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MBPAC Chairperson Jim Swift began the meeting at 9:35 AM

1.  Approval of the December Meeting Minutes

Dick Cushwa moved and Jeff Springer seconded a motion to approve the December meeting minutes which were unanimously approved. 

2.  Subcommittee Reports

A.  Commuting and Transportation – Subcommittee Chair Jeff Springer reported engaging in negotiations with Harford Community College senior staff regarding adding a bicycling course to the curriculum. He said HCC staff expressed willingness to reinstate a previously offered bicycling course but balked at a suggestion that such instructors be certified by the League of American Bicyclists. Jeff met with Harford County Public Works staff regarding designating selected county roads as bikeways. As a result additional meetings and a charrette are planned for the spring. Harford County will hold a bike safety program utilizing six county libraries during May, including bike helmet give-a-ways. 

Jim Titus inquired whether the presence of bicycle routes was a factor in the placement of speed cameras in Montgomery County. Michael Jackson said placement had been based adjacent to schools and within residential areas. 

B.  Education and Awareness – Subcommittee Chair Vincent Browne was absent due to a scheduling conflict.  Michael reported on his behalf that the E&A Subcommittee met with a MDOT website specialist regarding recommended changes to information regarding MBPAC and bicycling and walking in general. He also said Vince intended to follow up with Safe Routes to Schools Coordinator Joe Pelaia regarding SR2S planned activities in 2008. Michael Mason reported he was developing wellness policies for Maryland school districts and added bicycling, walking and Safe Routes to Schools topics. He urged Members to contact school officials about their wellness policies as it relates to bicycling and walking. 

C. Legislative and Government Affairs. Subcommittee Chair Patrick Sheehan initiated discussion on six bills affecting bicyclists and pedestrians. MBPAC took the following positions: 

HB 143 – Three Foot Passing Rule/Motorists to Yield to Bicyclists in Bike lanes – Support, All State Employees Abstained

HB 230 – Give school crossing guards authority to direct traffic – Support

HB 255 – Requires vehicle operators to give one lane berth to police/emergency personnel on roadway – No position, not considered a bike or ped bill. 

SB 437 – Declares walking State exercise – Support, 4 abstained.

HB 875 – Gives MdTA Chairperson authority to permit bike and pedestrians on toll facilities on a case-by-case basis – Support, 4 abstained

HB 934 – Adds MNCPPC to list of State agencies represented on MBPAC –Motion was passed which states, “MBPAC urges MDOT to work with the appropriate people from Prince George’s and Montgomery counties to refine this proposal. Otherwise MBPAC takes no position on this bill.

HB 1160 – Establishes “Quiet Car” Task Force - Support

D. Tourism and Product Development – Subcommittee Members Neal Welch and Dick Cushwa reported about a proposed Weverton to Roxbury Rail-Trail project in Washington County. This nearly 17 mile trail would begin in Weverton, in far southeast Washington County and extend northerly to Roxbury, located near the Maryland Correctional Institute, a few miles south of Hagerstown. Dick said the project was gaining political support but acknowledged concerns and objections from some residents who live along this right-of-way.

Neal described efforts to lease Department of Natural Resources lands to install wind mills for power generation. Carl Rebele urged any wind power lease right-of-ways include a provision for trails. Neal said DNR has no objection to the inclusion of trails. John Wetmore said he attended a Parks and Trails New York (State) Conference in September, 2007 and was particularly impressed with a session on trails, utilities and railroads. Additional information can be obtained from Fran Gotcsik, Director of Programs and Policy at Parks and Trails New York. She can be reached at 518-434-1583, fgotcsik@ptny.org and the organizations website is www.ptny.org.

3.   Annual Bicycle and Pedestrian Legislative Symposium – MBPAC members Greg Hinchliffe, Jim Swift, John and Dick attended the 11th Annual Bicycle and Pedestrian Legislative Symposium.

4.  Drive Thru Service Windows – There was discussion regarding experiences of bicyclists and pedestrians who were denied access to retail services afforded to motorists at drive-through windows. The Commuting and Transportation and the Legislative and Government Affairs subcommittees agreed to jointly look into this matter to determine if this is a problem in Maryland that should be addressed legislatively.

5.  Lloyd Clarke Update – Dick provided an update regarding findings released by Washoe County, Nevada regarding the crash which took the life of Cumberland Valley Cycling Club member Lloyd Clarke. Mr. Clarke was killed when his bicycle struck an oncoming truck that made a left turn in front of him. Early reports from the Washoe County’s Sheriff’s Office implied that Mr. Clarke was at fault for speeding on a steep downgrade. However a geographic positioning system device Mr. Clarke was wearing indicated he was not exceeding the posted speed limit. The CVCC is raising funds to provide a bench in Mr. Clarke’s memory in Hancock on the Western Maryland Rail Trail. . 

6.  Maryland Association of Counties Annual Meeting – MBPAC previously sent a request to MDOT Secretary John Porcari requesting MDOT’s assistance in increasing the visibility of bicycling and walking at the annual MACO meeting which he agreed to do so.  Jeff has discovered that MACO’s 2008 meeting agenda is pretty much established. There was a suggestion that MBPAC try to work with county officials on this matter since MACO is their organization. Jeff, Ann, Neal, John, Eric Schmitt and Jim Titus agreed to work on this matter. 

7.  Miscellaneous – Michael described the Trails Symposium, held on January 30 by the Metropolitan Area Council of Governments. MBPAC Members John Wetmore, Dick Cushwa and Jim Swift attended. Marci Ross and former MBPAC chair Dave Dionne gave presentations. A discussion took place regarding proposals to make it easier for bicycles to be carried aboard Amtrak trains. Greg will forward background information to Michael. Peter Moe described the 2008 Street Smart Campaign and noted the kickoff event would be taking place on March 7th. Former MBPAC Member Bob Moore battling pancreatic cancer and members are invited to contact him with words of support. 

8.  Adjournment – Jim Swift adjourned the meeting at 12:10 PM. 
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