
Letters of Support Table of Contents 

Maryland Governor Larry Hogan  1 

Maryland DOT Secretary Greg Slater 3 

Maryland Congressional Delegation 5 

Washington County Delegation 7 

Washington County Board of County Commissioners  9 

Washington County Chamber of Commerce 11 

Washington County Historical Society 12 

Washington County Department of Business Development 13 

Washington County Community Coalition 15 

US Senator Joe Manchin III 16 

US Representative Alex Mooney  17 

Mayor of Hagerstown, MD the Honorable Emily Keller  18 

Mayor of Martinsburg, WV the Honorable Harriet E. Johnson 20 

Hagerstown/Eastern Panhandle Metropolitan Organization 21 

AAA Mid-Atlantic, Maryland  23 

A.C.&T. Co., Inc 24 

Antietam Broadband  26 

Berkeley County Chamber of Commerce 27 

Berkley County Development Authority  28 

Bowman Development Corp.  30 

Bowman Group  32 

Chambersburg Chamber of Commerce  33 

Community Action Council-Washington County  34 

Dot Foods, Inc 36 

Ewing Oil 38 

Franklin County Area Development Corporation 39 

Franklin County Planning Department  41 



43 

44 

47 

48 

49 

50 

52 

54 

56 

57 

58 

59 

62 

63 

64 

65 

66 

68 

69 

71 

73 

74 

76 

77 

79 

80 

Fiserv  

Greater Hagerstown Committee 

Hagerstown Home Store  

Hampton Inn  

Heart of Civil War  

Hagerstown Regal Airport  

Hub Labels  

I-81 Corridor Coalition

Maryland Chamber of Commerce  

Maryland Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 

Maryland Motor Truck Association 

Maryland Transportation Commission 

Meritus Health 

North Point Development  

Procter & Gamble  

Plamondon Companies  

Potomac Edison 

R + L Carriers 

Robinwood Dental  

Sierra Nevada Corporation  

Ten Thousand Villages Hagerstown 

Valley Mall  

Visit Hagerstown  

Volvo Group  

Emilie Amt 

Joseph Kroboth 

Nicholas Colvin

Washington County Administrator Martirano

82 

84



1



2



3



4



March 15, 2021

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

RE: I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connections: Providing Opportunities for Economic Growth,
Equitable Job Access, and Improved Safety

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

We write to offer our full support for the I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection project, a joint
application of the Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT) and Washington County for the
Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) grant program. This project will improve operational
capacity and mobility needs, as well as address critical safety concerns along this designated freight
corridor in Maryland’s rural, Appalachian region. It also completes a long-planned county road that
connects I-81 with MD 63 via Halfway Boulevard, unlocking business development opportunities and
equitable access to jobs, and providing alternative routes for freight traffic to both I-81 and I-70,
improving regional freight mobility.

The I-81 Corridor in Maryland no longer meets system performance requirements, resulting in a
disruptive bottleneck that negatively affects the movement of freight along this nationally significant
corridor. I-81 is estimated to carry 12 percent of the country's Gross Domestic Product per year. The
Maryland portion alone carries more than 19,400 trucks per day, which falls within the top 1% of truck
volume by lane mile in the entire nation. Truck volume will only continue to increase with the boom
in logistics companies opening up in the region. Further, this has proven to be critical this past year
during the COVID-19 health crisis with getting essential items delivered throughout the region and
around our nation.

The widening of I-81 from MD 68 to beyond I-70, done in conjunction with the extension of Halfway
Boulevard, will be an enormous boost to the regional economy. An investment in this project will
support thousands of existing jobs already in the corridor and promote additional employment
opportunities, all of which are accessible to the most challenged populations in the quad-state region
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and adjacent Opportunity Zones. This project will also enable the development of new business parks,
increase freight access and connectivity, expand critically needed truck parking, and reduce traffic
congestion, travel times, air pollution, and safety hazards. Further, as an Electric Vehicle (EV) Ready
corridor, I-81 connects to a network of EV charging locations in Maryland, Pennsylvania,
WestVirginia, and Virginia as green technology is advanced in the region to combat climate change.

We appreciate your strong consideration of this joint application for the I-81/Halfway Boulevard
Freight Connection Project. This application represents the strong partnership between Maryland,
Washington County, and the private sector to leverage all available resources to complete this priority
project. A federal  investment in our community will help ensure that I-81 remains a national asset for
freight movement for decades to come – safely and responsibly moving critical goods and services
around our nation.

