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July 9, 2021 

 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg  

Secretary  

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, D.C. 20590 
 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

 

We write to offer our full support for the Maryland Department of Transportation State Highway 

Administration’s (MDOT SHA) application for Rebuilding American Infrastructure for 

Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant funding for the MD 5 Great Mills Improvement Project.  

This critical rural project aligns strongly with the primary selection criteria providing significant 

safety, state of good repair, economic competitiveness, environmental sustainability, and quality 

of life benefits to the Southern Maryland region.  

 

The MD 5 Great Mills Improvement Project will add two outside travel lanes, bicycle lanes, and 

sidewalks, as well as replace the bridge over the St. Mary’s River between MD 246 and MD 471.  

Currently, MD 5 between MD 246 and MD 471 experiences long traffic queues during the peak 

travel period, creating congestion and safety concerns, with a crash rate significantly higher than 

the statewide average for similar routes.   

 

Additionally, the county in which the project is located, St. Mary’s County, has the fastest-

growing workforce in the State of Maryland.  An April 2019 Forbes article stated that 

“…California-Lexington Park in Maryland emerged as the city with the highest share of high-

tech jobs in its local economy in the country.”   

 

The high concentration of STEM jobs in this region is driven by the presence of The Patuxent 

River Naval Air Station, home of the Naval Air Systems Command, The Naval Air Warfare 

Center – Aircraft Division, and various other Navy/DOD activities. Pax River NAS is three miles 

east of the project area; Naval Air Station Webster Field and Coast Guard Station St. Inigoes are 

located 11 miles south of the project. These installations employ more than 20,000 active-duty, 

civilians, and contractors. Many of these employees rely on MD 5 and traverse the Great Mills 

project area on a daily basis for access to work, school, day care, and other local destinations. 

For our neighbors in St. Mary’s County who seek to make these vital transportation connections 

to employment and educational opportunities, the MD 5 Great Mills Improvement Project’s 

improved safety, reduced delays, and more reliable travel times will help support equitable 

access to opportunity and economic growth. 
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We urge you to favorably consider this important project and invest in MDOT’s efforts to 

advance this regionally significant rural project. The application represents the strong partnership 

among MDOT SHA, St. Mary’s County, Patuxent River Naval Air Station, with other federal, 

state, and local partners to increase safety and further expand economic opportunity in rural 

Southern Maryland.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

  

_________________________                      _________________________   

Benjamin L. Cardin                                        Chris Van Hollen 

United States Senator                                     United States Senator  

 

 

 

  

_________________________                      _________________________   

Steny H. Hoyer                                               Anthony G. Brown 

Member of Congress                                      Member of Congress  

 

 

 

 

________________________                   

David Trone 

Member of Congress                                       
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June 22, 2021 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg, Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

The St. Mary’s County Delegation offers its full support for the Maryland Department of Transportation State Highway 
Administration’s (MDOT SHA) application for Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) 
grant funding for the MD 5 Great Mills Improvement Project.  This critical rural project strongly aligns with the primary 
selection criteria providing significant safety, state of good repair, economic competitiveness, environmental 
sustainability, and quality of life benefits to the Southern Maryland region.  
 
The MD 5 Great Mills Improvement Project will add two outside travel lanes, bicycle lanes and sidewalks, as well as replace 
the bridge over the St. Mary’s River, between MD 246 and MD 471. Currently, MD 5 between MD 246 and MD 471 
experiences long traffic queues during peak travel periods, creating congestion and safety concerns, with a crash rate 
significantly higher than the statewide average for similar routes.  
 
Additionally, St. Mary’s County, where the project is located, has the fastest-growing workforce in the State of Maryland.  
An April 2019 Forbes article stated that “…California-Lexington Park in Maryland emerged as the city with the highest 
share of high-tech jobs in its local economy in the country.” 1  The high concentration of STEM jobs in this region is driven 
by the presence of The Patuxent River Naval Air Station, home of the Naval Air Systems Command, The Naval Air Warfare 
Center – Aircraft Division, and various other Navy/DOD activities. Pax River NAS is three miles east of the project area; 
Naval Air Station Webster Field and Coast Guard Station St. Inigoes are located 11 miles south of the project. These 
installations employ more than 20,000 active-duty, civilians, and contractors. Many of these employees rely on MD 5 and 
traverse the Great Mills project area on a daily basis for access to work, school, day care, and other local destinations. For 
our neighbors in St. Mary’s County who seek to make these vital transportation connections to employment and 
educational opportunities, the MD 5 Great Mills Improvement Project’s improved safety, reduced delays, and more 
reliable travel times will help support equitable access to opportunity and economic growth. 
 
