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September 11, 2023

Mr. Paul J. Wiedefeld, Secreta ry
Maryland Department of Tra nsportation
7201 Corporate Center Drive

Hanover, MD 21076

Re: Draft FY24 - FY29 Maryland Consolidated Transportation Plan

Dear Secretary Wiedefeld:

On behalf of Frederick County, | am writing to respectfully request that the MD 180, Jefferson Pike, and

Ballenger Creek Pike project be reinstated into the FY24— FY29 Maryland Consolidated Transportation
Program (CTP).

As a thriving community in central Maryland, Frederick County (“County”) continues to seek investments
in its transportation network that meet the rapidly diversifying needs of our residents, municipalities,
businesses, and industries. The County values its collaborative relationship with the Maryland
Department of Transportation (MDOT) and appreciates past and present efforts to invest in meaningful
transportation network improvements throughout Frederick County.

The FY23 — FY28 CTP included the MD 180, Jefferson Pike, and Ballenger Creek Pike project which
consisted of a preliminary planning study focused on improving capacity and operations on a 2.7-mile
road corridor between Corporate Drive and Greenfield Drive (Exhibit A)

The study also evaluated the ability to include bicycle and . j“h“ : ?;
pedestrian accommodations where feasible and appropriate, )y ¥
helping to support a multimodal corridor. The County o % ]
contributed $500,000 to the planning activities and the A e
project moved forward as a collaborative effort between the i
County, The City of Frederick, and the MDOT. — %

Y m.‘,.vﬂ‘"m”“
The MD 180/MD 351 corridor continues to see rapid mixed- s
use development consisting of residential homes, biomedical ' 4
testing and research, warehouse and logistics, and business Faat m
park uses. The City of Frederick has overseen significant { MD 180/ MD 357 | =t St s
growth in the area and, in conjunction with County efforts, it Project Area Map g

is of critical importance to ensure that the built environment
be prepared for the growing transit propensity and the
development already present. Infrastructure must thus be developed in a manner suitable to ensure
safe, reliable, efficient multimodal options for users of all ages and abilities. There are existing

Figure 1: Project Location Map
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operational issues along the roadway network and the County has several road escrow accounts
collecting mitigation fees that would be available for future roadway improvements.

Several MDOT roadway infrastructure projects have been designed and constructed along the MD
180/MD 351 corridor providing needed improvements from Corporate Drive to just east of the |-70
bridge, leaving approximately a 0.9-mile unimproved section, which was included in the original
planning study. The County is appreciative of these improvements and desires to see the remaining
corridor improvements through to completion as originally envisioned.

The County recognizes and endorses the importance of a safety-first approach to the transportation
network and believes that the removal of this project is not representative of a safety-first focus. In
response to the rapid development in the area, the County is conducting preliminary planning activities
for a public safety facility (fire station) that will access MD 180 from Fair Oaks Drive, just west of the I-70
bridge. There is a sight distance access issue that cannot be resolved without a bridge improvement and
widening on this remaining unimproved section, creating further difficulties in the effort to provide
adequate public facilities in this area.

The draft CTP did not propose any funding in the current year or any of the out years for the MD 180
project. There is no financial impact on the FY24— FY29 CTP if the project remains in the CTP. The
removal of this project will make it difficult to add it back to a future CTP for funding consideration,
resulting in a partially completed transportation corridor that the County prioritized and invested local
dollars in.

The County respectfully requests the MD 180, Jefferson Pike, and Ballenger Creek Pike Project remain in
the Draft and Final FY24— FY29 CTP.

Thank you for your continued partnership in meeting the needs of Maryland residents and businesses in
Frederick County. If you have any questions about this matter, please contact Mr. Mark Mishler,
Division of Planning and Permitting, at 301-600-6742 or mmishler@frederickcountymd.gov.

ek

Jes(f.@’ Fitzwater, Coun’ty Executive
Frederick County, Maryland

Sincerely,

Attachment: Exhibit A

cc: Andrew Radcliffe, District Engineer, MDOT SHA District 7
John K. Peterson, Chief Administrative Officer, Office of the County Executive
Victoria Venable, Legislative Director, Office of the County Executive
Deborah A. Carpenter, Director, Frederick County Planning and Permitting Division
Mark Mishler, Transportation Engineering Supervisor, Frederick County Planning and Permitting
Division
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