorebmore  

 



 

2631 Sisson Street    •    Baltimore, MD 21211    •    410.254.1577    •    www.bluewaterbaltimore.org 

July 10, 2018 

 

Honorable Elaine Chao, Secretary  

U.S. Department of Transportation  

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE  

Washington, DC 20590  

 

RE: BUILD Request – BUILDing a Better Howard Street Project  

 

Dear Secretary Chao:  

 

Blue Water Baltimore is a regional watershed organization focused on protecting and restoring the 

waterways in Baltimore City, Maryland. We are pleased to offer this letter in support of the Maryland 

Department of Transportation – Maryland Transit Administration (MTA) for their Better Utilizing 

Investment to Leverage Development (BUILD) Transportation Discretionary Grant application for the 

BUILDing a Better Howard Street Project in Baltimore. This transformative investment will support 

ongoing efforts to improve public transit via Light Rail and meaningful redevelopment along this historic 

retail corridor within the city.  

 

By coupling rail line safety and alignment improvements with utility upgrades and improved pedestrian 

amenities, this project has the potential to powerfully spur revitalization in this area. Rail replacement and 

realignment will allow MDOT MTA to operate the Light Rail with increased efficiency and 

dependability, important for access to nearby jobs and cultural attractions. Upgrades to the utilities that lie 

under Howard Street will also enable property owners to leverage the corridor’s proximity to downtown, 

three medical centers, two public universities, and a growing community of artists. Investment in 

pedestrian amenities and streetscaping focused around the connection between Metro Subway and Light 

Rail will also support local efforts to update building façades, supporting vibrant commercial activities. 

This project will help Baltimore City revive Howard Street as a desirable, high-density mixed-use and 

residential corridor. 

 

The BUILDing a Better Howard Street scope grew out of collaborative efforts between MDOT MTA, the 

Baltimore City Department of Transportation, the Downtown Partnership, the Baltimore Development 

Corporation, and other corridor stakeholders. It is precisely this kind of coordinated renovation and 

leveraged investment that Baltimore City needs to regain its foothold as a thriving, safe place to live, 

work and play. Blue Water Baltimore is committed to supporting state and local partnership efforts that 

will improve the livability of Baltimore’s downtown and we respectfully urge your favorable 

consideration of this MDOT MTA application.   

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

Jennifer Aiosa, Executive Director 

Blue Water Baltimore 



	

Bromo Tower Arts & Entertainment Inc. 
218 W. Saratoga Street  
Baltimore, MD 21201 

	
	
	
	
June	30,	2018	
	
Honorable	Elaine	Chao,	Secretary		
U.S.	Department	of	Transportation		
1200	New	Jersey	Avenue,	SE		
Washington,	DC	20590		
	
RE:	BUILD	Request	–	BUILDing	a	Better	Howard	Street	Project		
	
Dear	Secretary	Chao:		
	
The	Bromo	Tower	Arts	and	Entertainment	District	is	pleased	to	offer	its	support	to	the	Maryland	
Department	of	Transportation	–	Maryland	Transit	Administration	(MTA)	for	their	Better	Utilizing	
Investment	to	Leverage	Development	(BUILD)	Transportation	Discretionary	Grant	application	for	
the	BUILDing	a	Better	Howard	Street	Project	in	Baltimore,	Maryland.	This	transformative	investment	
will	result	in	quicker,	more	reliable	service	for	Light	RailLink	transit	riders	and	enhance	safety	for	all	of	
Howard	Street’s	users,	all	the	while	laying	the	groundwork	for	rapid	redevelopment	along	this	historic	
retail	corridor.		

By	pairing	much-needed	state	of	good	repair	and	safety	improvements	with	utility	upgrades	and	
improved	pedestrian	amenities,	this	project	provides	a	generational	opportunity	to	revitalize	the	area.	
Rail	replacement	and	realignment	will	allow	MDOT	MTA	to	operate	at	higher	speeds	through	the	
corridor,	avoid	crashes	and	injuries,	reduce	interruptions	to	service,	decrease	noise	nuisances	from	
horns	and	wheel	squeals,	and	enhance	access	to	nearby	jobs	and	cultural	attractions.	