I urge you to approve this regionally significant rural project. The application represents the strong partnership among 
MDOT SHA, St. Mary’s County, Patuxent River Naval Air Station, and other federal, state, and local partners, to increase 
safety and further expand economic opportunity in rural Southern Maryland.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Senator Jack Bailey     Delegate Matt Morgan  Delegate Jerry Clark  Delegate Brian Crosby 

                                                           
1 https://www.forbes.com/sites/niallmccarthy/2019/04/17/the-u-s-cities-with-the-most-stem-jobs-infographic/#69bd51724d19 
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CALVERT COUNTY 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

175 Main Street 
Prince Frederick, Maryland 20678 

410-535-1600 • 301-855-1243 
www.calvertcountymd.gov 

Board of Commissioners 
Earl F. Hance, President 
Steven R. Weems, Vice President 
Mike Hart 
Thomas E. Hutchins 
Kelly D. McConkey 

June 15, 2021 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U. S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

The Calvert County Board of County Commissioners offers its full support for the Maryland Department of 
Transportation State Highway Administration's (MDOT SHA) application for Rebuilding American 
Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant funding for the MD 5 Great Mills Improvement 
Project. This critical rural project aligns strongly with the primary selection criteria providing significant safety, 
state of good repair, economic competitiveness, environmental sustainability, and quality of life benefits to the 
Southern Maryland region. 

The MD 5 Great Mills Improvement Project will add two outside travel lanes, bicycle lanes and sidewalks, as 
well as replace the bridge over the St. Mary's River, between MD 246 and MD 471. Currently, MD 5 between 
MD 246 and MD 471 experiences long traffic queues during the peak travel period, creating congestion and safety 
concerns, with a crash rate significantly higher than the statewide average for similar routes. 

Additionally, St. Mary's County, where the project is located, has the fastest-growing workforce in the state of 
Maryland. An April 2019 Forbes article stated that "...California-Lexington Park in Maryland emerge as the city 
with the highest share of high-tech jobs in its local economy in the country." ' The high concentration of science, 
technology, engineering, and math (STEM) jobs in this region is driven by the presence of The Patuxent River 
Naval Air Station (Pax River NAS), home of the Naval Air Systems Command, The Naval Air Warfare Center —
Aircraft Division, and various other Navy/DOD activities. Pax River NAS is three miles east of the project area; 
Naval Air Station Webster Field and Coast Guard Station St. Inigoes are located 11 miles south of the project. 
These installations employ more than 20,000 active-duty, civilians, and contractors. Many of these employees 
rely on MD 5 and traverse the Great Mills project area on a daily basis for access to work, school, day care, and 
other local destinations. For our neighbors in St. Mary's County who seek to make these vital transportation 
connections to employment and educational opportunities, the MD 5 Great Mills Improvement Project's 
improved safety, reduced delays, and more reliable travel times will help support equitable access to opportunity 
and economic growth. 

Maryland Relay for Impaired Hearing or Speech: 1-800-735-2258 
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Sincerely, 
Board of County Commissioners, 
Calvert County 

We urge you to approve this regionally significant rural project. The application represents the strong partnership 
among MDOT SHA, St. Mary's County, Pax River NAS, and other federal, state, and local partners to increase 
safety and further expand economic opportunity in rural Southern Maryland. 

Mike Hart 

Thomas E. Hutchins 

1  https://www.forbes.com/sites/niallmccarthy/2019/04/17/the-u-s-cities-with-the-most-stem-jobs-
infographic/#69bd51724d19  

Maryland Relay for Impaired Hearing or Speech: 1-800-735-2258 
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June 23, 2021 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Secretary of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, D.C. 20590 

 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

The Maryland Chamber of Commerce offers its full support for the Maryland 

Department of Transportation State Highway Administration’s (MDOT SHA) application 

for Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant 

funding for the MD 5 Great Mills Improvement Project.  This critical rural project strongly 

aligns with the primary selection criteria providing significant safety, state of good 

repair, economic competitiveness, environmental sustainability, and quality of life 

benefits to the Southern Maryland region.  