Sincerely,

/s/ /s/
David Trone Benjamin L. Cardin
Member of Congress United States Senator

/s/ /s/
Chris Van Hollen Steny H. Hoyer
United States Senator Member of Congress

/s/ /s/
C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger John P. Sarbanes
Member of Congress Member of Congress

/s/ /s/
Andy Harris, M.D. Kweisi Mfume
Member of Congress Member of Congress

/s/ /s/
Anthony G. Brown Jamie Raskin
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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March 16, 2021 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

RE: I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connections: Providing Opportunities for Economic Growth, 
Equitable Job Access, and Improved Safety 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

On behalf of the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, MD, I write to offer full 
support for the I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection project, a joint application of the 
Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT) and Washington County for the Infrastructure 
for Rebuilding America (INFRA) grant program. This project will improve operational capacity 
and mobility needs, as well as address critical safety concerns along this designated freight corridor 
in Maryland’s rural, Appalachian region. It also completes a long-planned county road that 
connects Interstate 81 with MD 63 via Halfway Boulevard, unlocking business development 
opportunities and equitable access to jobs, and providing alternative routes for freight traffic to 
both I-81 and I-70, improving regional freight mobility.  

The widening of I-81 from MD 68 to beyond I-70, done in conjunction with the extension of 
Halfway Boulevard, will be an enormous boost to the economy of Washington County and the 
surrounding region. An investment in this project will support thousands of existing jobs already 
in the corridor and promote additional employment opportunities, all of which are accessible to 
the most challenged populations in the quad-state region and adjacent Opportunity Zones. This 
project will also enable the development of new business parks, increase freight access and 
connectivity, expand critically needed truck parking, and reduce traffic congestion, travel times, 
air pollution, and safety hazards. Further, as an Electric Vehicle (EV) Ready corridor, I-81 
connects to a network of EV charging locations in Maryland, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and 
Virginia as green technology is advanced in the region to combat climate change. 

The Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, MD appreciate your favorable 
consideration of this joint application for the I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection Project. 
This application represents the strong partnership between Maryland, Washington County, and the 
private sector to leverage all available resources to complete this priority project. A federal 
investment in our community will help ensure that I-81 remains a national asset for freight 
movement for decades to come – safely and responsibly moving critical goods and services around 
our nation and ensuring Washington County remains a safe and vital place to live, work, and play. 

Jeffrey A. Cline, President 
Terry L. Baker, Vice President 

Krista L. Hart, Clerk 

Wayne K. Keefer 
Randall E. Wagner 

100 West Washington Street, Suite 1101 | Hagerstown, MD 21740-4735 | P: 240.313.2200 | F: 240.313.2201 
WWW.WASHCO-MD.NET 
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Sincerely, 
 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF  
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MARYLAND 
 
 
By:  ________________________________________ 
  Jeffrey A. Cline, President 
 
Cc: Board of County Commissioners 
 John Martirano, County Administrator, Washington County 
 Scott Hobbs, Director, Division of Engineering, Washington County 
 Susan Buchanan, Director, Office of Grant Management, Washington County 
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135 West Washington Street,  Hagerstown, Maryland 21740 
301.797.8782    washcohistory.org 

March 1, 2021 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Subject: Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) Grant Program I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight 
Connection: Providing Opportunities for Economic Growth, Equitable Job Access, and Improved Safety. 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 

I am writing you today to urge your support of the Maryland effort to secure the Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) 
grant application for I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection: Providing Opportunities for Economic Growth, Equitable Job 
Access, and Improved Safety to assist in the funding of this critical infrastructure improvement. The Washington County 
Historical Society supports this application and we encourage your support in its approval and funding. 

The Washington County Historical Society was established in 1911 by a group of concerned citizens that realized the 
importance of preserving the rich history of Washington County, Md; the first county to named in honor of President George 
Washington. Many historic sites were in need of protection; sites on the historic Antietam battlefield such as Burnside Bridge 
and Dunker Church. Other sites like the Washington Monument, the first dedicated to President George Washington. The 
building that houses our museum and historic gardens was constructed in 1825, but we have researched deeds to the mid-
1700s. We continue to preserve it today as a museum dedicated to the treasures of Washington County. 

The Historical Society relies on Interstate 81 to assist our visitors in arriving safely to our Miller House Museum and Gardens, 
the Historic District of Hagerstown and our beautiful MainStreet community. Visitors to Washington county have the 
opportunity to visit many historic sites, artistically crafted churches from early colonization of western Maryland, incredible 
restaurants and entertainment. The historic Fort Frederick, built in 1756, features a unique stone fort that served as Maryland’s 
frontier defense during the French and Indian War. 

On a personal note, I travel I81 daily and have been subject to major delays that could be circumvented by the additional 
freight connection. As a frequent traveler, I am often influenced by the ease of access in returning to my major travel route. A 
smooth transition determines if I will venture to discover that new gallery or historic site. It is dismaying that a visitor will miss 
seeing the well-researched and exhibited history that our museum offers due to a traffic delay.  

Increasing our tax revenue and economic growth, helping with the revitalization of our downtown, and improved safety will all 
be benefits of the Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) Grant. This is a grant that our community truly needs, and we 
ask you for your support today. 