	Upgrades	to	the	legacy	utilities	that	lie	beneath	Howard	Street	will	enable	property	owners	to	leverage	
the	corridor’s	excellent	proximity	to	downtown,	stadiums,	three	medical	centers,	two	public	
universities,	and	a	growing	community	of	artists,	as	well	as	MDOT	MTA’s	rail	service	and	achieve	the	
high-density	mixed-use	and	residential	envisioned	by	the	city’s	zoning	ordinance.	Investment	in	
pedestrian	amenities	and	a	refreshed	streetscape	focused	around	the	connection	between	Metro	
SubwayLink	and	Light	RailLink	will	pair	with	local	efforts	to	update	building	façades,	supporting	vibrant	
commercial	activities.	

	 	



	

Bromo Tower Arts & Entertainment Inc. 
218 W. Saratoga Street  
Baltimore, MD 21201 

	

	

	

After	many	years	of	working	to	reinvigorate	the	project	area,	stakeholders	along	the	corridor	are	
beginning	to	see	momentum	build	with	recently	completed	developments	succeeding	and	several	more	
currently	under	construction.	The	BUILDing	a	Better	Howard	Street	scope	grew	out	of	collaborative	
efforts	between	MDOT	MTA,	the	Baltimore	City	Department	of	Transportation,	the	Downtown	
Partnership,	the	Baltimore	Development	Corporation,	and	other	corridor	institutions	and	businesses.		

The	Bromo	Tower	Arts	and	Entertainment	District	is	committed	to	creating	a	vibrant	downtown	
neighborhood	full	of	theaters,	galleries,	music	venues	and	artist	housing.		

	The	Bromo	Tower	Arts	and	Entertainment	District	appreciates	your	strong	consideration	of	this	
MDOT	MTA	application	as	it	is	a	multi-disciplinary	improvement	that	addresses	infrastructure	
challenges	allowing	the	region’s	historic	retail	epicenter	to	thrive	again.	

	
	
Sincerely,		
	

	
	
Stephen	Yasko	
Executive	Director	
	



 

312 Marshall Avenue, Suite 100 - Laurel, MD 20707-4824 - Phone 240.581.5800 - mobilityequity.org 

 

Center for Mobility Equity 

Formerly Central Maryland Regional Transit 

 
June 28, 2018 

 

Honorable Elaine Chao, Secretary  

U.S. Department of Transportation  

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE  

Washington, DC 20590  

 

RE: BUILD Request – BUILDing a Better Howard Street Project  

 

Dear Secretary Chao:  

 

The Center for Mobility Equity (CME) is pleased to offer its support to the Maryland Department of 

Transportation – Maryland Transit Administration (MTA) for their Better Utilizing Investment to 

Leverage Development (BUILD) Transportation Discretionary Grant application for the BUILDing a 

Better Howard Street Project in Baltimore, Maryland. This transformative investment will result in 

quicker, more reliable service for Light RailLink transit riders and enhance safety for all of Howard 

Street’s users, all the while laying the groundwork for rapid redevelopment along this historic retail 

corridor.  

The Center for Mobility Equity believes that all people have a right to equitable access to transportation; 

and that access to safe, reliable, and affordable transportation options is one of the most critical 

components to leading a healthy, independent, and fully connected life.  The Center for Mobility Equity 

works to connect individuals with employment, education, healthcare, and social services, as well as 

access to healthy foods, recreational activities, etc., by providing individual and group training, as well as 

online and over-the-phone information and support, in utilizing public transportation safely and 

independently.    

Through our extensive experience working with older adults and individuals with disabilities in 

Baltimore, CME believes that BUILDing a Better Howard Street is a critical step in improving access and 

wayfinding across Baltimore’s modal network, especially for these vulnerable rider populations. CME is 

committed to assisting MTA in making this project a success through transit rider and stakeholder 

engagement, public outreach and travel training before, throughout and after the construction 

process.  

CME appreciates your strong consideration of this MDOT MTA application as it is a multi-disciplinary 

improvement that addresses infrastructure challenges allowing the region’s historic retail epicenter to 

thrive again. 

