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West Baltimore
Coalition

Our Mission is to advocate for the communities in the West Baltimore Community
to maintain affordable inclusionary housing, share economic vitality, re-establish safe, secure
and effective transportation, and promote community development.

A Journey: Creating a Future

Finally, we have a document “The Transit-Centered Community Development Strategy” that
articulates the heart of the community charting the course for new beginnings in West Baltimore.

“Community participation from the bottom up” distinguishes this documents direction for
future development opportunities that give back benefits and amenities directly to the people that
are affected the most in the development areas.

With the advent of Transit Oriented Community Development a glimmer of hope for our West
Baltimore Community “whose time has come”, after years of being overlooked and uncared for
will once more become a jewel in the crown of the city of Baltimore.

Based on nearly two years of meetings and conversations, this document contains the key
principles that the communities decided were paramount for West Baltimore to become a viable,
thriving, productive and diverse community. Clearly, the people’s choices were for economic
development, improved education, mixed-income (including a sufficient amount of affordable)
housing, safe and efficient transportation, with future development clearly guided by Community
Benefits Agreements. Such agreements can help to ensure self-determination by the
communities. Within the document, each principle mirrors the community’s desires and wishes
as expressed in the workshop process of 2006 and 2007.

The vision of each person in the community, incorporated into a strategy document going
beyond the scope of the conventional Transit Oriented Development approach, brings a fresh
new glimmer of hope for the future. When community’s voice is heard and heeded, the results
can be phenomenal.

We thank each person that participated and contributed to a production that will continue to grow
and develop in the years to come.

72 //,z/.é,é,f_\/,__

/Zelda Robinson, Chair
West Baltimore Coalition

Public Participation from the Bottom Up!
The communities’ right to self-determination: a principle of the West Baltimore Coalition.
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Secretary
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Deputy Secretary

September 2, 2008

I am pleased to join the communities of West Baltimore in introducing the West Baltimore
MARC Station Area Transit-Centered Community Development Strategy. This Strategy
document reflects the successful outcome of an intensive collaboration between the residents of
West Baltimore, the City of Baltimore, and Maryland State agencies led by the Department of
Transportation (MDOT). It is our hope that it will guide future investment in West Baltimore for
decades to come, to help achieve the community's ambitious vision.

Transit Oriented Development (TOD) is a major policy priority for MDOT and West Baltimore
is a key location to focus this policy. This area's strong bus ridership, as well as the current
MARC Station and plans to develop the ""Red Line,"" makes transit a significant element of the
West Baltimore landscape. It is all the more important, therefore, that transit be designed as an
amenity to the area, and that land use planning reflect the needs and opportunities that transit
investment can bring. The citizens of West Baltimore not only understand this, but with courage
and energy have re-emphasized that transportation planning should look beyond system
efficiencies to support the community development needs and opportunitiesof current residents.
It is for this reason that the Strategy document outlines recommended actions not merely to
promote ""TOD,"" but to achieve ""Transit-Centered Community Development' for and with the
residents of West Baltimore.

This Strategy document is symbolic of the unique partnershipand energetic leadership of those
involved in its production. Committed residents and area stakeholders partnered with a broad
array of State and City agencies, to create a process that was not only for the community, but by
the community. On behalf of the Maryland Department of Transportation, I congratulateand
thank the leaders of this effort for the creativity, energy and commitment they have demonstrated
over the course of this interactive process. This collective spirit is testimony to the potential of
the area and marks a brave step forward toward a better future for West Baltimore.

Sincerely,

hn D. Porcari

Secretary

Toll Free Number 1-888-713-1414, TTY Users Call Via MD Relay
7201 Corporate Center Drive, Hanover, Maryland 21076
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