 

The MD 5 Great Mills Improvement Project will add two outside travel lanes, bicycle lanes 

and sidewalks, as well as replace the bridge over the St. Mary’s River, between MD 246 

and MD 471. Currently, MD 5 between MD 246 and MD 471 experiences long traffic 

queues during peak travel periods, creating congestion and safety concerns, with a 

crash rate significantly higher than the statewide average for similar routes.  

 

Additionally, St. Mary’s County, where the project is located, has the fastest-growing 

workforce in the State of Maryland.  An April 2019 Forbes article stated that 

“…California-Lexington Park in Maryland emerged as the city with the highest share of 

high-tech jobs in its local economy in the country.” 1  The high concentration of STEM 

jobs in this region is driven by the presence of The Patuxent River Naval Air Station, 

home of the Naval Air Systems Command, The Naval Air Warfare Center – Aircraft 

Division, and various other Navy/DOD activities. Pax River NAS is three miles east of the 

project area; Naval Air Station Webster Field and Coast Guard Station St. Inigoes are 

located 11 miles south of the project. These installations employ more than 20,000 

active-duty, civilians, and contractors. Many of these employees rely on MD 5 and 

traverse the Great Mills project area on a daily basis for access to work, school, day care, 

and other local destinations. For our neighbors in St. Mary’s County who seek to make 

these vital transportation connections to employment and educational opportunities, 

 
1 https://www.forbes.com/sites/niallmccarthy/2019/04/17/the-u-s-cities-with-the-most-stem-jobs-
infographic/#69bd51724d19 
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the MD 5 Great Mills Improvement Project’s improved safety, reduced delays, and more 

reliable travel times will help support equitable access to opportunity and economic 

growth. 

 

We urge you to approve this regionally significant rural project. The application 

represents the strong partnership among MDOT SHA, St. Mary’s County, Patuxent River 

Naval Air Station, and other federal, state, and local partners, to increase safety and 

further expand economic opportunity in rural Southern Maryland.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Maryland Chamber of Commerce  
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June 10, 2021 

 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Secretary of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, D.C. 20590 
 

 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

The Cherry Cove Group, whose corporate offices and primary hotel and commercial office 

space operations are located in and immediately surrounding the MD Route 246 corridor,   

offers its full support for the Maryland Department of Transportation State Highway 

Administration’s (MDOT SHA) application for Rebuilding American Infrastructure with 

Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant funding for the MD 5 Great Mills Improvement 

Project.  This critical rural project strongly aligns with the primary selection criteria 

providing significant safety, state of good repair, economic competitiveness, environmental 

sustainability, and quality of life benefits to the Southern Maryland region.  

 

The MD 5 Great Mills Improvement Project will add two outside travel lanes, bicycle lanes 

and sidewalks, as well as replace the bridge over the St. Mary’s River, between MD 246 

and MD 471. Currently, MD 5 between MD 246 and MD 471 experiences long traffic 

queues during peak travel periods, creating congestion and safety concerns, with a crash 

rate significantly higher than the statewide average for similar routes.  

 

Additionally, St. Mary’s County, where the project is located, has the fastest-growing 

workforce in the State of Maryland.  An April 2019 Forbes article stated that 

“…California-Lexington Park in Maryland emerged as the city with the highest share of 

high-tech jobs in its local economy in the country.” 1  The high concentration of STEM jobs 

in this region is driven by the presence of The Patuxent River Naval Air Station, home of 

the Naval Air Systems Command, The Naval Air Warfare Center – Aircraft Division, and 

various other Navy/DOD activities. Pax River NAS is three miles east of the project area; 

Naval Air Station Webster Field and Coast Guard Station St. Inigoes are located 11 miles 

south of the project. These installations employ more than 20,000 active-duty, civilians, 

and contractors.  