Sincerely,  

 
Chris Firehock 

Executive Director 

Chris.Firehock@MobilityEquity.org 

240-581-5776 





Downtown Baltimore Family Alliance 

                                                                                              1025 South Potomac Street 

                                                                                                Baltimore Maryland, 21224 

 

 

 

 

 

July 11, 2018 

 

Honorable Elaine Chao, Secretary  

U.S. Department of Transportation  

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE  

Washington, DC 20590  

 

RE: BUILD Request – BUILDing a Better Howard Street Project  

 

Dear Secretary Chao:  

 

The Downtown Baltimore Family Alliance (DBFA) is pleased to offer our support to the Maryland 

Department of Transportation – Maryland Transit Administration (MTA) for their Better Utilizing 

Investment to Leverage Development (BUILD) Transportation Discretionary Grant application for the 

BUILDing a Better Howard Street Project in ​Baltimore, Maryland.  

DBFA’s mission of building a vibrant inclusive city that all families love to call home includes a strategic focus 

on strong transit and walkability.  We believe that this transformative investment will result in quicker, more 

reliable service for Light RailLink transit riders and enhanced safety for all of Howard Street. 

By pairing much-needed state of good repair and safety improvements with utility upgrades and improved 

pedestrian amenities, this project provides a generational opportunity to revitalize the area. Rail replacement 

and realignment will allow MDOT MTA to operate at higher speeds through the corridor, avoid crashes and 

injuries, reduce interruptions to service, decrease noise nuisances from horns and wheel squeals, and enhance 

access to nearby jobs and cultural attractions. Upgrades to the legacy utilities that lie beneath Howard Street 

will enable property owners to leverage the corridor’s excellent proximity to downtown, stadiums, three 

medical centers, two public universities, and a growing community of artists, as well as MDOT MTA’s rail 

service and achieve the high-density mixed-use and residential envisioned by the city’s zoning ordinance. 

Investment in pedestrian amenities and a refreshed streetscape focused around the connection between 

Metro SubwayLink and Light RailLink will pair with local efforts to update building façades, supporting vibrant 

commercial activities. 

After many years of working to reinvigorate the project area, stakeholders along the corridor are beginning to 

see momentum build with recently completed developments succeeding and several more currently under 

construction.  



Downtown Baltimore Family Alliance encourages your strong consideration of this MDOT MTA application as 

it addresses infrastructure challenges that will create a more walkable community with infrastructure 

improvements as well as improved transit accessibility.  

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

 

Celeste Perilla 

Interim Executive Director 

Downtown Baltimore Family Alliance 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 
GREATER WASHNGTON PARTNERSHIP 
greaterwashingtonpartnership.com 

July 17, 2018 
 

Honorable Elaine Chao 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE: BUILD Application—BUILDing a Better Howard Street Project 
 
Dear Secretary Chao:  
 
The Greater Washington Partnership is a team of civic-minded CEOs, drawing from leading employers and 
entrepreneurs, who are committed to making the Capital Region—from Baltimore to Richmond—one of the 
world’s best places to live, work and build a business. As CEOs of the largest employers in the region, we strongly 
support the Maryland Department of Transportation-Maryland Transit Administration’s Better Utilizing Investment 
to Leverage Development (BUILD) Transportation Discretionary Grant application for its BUILDing a Better Howard 
Street Project in Baltimore, Maryland. This project will result in quicker, more reliable transit service and enhance 
safety for all of Howard Street’s consumers, while catalyzing redevelopment along this historic retail corridor. 
 
The BUILDing a Better Howard Street Project includes key elements important to the BUILD transportation grant 
program: leverages federal funding with private and public resources on a 2:1 basis; is supported by robust public 
and private partnerships; addresses critical safety and state of good repair concerns; and increases the speed and 
reliability of transit in a city where 30 percent of residents have no access to a vehicle. This investment will 
stimulate economic development in commercial and residential development, produce jobs, and attract business 
activity to this transit-rich corridor. 
 
