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July 2, 2018 

 

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 

Secretary  

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

Dear Secretary Chao: 

 

The American Association of Port Authorities (AAPA) is writing to express its strong 

support for public seaports’ applications for FY 2018 BUILD grants. AAPA has been a 

strong advocate for the program since its inception in 2009. The BUILD/TIGER program 

has made real improvements in our nation’s maritime transportation system and needed 

investments in our multimodal freight infrastructure. 

 

Founded in 1912, AAPA is the unified and collective voice of the seaport industry in the 

Americas. AAPA empowers port authorities, maritime industry partners and service 

providers to serve their global customers and create economic and social value for their 

communities. Our activities, resources and partnerships connect, inform and unify 

seaport leaders and maritime professionals in all segments of the industry around the 

western hemisphere. Our letter today is on behalf of our U.S. members.  

 

American seaports and their private-sector partners annually spend more than $30 

billion collectively in marine terminal capital improvements that help handle freight and 

cruise passengers more efficiently. BUILD grant investments in port projects help to 

move these projects forward. In addition to the ability to leverage additional funding, 

BUILD is extremely valuable because it is multimodal, which means it funds a variety of 

transportation modes and projects that are beneficial to ports, the surrounding 

communities and our national supply chain. 

 

To highlight the need for multimodal investments, AAPA recently released  

the State of Freight III – Rail Access and Port Multimodal Funding Needs Report. The 

report addresses the need for improved rail access – efficient transfer of containers and 

other bulk goods directly from a maritime vessel to a rail car and vice versa. Sixty-seven 

percent of our members report that funding and financing options are significant 

barriers to improved rail access. Forty-three percent of our members report that 

http://aapa.files.cms-plus.com/PDFs/State%20of%20Freight%20III.pdf
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improving rail access would contribute to over 25 percent more throughput 

capacity.  Other members with smaller projects report good, although lower throughput 

gains. Overall, AAPA members identified upwards of $20 billion in multimodal project 

investment needs over the next decade. 

 

In the past, these grants have helped fund seaport intermodal connectors and facilities 

(including rail, road and short sea shipping), wharf and dock rehabilitation and 

expansion, improvements in yards, piers, breakwaters and cranes, and improvements 

overall to rail movements throughout the United States to improve freight mobility.   

 

As the Department of Transportation begins to evaluate the applications for FY 2018 

BUILD grants, we urge you to provide, at a minimum, 25 percent or more of available 

funding for seaports’ freight-related projects. These projects will help maintain and 

expand the maritime infrastructure that is so critical to U.S. exports and imports, which 

are vital to our nation’s economy, standard of living and U.S. jobs.  

 

Sincerely,  

 
Kurt J. Nagle 

President and CEO 

 

 











Baltimore Regional Transportation Board 

City of Annapolis 
Gavin Buckley 

Mayor 

Anne Arundel County 
Steve Schuh 

County Executive 

City of Baltimore 
Catherine E. Pugh 

Mayor 

Baltimore County 
Don Mohler 

County Executive 

Carroll County 
Stephen Wantz 

Member, Board of Commissioners 

Harford County 
Barry Glassman 

County Executive 

Howard County 
Allan H. Kittleman 
County Executive 

Queen Anne's County 
Stephen Wilson 

County Executive 

Maryland Department of 
Transportation 

Pete Rahn 
Secretary 

Maryland Department of the 
Environment 

Ben Grumbles 
Secretary 

Maryland Department of Planning 
Rob McCord 

Secretary 

Maryland Transit Administration 
Kevin Quinn 

Administrator 

Harford Transit 
Robert Andrews 

Administrator 

1500 Whetstone Way, Suite 300 

Baltimore, MD 21 230 

Telephone 410-732-0500 

Honorable Elaine Chao, Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

July 6, 2018 

RE: BUILD Request- Port of Baltimore Berth 3 

Dear Secretary Chao: 

The Baltimore Regional Transportation Board (BRTB), the Metropolitan 
Planning Organization for the Baltimore region, is pleased to offer its support 
to the Maryland Department of Transportation - Maryland Port Administration 
(MPA) for their Better Utilizing Investment to Leverage Development (BUILD) 
Transportation Discretionary Grant application for the Port of Baltimore Berth 
3 in Baltimore, Maryland, Expanding Capacity at Seagirt Marine Terminal. 