 
1 https://www.forbes.com/sites/niallmccarthy/2019/04/17/the-u-s-cities-with-the-most-stem-jobs-
infographic/#69bd51724d19 
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Many of these employees rely on MD 5 and traverse the Great Mills project area on a daily basis 

for access to work, school, day care, and other local destinations. For our neighbors in St. Mary’s 

County who seek to make these vital transportation connections to employment and educational 

opportunities, the MD 5 Great Mills Improvement Project’s improved safety, reduced delays, 

and more reliable travel times will help support equitable access to opportunity and economic 

growth. 

 

I urge you to approve this regionally significant rural project. The application represents the 

strong partnership among MDOT SHA, St. Mary’s County, Patuxent River Naval Air Station, 

and other federal, state, and local partners, to increase safety and further expand economic 

opportunity in rural Southern Maryland.  

 

 

 

         Sincerely, 

 

 

 

         Brian K. Norris 

         President / CEO 
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June 23, 2021 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Secretary of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

I write to offer AAA Mid-Atlantic’s support for the Maryland Department of Transportation State Highway 

Administration’s (MDOT SHA) application for Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development 

(BUILD) grant funding for the MD 5 Great Mills Improvement Project.   
 

The MD 5 Great Mills Improvement Project will add two outside travel lanes, bicycle lanes and sidewalks, as 

well as replace the bridge over the St. Mary’s River, between MD 246 and MD 471. Currently, MD 5 

between MD 246 and MD 471 experiences long traffic queues during the peak travel period, creating 

congestion and safety concerns, with a crash rate significantly higher than the statewide average for similar 
routes. New commercial and residential developments planned near the community of Great Mills will 

generate higher traffic volumes by 2040 producing failing levels of service along MD 5.   

 

Additionally, the county in which the project is located, St. Mary’s County, has the fastest-growing 

workforce in the State of Maryland.  An April 2019 Forbes article stated that “…California-Lexington Park 
in Maryland emerged as the city with the highest share of high-tech jobs in its local economy in the country.” 

1  The high concentration of STEM jobs in this region is driven by the presence of several military 

installations in Southern Maryland.  The Patuxent River Naval Air Station is three miles east of the project 

area and Naval Air Station Webster Field and Coast Guard Station St. Inigoes are located 11 miles to the 

south of the project. These installations alone employ 18,000 active-duty, civilians, and contractors many of 
whom rely on MD 5 for access to destinations around D.C. and Maryland and in the event of a State or 

national emergency.  

 

I urge you to favorably consider this important project and invest in MDOT’s efforts to advance this 

regionally significant rural project.  The application represents the strong partnership among MDOT SHA, 

St. Mary’s County, Patuxent River Naval Air Station, with other federal, state, and local partners to increase 
traffic safety and reduce congestion in rural Southern Maryland.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Ragina C. Ali 

 

Ragina C. Ali 

Public & Government Affairs Manager 
AAA Mid-Atlantic, Maryland 

                                                             
1 https://www.forbes.com/sites/niallmccarthy/2019/04/17/the-u-s-cities-with-the-most-stem-jobs-
infographic/#69bd51724d19 
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               May 28, 2021 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 
 

The Board of Directors of the Visit St. Mary’s MD offers its full support for the Maryland Department of 
Transportation State Highway Administration’s (MDOT SHA) application for Rebuilding American 
Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant funding for the MD 5 Great Mills Improvement 
Project.  This critical rural project strongly aligns with the primary selection criteria providing significant 
safety, state of good repair, economic competitiveness, environmental sustainability, and quality of life 
benefits to the Southern Maryland region. 
 

The MD 5 Great Mills Improvement Project will add two outside travel lanes, bicycle lanes and sidewalks, 
as well as replace the bridge over the St. Mary’s River, between MD 246 and MD 471. As is evident at 
the typical morning and evening rush hour, the intersection at Great Mills and MD Route 5 is 
overwhelmed by thousands of vehicles.  The two sets of traffic lights create a bottle neck that can cause 
travel delays of 30 to 90 minutes. The situation also creates congestion and safety concerns, with a crash 
rate significantly higher than the statewide average for similar routes.  
 