The CEOs that make up our organization span the geography of our region, employ nearly 200,000 people in the 
region, and represent a wide range of innovative organizations across industries, including Exelon Corporation, 
Johns Hopkins University, MedStar Health, Under Armour, and T. Rowe Price. The Partnership is committed to 
fostering an inclusive economy that creates opportunity for all—this project would help to achieve that in 
Baltimore. We have worked closely with the MTA on this application and strongly believe that the federal funding 
will enable a truly transformational project in the Howard Street corridor, which will in turn help to foster the 
continuing economic revitalization of Baltimore.   
 
I appreciate your strong consideration of BUILDing a Better Howard Street Project application for a 2018 BUILD 
transportation grant funding cycle. 

 
 

 
 
 

Jason Miller 
Chief Executive Officer 





	

	

	

	

July	10,	2018	

	

Honorable	Elaine	Chao,	Secretary		

U.S.	Department	of	Transportation		

1200	New	Jersey	Avenue,	SE		

Washington,	DC	20590		

	
RE:	BUILD	Request	–	BUILDing	a	Better	Howard	Street	Project		
	

Dear	Secretary	Chao:		

	

I	am	writing	to	convey	Le	Mondo	Inc.’s		strong	support	for	the	Maryland	Department	of	

Transportation	–	Maryland	Transit	Administration	(MTA)	for	their	Better	Utilizing	Investment	to	

Leverage	Development	(BUILD)	Transportation	Discretionary	Grant	application	for	the	BUILDing	a	
Better	Howard	Street	Project	in	Baltimore,	Maryland.	We	look	forward	to	working	with	the	MTA	and	

other	public,	private	and	community	organizations	to	support	the	needed	investment	along	Howard	

Street.		

We	recognize	the	important	role	that	Howard	Street	plays	in	the	revitalization	of	this	area	of	Baltimore.	

This	project	will	result	in	quicker,	more	reliable	service	for	Light	RailLink	transit	riders	and	enhance	

safety	for	all	of	Howard	Street’s	users,	all	the	while	laying	the	groundwork	for	rapid	redevelopment	

along	this	historic	retail	corridor.	After	many	years	of	working	to	reinvigorate	the	project	area,	we	are	

beginning	to	see	momentum	build	with	a	growing	arts	community	and	several	mixed-use	and	residential	

developments	currently	underway.	We	support	this	project	as	a	key	piece	of	the	overall	economic	

revitalization	strategy	for	this	area.	

Le	Mondo	Inc.	appreciates	your	strong	consideration	of	this	MDOT	MTA	application	as	it	addresses	

many	of	the	key	infrastructure	issues	in	the	Howard	Street	corridor	and	will	help	to	foster	the	

continuing	economic	revitalization	of	this	exciting	arts	and	entertainment	district.	

	

	

Sincerely,		

	

Frederick	Gerriets	

Chief	Operating	Officer	

Le	Mondo	Inc.		
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July	
  12,	
  2018	
  
	
  
Honorable	
  Elaine	
  Chao,	
  Secretary	
  	
  
U.S.	
  Department	
  of	
  Transportation	
  	
  
1200	
  New	
  Jersey	
  Avenue,	
  SE	
  	
  
Washington,	
  DC	
  20590	
  	
  
	
  
RE:	
  BUILD	
  Request	
  –	
  BUILDing	
  a	
  Better	
  Howard	
  Street	
  Project	
  	
  
	
  
Dear	
  Secretary	
  Chao:	
  	
  
	
  
I	
  am	
  writing	
  to	
  convey	
  Maryland	
  Art	
  Place’s	
  (MAP’s)	
  strong	
  support	
  for	
  the	
  Maryland	
  Department	
  of	
  
Transportation	
  –	
  Maryland	
  Transit	
  Administration	
  (MTA)	
  for	
  their	
  Better	
  Utilizing	
  Investment	
  to	
  
Leverage	
  Development	
  (BUILD)	
  Transportation	
  Discretionary	
  Grant	
  application	
  for	
  the	
  BUILDing	
  a	
  
Better	
  Howard	
  Street	
  Project	
  in	
  Baltimore,	
  Maryland.	
  We	
  look	
  forward	
  to	
  working	
  with	
  the	
  MTA	
  and	
  
other	
  public,	
  private	
  and	
  community	
  organizations	
  to	
  support	
  the	
  needed	
  investment	
  along	
  Howard	
  
Street.	
  	
