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House Environment and Transportation Committee
Senate Education, Energy, and the Environment Committee

Re: Zero Emission Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Council (ZEEVIC) Statements of Position
Dear Chair Feldman, Chair Korman, and Committee Members:

Maryland’s Zero Emission Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Council (ZEEVIC) has reviewed the 2026
legislation below and respectfully offers the following statements of position. This is the second
letter of position statements ZEEVIC has prepared for the 2026 Session.

About ZEEVIC

The Maryland General Assembly established ZEEVIC (originally the Electric Vehicle Infrastructure
Council, or EVIC) via legislation in 2011 and expanded it in 2019 and 2024. ZEEVIC’s mission is to
evaluate zero emission vehicle (ZEV) ownership and charging station incentives; develop
recommendations for a statewide infrastructure plan; and propose policies to promote the
successful integration of EVs into Maryland’s communities and transportation system. ZEEVIC’s
responsibilities are directly related to helping Maryland meet its greenhouse gas emissions
reduction goals and support its transition to a clean transportation economy.

ZEEVIC is an independent council and each statement of position below represents a consensus
viewpoint of ZEEVIC’s diverse stakeholder membership. They do not necessarily represent the
positions of the Moore-Miller Administration, state agencies or other individual ZEEVIC
members.

ZEEVIC supports the following bills:

e SB 0622: Maryland Strategic Energy Investment Fund - Required Uses - Building
Electrification and Transportation Electrification. This is a straightforward and simple
bill that amends and clarifies the allowable uses for Maryland’s Strategic Energy
Investment Fund (SEIF). SB 622 establishes that the SEIF’s allowable uses include
providing “loans and grants for building electrification and transportation
electrification.”

—AND -

e HB 1040: Maryland Strategic Energy Investment Fund - Mandated Uses - Climate
Change Programs. This bill requires that for FY28 through FY32, money in the Maryland
Strategic Energy Investment Fund be allocated in set amounts to certain programs that
reduce the impact of climate change. These allocations include $25 million each year
towards zero emission vehicles (ZEVs) and related infrastructure.
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Comment: Both of these bills seek to leverage the SEIF to advance transportation
electrification, but take different approaches in how they do it. ZEEVIC does not
advocate for one bill over the other; rather ZEEVIC supports the bills’ common approach
of using the SEIF to fund transportation electrification. Given the fiscal challenges facing
the State’s general fund, it is essential to identify other funding sources for
transportation electrification to meet the State’s statutory emission reduction
commitments enacted into law through the Climate Solutions Now Act of 2022.
Particularly now, in 2026, as the federal government has changed its posture towards
transportation electrification from supportive to oppositional, the need for continued
leadership by the State is as strong as ever.

HB 1225: Weights and Measures - Electric Vehicle Charging Equipment - Registration
Fees. This bill changes the source of funding for the Maryland Department of
Agriculture’s Weights and Measures EVSE inspection program from being solely fee-
funded, to a mixture of fee-funded and appropriated from the Strategic Energy
Investment Fund. It also caps the annual EVSE registration fee to be no more than the
annual fee for retail motor fuel dispensers.

Comment: ZEEVIC supports this bill because it reduces the annual registration fee for
charging operators from $150 per meter to not exceed the fee charged per meter for a
retail motor fuel dispenser meter. This change will ease financial pressure on operators,
many of whom run chargers on thin margins and offer them primarily as a customer
convenience. Lowering the fee will help prevent the removal of these chargers and
preserve Maryland’s EV infrastructure, particularly among small, locally owned
providers.

HB 1374: Alternative Fuel, Fuel-Efficient, and Electric Vehicles - Highway Use Fees. This
bill modifies the existing flat annual $125 registration surcharge for plug-in electric drive
vehicles to allow drivers to voluntarily opt-in to pay a mileage-based user fee (MBUF) in
lieu of the flat fee, similar to current practice in Virginia. This approach more closely
approximates the same “user pays” principle the state has taken with gas-powered
vehicles via the gasoline tax: drivers who drive more miles buy more gasoline and pay
more gas tax than drivers who drive less. Under this bill, EV drivers will choose either to
pay the existing $125 annual registration surcharge, or to opt-in to the MBUF program.
Drivers in the MBUF program will pay a fee which is proportional to their miles driven,
capped at the $125 annual fee.

Comment: ZEEVIC supports this bill because it will allow low-mile drivers to avoid paying
for miles they don’t drive, while preserving the current surcharge structure for EVs that
exceed the state average mile threshold.

ZEEVIC takes no position on the provisions in the bill that would allocate the funds

towards MARC commuter rail service.
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ZEEVIC opposes the following bills:

HB 0673: Consumer Goods - Restrictions Based on Energy Source - Prohibition (Energy
Equality Act of 2026). This bill prevents a local government or unit of State government
from establishing procurement requirements for vehicles and other consumer goods on
the basis of the fuel or energy source for transportation. It also repeals MDE’s low
emissions vehicle program and MDE’s ZEV sale requirements for medium- and heavy-
duty vehicles.

Comment: ZEEVIC opposes this bill because it would prevent the State and local
governments from establishing and implementing both new and existing programs that
support the sale or procurement of zero-emission vehicles. Policies, including ZEV
procurement standards, are essential tools to enable the State and local governments to
meet their emission reduction goals and to advance ZEV adoption more broadly.

HB 1019: School Bus Transition - Propane-Powered School Buses - Grant Program,
Fund, and Purchase. This bill expands the Zero-Emission Vehicle (ZEV) School Bus
Transition Grant Program (and a corresponding special fund) by incorporating propane-
powered school buses within existing provisions governing ZEV school buses.
Additionally, beginning in fiscal 2030, the bill authorizes a local board of education to
enter into a new contract for the purchase of school buses that are propane-powered.

Comment: ZEEVIC opposes this bill because it would enable funds intended solely for
ZEV school buses to be used for propane-powered buses. ZEEVIC acknowledges that
propane-powered school buses have less tailpipe emissions and produce less air
pollution than diesel school buses, but ZEV school buses are the only school bus
technology without any tailpipe emissions or air pollution. Moreover, ZEV school buses
have proven to offer value to the electric grid through managed charging. This can
include charging during off-peak hours when electricity on the grid is abundant, and
sending power back to the grid during periods of peak demand.

Because ZEV school buses are more costly than either diesel- or propane-powered
school buses, financial support such as the ZEV School Bus Transition Grant Program is
often essential to help local school districts purchase these vehicles. Diluting that fund
for other purposes would reduce funding for ZEV school buses and make it more difficult
for local school districts to purchase them.

Additional information about ZEEVIC’s membership, mission, and goals are available in the
attached handout.

Thank you for your consideration of ZEEVIC’s statements of position. If you have questions or if
we can provide further information, please feel free to email zeevic@ mdot.maryland.gov.
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Respectfully,

Josh Cohen
Chair, Legislative Working Group
ZEEVIC

Scott Wilson
Vice Chair, Legislative Working Group
ZEEVIC

Attachment
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