Visitors come to St. Mary’s County to enjoy a relaxing vacation in the country.  Instead, at certain times 
of day they experience unexpected and unwelcome traffic.  This is hardly conducive to building our 
tourism industry. This will also support our growing recreational tourism industry by building 
infrastructure for those who want to experience our county by biking and hiking.  This project not only 
enhance the county experience for this demographic but makes it safer for them as well. Improving the 
travel conditions in this one area will greatly enhance the visitors’ experience and help make St. Mary’s 
County a destination of choice.   
 

We urge you to approve this regionally significant rural project. The application represents the strong 
partnership among MDOT SHA, St. Mary’s County, Patuxent River Naval Air Station, and other federal, 
state, and local partners, to increase safety and further expand economic opportunity in rural Southern 
Maryland. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Regina Faden, Chair  

Visit St. Mary’s MD, INC. 
23115 Leonard Hall Drive 

Potomac Building 
2nd Floor 

PO Box 653 
www.VisitStMarysMD.com 
info@visitstmarysmd.com 

301-475-4200 x *1404 
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Board of Directors: 
Kim Aus     
Nancy Easterling    
Jim Grube     
Chris Kaselemis   
Phil Langley  
Laschelle McKay  
Scott Sanders  
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Phone:  301-475-5511 ext. 32178; Fax:  301-475-4270 
 

 

 
St. Mary’s County Public School System does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, gender, age, national origin, marital status, 

sexual orientation, religion, or disability in matters affecting employment or providing access to programs. 
 

St. Mary’s County Public Schools 
Central Administration 

Office of the Superintendent 
23160 Moakley Street, Suite 109 
Leonardtown, Maryland  20650 

 
Dr. J. Scott Smith 

Superintendent 
 

 

May 19, 2021 

 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

I write to offer my full support for the Maryland Department of Transportation State Highway 
Administration’s (MDOT SHA) application for Rebuilding American Infrastructure with 
Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant funding for the MD 5 Great Mills Improvement Project.  
This critical rural project strongly aligns with the primary selection criteria providing significant 
safety, state of good repair, economic competitiveness, environmental sustainability, and 
quality of life benefits to the Southern Maryland region.  
 
The MD 5 Great Mills Improvement Project will add two outside travel lanes, bicycle lanes and 
sidewalks, as well as replace the bridge over the St. Mary’s River, between MD 246 and 
MD 471. Currently, MD 5 between MD 246 and MD 471 experiences long traffic queues during 
peak travel periods, creating congestion and safety concerns, with a crash rate significantly 
higher than the statewide average for similar routes.  
 
Additionally, St. Mary’s County, where the project is located, has the fastest-growing workforce 
in the State of Maryland.  An April 2019 Forbes article stated that “…California-Lexington Park in 
Maryland emerged as the city with the highest share of high-tech jobs in its local economy in 
the country.” 1  The high concentration of STEM jobs in this region is driven by the presence of 
The Patuxent River Naval Air Station, home of the Naval Air Systems Command, The Naval Air 
Warfare Center – Aircraft Division, and various other Navy/DOD activities. Pax River NAS is 
three miles east of the project area; Naval Air Station Webster Field and Coast Guard Station St. 
Inigoes are located 11 miles south of the project. These installations employ more than 20,000 
active-duty, civilians, and contractors. Many of these employees rely on MD 5 and traverse the 
Great Mills project area on a daily basis for access to work, school, day care, and other local 

 
1 https://www.forbes.com/sites/niallmccarthy/2019/04/17/the-u-s-cities-with-the-most-stem-jobs-
infographic/#69bd51724d19 
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destinations. For our neighbors in St. Mary’s County who seek to make these vital 
transportation connections to employment and educational opportunities, the MD 5 Great 
Mills Improvement Project’s improved safety, reduced delays, and more reliable travel times 
will help support equitable access to opportunity and economic growth. 
 
I urge you to approve this regionally significant rural project. The application represents the 
strong partnership among MDOT SHA, St. Mary’s County, Patuxent River Naval Air Station, and 
other federal, state, and local partners, to increase safety and further expand economic 
opportunity in rural Southern Maryland.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
J. Scott Smith, EdD 
Superintendent of Schools 
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