  

We	
  recognize	
  the	
  important	
  role	
  that	
  Howard	
  Street	
  plays	
  in	
  the	
  revitalization	
  of	
  this	
  area	
  of	
  Baltimore.	
  
This	
  project	
  will	
  result	
  in	
  quicker,	
  more	
  reliable	
  service	
  for	
  Light	
  RailLink	
  transit	
  riders	
  and	
  enhance	
  
safety	
  for	
  all	
  of	
  Howard	
  Street’s	
  users,	
  all	
  the	
  while	
  laying	
  the	
  groundwork	
  for	
  rapid	
  redevelopment	
  
along	
  this	
  historic	
  retail	
  corridor.	
  After	
  many	
  years	
  of	
  working	
  to	
  reinvigorate	
  the	
  project	
  area,	
  we	
  are	
  
beginning	
  to	
  see	
  momentum	
  build	
  with	
  a	
  growing	
  arts	
  community	
  and	
  several	
  mixed-­‐use	
  and	
  residential	
  
developments	
  currently	
  underway.	
  We	
  support	
  this	
  project	
  as	
  a	
  key	
  piece	
  of	
  the	
  overall	
  economic	
  
revitalization	
  strategy	
  for	
  this	
  area.	
  

MAP	
  appreciates	
  your	
  strong	
  consideration	
  of	
  this	
  MDOT	
  MTA	
  application	
  as	
  it	
  addresses	
  many	
  of	
  
the	
  key	
  infrastructure	
  issues	
  in	
  the	
  Howard	
  Street	
  corridor	
  and	
  will	
  help	
  to	
  foster	
  the	
  continuing	
  
economic	
  revitalization	
  of	
  this	
  exciting	
  arts	
  and	
  entertainment	
  district.	
  

	
  
	
  
Sincerely,	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Amy	
  Cavanaugh	
  Royce	
  
Executive	
  Director,	
  Maryland	
  Art	
  Place	
  













 
 

 
 
 
 
June 29, 2018  

 
Honorable Elaine Chao, Secretary  
U.S. Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE  
Washington, DC 20590  
 
RE: BUILD Request – BUILDing a Better Howard Street Project  
 
Dear Secretary Chao:  
 
Transit Choices is pleased to offer its support to the Maryland Department of Transportation – Maryland 
Transit Administration (MTA) for their Better Utilizing Investment to Leverage Development (BUILD) 
Transportation Discretionary Grant application for the BUILDing a Better Howard Street Project in 
Baltimore, Maryland. This transformative investment will result in quicker, more reliable service for Light 
RailLink transit riders and enhance safety for all of Howard Street’s users, all the while laying the 
groundwork for rapid redevelopment along this historic retail corridor.  
 
By pairing much-needed state of good repair and safety improvements with utility upgrades and improved 
pedestrian amenities, this project provides a generational opportunity to revitalize the area. Rail 
replacement and realignment will allow MDOT MTA to operate at higher speeds through the corridor, 
avoid crashes and injuries, reduce interruptions to service, decrease noise nuisances from horns and 
wheel squeals, and enhance access to nearby jobs and cultural attractions. Upgrades to the legacy 
utilities that lie beneath Howard Street will enable property owners to leverage the corridor’s excellent 
proximity to downtown, stadiums, three medical centers, two public universities, and a growing community 
of artists, as well as MDOT MTA’s rail service and achieve the high-density mixed-use and residential 
envisioned by the city’s zoning ordinance. Investment in pedestrian amenities and a refreshed 
streetscape focused around the connection between Metro SubwayLink and Light RailLink will pair with 
local efforts to update building façades, supporting vibrant commercial activities. 
 
After many years of working to reinvigorate the project area, stakeholders along the corridor are 
beginning to see momentum build with recently completed developments succeeding and several more 
currently under construction. The BUILDing a Better Howard Street scope grew out of collaborative efforts 
between MDOT MTA, the Baltimore City Department of Transportation, the Downtown Partnership, the 
Baltimore Development Corporation, and other corridor institutions and businesses.  
 