The Port of Baltimore is a key international gateway that connects the region 
to global suppliers and markets. It has been consistently ranked in the top-tier 
for port performance and is the fourth-fastest growing port in the 
nation. Seagirt Marine Terminal's 50' deep berth #4 along with its four super 
post panamax cranes have been appealing to ocean carriers. As all vessels 
continue to grow in size, however, Baltimore is becoming berth-constrained 
and will soon be excluded from continued international trade growth unless it 
can provide more than one deep-draft berth and additional cranes. 

This project will significantly benefit the nation, mid-Atlantic region, and the 
State of Maryland by expanding Seagirt berth capabilities and thereby allowing 
the largest ships along the U.S. East Coast to continue increasing services 
through Baltimore. Without this project, cargo destined for Baltimore's natural 
market will move predominantly through New York's port complex, an area 
already grappling with severe congestion. The resultant strain will adversely 
impact inland distribution costs, the environment, safety on our roadways, and 
surface de·gradation. 

The BRTB is committed to adding all funds awarded under this competitive 
discretionary grant program to the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 
immediately upon award. As you may be aware, it is our practice to add grant
funded projects to the TIP once funds become available. 

The BRTB appreciates your strong consideration of this MOOT MPA application 
as it directly responds to goals identified in the Baltimore region's long-range 
transportation plan. 

Sincerely, 

Michelle Pourciau, Chair 
Baltimore Regional Transportation Board 



































TRADE POINT
ATLANTIC

July 12, 2018

The Honorable Elaine Chao
Secretary
United States Department of Transportation
I 200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Maryland Port Administration Application for FY 2018 BUILD Grant, Seagirt Marine
Terminal Berth 3 Modernization P3 Project

Dear Secretary Chao:

Tradepoint Atlantic, the owner, manager and developer of the 3,200-acre former Bethlehem Steel
Mill and industrial site in Baltimore, Maryland urges support for the Fiscal Year 2018 Better
Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) Grant Application submitted by the
Maryland Port Administration (MPA) for the Seagirt Marine Terminal Berth 3 Modernization P3
Project. This demand-driven project will enable multiple Ultra Large Container Vessels (ULCV5)
to call on the Port of Baltimore. Of note, the vast majority of funding for this project ($26.2 million
out of $33.7 million) or 80 percent would come from the State of Maryland and private investment.

Containerized cargo handled in the Port of Baltimore has reached record levels for each of the
last 8 years and outpaced neighboring container ports growth rates on the North Atlantic. At
present, container demand at Port of Baltimore will reach its current capacity before 2022 unless
additional capacity is provided. As part of the larger Port of Baltimore community, our support for
this project is based upon the direct impact it has on employment, economic competitiveness of
our region, and our port’s infrastructure significance for the national economy.

Seagirt Terminal handles an annual volume of 630,000 containers or 97 percent of the Port of
Baltimore’s container volume and has the highest vessel productivity rates in the U.S. with 38
moves per hour. This project not only allows the Port of Baltimore to grow to meet future demand
by providing additional berthing space for ULCVs, but it also allows Seagirt to maintain existing
container volumes. Once completed, the project will increase operational and commercial
flexibility, and enable more efficient vessel moves in and out of the terminal. In addition, this
project will leverage other ongoing terminal improvement projects that will aid in the reduction of
truck congestion resulting in transportation cost savings to importers and exporters.

Thank you for considering MPA’s Seagirt Marine Terminal Berth 3 Modernization P3 Project for
BUILD funding.

Aaron Tomarchio
Senior Vice President, Administration & Corporate Affairs
Tradepoint Atlantic, LLC

410709.1289 tradepointatlantic.com 1600 Sparrows Point Boulevard Baltimore, Maryland 21219

Sincerest
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