Transit Choices is a strong coalition of business organizations, cultural institutions, universities, 
architecture firms, community groups, developers, conservation groups, transportation planners, young 
entrepreneurs, and concerned individuals joined together by the vision of creating efficient and effective 
transit in Baltimore. We have long supported transit initiatives designed to strengthen our city, and believe 
that accessible transit is an essential means to achieving personal and economic independence. People 
of all ages, races, ethnicities, and abilities deserve access to transportation that will enable them to 
achieve their fullest potential.  
 
Transit Choices appreciates your strong consideration of this MDOT MTA application as it is a multi-
disciplinary improvement that addresses infrastructure challenges allowing the region’s historic retail 
epicenter to thrive again. 
 



 
Sincerely,   
 

 
 
Robin Budish 

Transit Choices, Director 



 

 

July 3, 2018 
 
Honorable Elaine Chao, Secretary  
U.S. Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE  
Washington, DC 20590  
 
RE: BUILD Request – BUILDing a Better Howard Street Project  
 
Dear Secretary Chao:  
 
Visit Baltimore is pleased to offer its support to the Maryland Department of Transportation – Maryland 
Transit Administration (MTA) for their Better Utilizing Investment to Leverage Development (BUILD) 
Transportation Discretionary Grant application for the BUILDing a Better Howard Street Project. As the 
official destination marketing and convention sales organization for the City of Baltimore, Visit Baltimore is 
in the business of tourism.  We believe this transformative investment will enhance our City’s tourism 
community and associated economic activity by resulting in quicker, more reliable service for Light RailLink 
transit riders and enhanced safety for all of Howard Street’s users (locals and visitors alike), all the while 
laying the groundwork for rapid redevelopment along this historic retail corridor.  
 
Howard Street is home to major tourism assets such as Lexington Market and the Baltimore Arena; and, rail 
service transporting employees of those businesses as well as local residents and visiting guests to major 
hubs of tourism activity such as Camden Yards and the Baltimore Convention Center.  By pairing much-
needed state of good repair and safety improvements with utility upgrades and improved pedestrian 
amenities, this project provides a generational opportunity to revitalize this key area within our business, 
resident and visitor economy: 

• Rail replacement and realignment will allow MDOT MTA to operate at higher speeds through the 

corridor, avoid crashes and injuries, reduce interruptions to service, decrease noise nuisances from 

horns and wheel squeals, and enhance access to nearby jobs and cultural attractions.  

• Upgrades to the legacy utilities that lie beneath Howard Street will enable property owners to 

leverage the corridor’s excellent proximity to downtown, stadiums, three medical centers, two 

public universities, and a growing community of artists, as well as MDOT MTA’s rail service and 

achieve the high-density mixed-use and residential envisioned by the city’s zoning ordinance; and, 

• Investment in pedestrian amenities and a refreshed streetscape focused around the connection 

between Metro SubwayLink and Light RailLink will pair with local efforts to update building façades, 

supporting vibrant commercial activities. 
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After many years of working to reinvigorate the project area, stakeholders along the corridor are beginning 
to see momentum build with recently completed developments succeeding and several more currently 
under construction. The BUILDing a Better Howard Street scope grew out of collaborative efforts between 
MDOT MTA, the Baltimore City Department of Transportation, the Downtown Partnership, the Baltimore 
Development Corporation, and other corridor institutions and businesses.  
 
Visit Baltimore is committed to supporting MDOT MTA in the continuation of this project by serving as a 
consulting resource on all things tourism, and, in sharing news of the project’s latest developments, news 
and associated opportunities with our ~800-member strong network of hospitality and tourism businesses.  
 
In closing, Visit Baltimore urges your favorable consideration of this MDOT MTA application.  We need this 
kind of multi-disciplinary approach to fix our city’s infrastructure challenges and allow the region’s historic 
retail epicenter to thrive again. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Al Hutchinson 
President & CEO 
Visit Baltimore  
 