 
Robyn Sumner 
Executive Director 
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• Washington County Government 
• City of Hagerstown 
• Hagerstown Community College 
• Washington Co. Free Library 
• Town of Williamsport 

• The Greater Hagerstown Committee, Inc. 
• Hagerstown-Washington Co. Chamber of Commerce 
• Visit Hagerstown (Local Convention & Visitor’s Bureau) 
• CHIEF (Hagerstown-Washington Co. Industrial Foundation) 

 

Washington County Community Coalition    Lobbyist: John Favazza, Esquire Mannis Canning & Associate.   410.263.7882    jfavazza@maniscanning.com 

 
March 3, 2021 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg                                                  
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Subject:  Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) Grant Program I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight 
Connection: Providing Opportunities for Economic Growth, Equitable Job Access, and Improved Safety.  
  
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
The Washington County Community Coalition (WCCC) was formed in 2005 to lobby MD State Legislators 
and various federal agencies on issues that are important to the community. The WCCC brings an issue 
forward only when it has the unanimous approval of the partners. The WCCC is funded through the financial 
commitment of the partners. WCCC partners include Washington County Government, The City of 
Hagerstown, Hagerstown Community College, Washington County Library System, The Town of 
Williamsport, Visit Hagerstown (Convention & Visitors Bureau), Washington County Chamber of 
Commerce, CHIEF (Washington County Industrial Foundation), and The Greater Hagerstown Committee.  
 
The WCCC strongly. supports the effort to improve the Maryland portion of Interstate Highway 81. This 
project has been on our priority list since our inception 15 years ago. Maryland has submitted an 
Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) grant application for I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight 
Connection: Providing Opportunities for Economic Growth, Equitable Job Access, and Improved Safety to 
assist in the funding of this critical infrastructure improvement. The WCCC supports this application and 
encourages its approval and funding.  
 
Much has been stated about the need for improvements on Interstate 81 in Washington County Maryland. 
Safety is the highest priority concern, reliability, convenience, efficiency, supporting industry and generating 
commerce are also valid justifications and urgent needs. A failed highway puts us and many of our 
endeavors at risk including warehouse distribution, manufacturing, ecommerce fulfillment, our growing 
aviation industries, and travel and tourism. 
 
The WCCC urges the acceptance and the funding of the Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) 
grant application for I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection: 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Paul Frey, Managing Partner for The Washington County Community Coalition 

 
Washington County Community Coalition 1 S. Potomac St. Hagerstown, MD 21740 301.739.2015 
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March 11, 2021 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary  
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C.  20590 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 

I have been alerted that the Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT) is submitting an application to 
the U.S. Department of Transportation under the Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) grant 
program.     

Please accept this letter as a record of my support for MDOT, their state and regional partners, and this 
application.  I understand that, if approved, funding provided by this opportunity will be utilized for the 
Interstate 81 Widening - Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection project.  

I-81 is one of the most significant major freight corridors in the United States and serves as a vital route for the
distribution of goods and materials to and from the Appalachian region and the Northeast. Unfortunately, in its
current form, the corridor can no longer effectively accommodate the current freight demand, resulting in a
disruptive bottleneck that negatively impacts the movement of more than 19,000 trucks per day – moving
roughly 12% of the country’s Gross Domestic Product per year.

The project will improve operational capacity and mobility needs, as well as address critical safety concerns 
along this designated freight corridor. The project also completes a long-planned county road that connects I-81 
with MD 63 via Halfway Boulevard, which unlocks business development opportunities, provides equitable 
access to jobs, and alternative routes to freight traffic from both I-81 and I-70, improving regional freight 
mobility.   

I greatly appreciate your noting my strong support and interest in this application and providing it a full and fair 
review. If you have questions, please contact Ryan Thorn in my Charleston office at 202-213-4365. Thank you 
in advance for your attention, time, and consideration.  

Sincerely, 

  U.S. Senator Joe Manchin III 

JOE MANCHIN Ill 
WEST VIRGINIA 

SUITE 306 
HART BUlll>!Nu 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 
(202) 224-3954 'llnitcd ~tatcs ~cnatc 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4804 

COMMITTEES 

APPROPRIATIONS 

ARMED SERVICES 

ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

VETERANS' AFFAIRS 
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                              CITY OF HAGERSTOWN, MARYLAND 
The Honorable Emily Keller  

   Mayor 
One East Franklin Street • Hagerstown, MD 21740 

      E-mail: mayor@hagerstownmd.org 
Telephone: 301.766.4161 • TDD: 301.797.6617 • Website:  www.hagerstownmd.org    

                                       
 

 
 

 
 

March 10, 2021 
 
 
 

  
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
RE: I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connections: Providing Opportunities for 

Economic Growth, Equitable Job Access, and Improved Safety 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 
 
 On behalf of our City Council, I write to offer the City of Hagerstown’s full support for 
Washington County and the Maryland Department of Transportation State Highway 
Administration’s (MDOT SHA) Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) Grant Funding 
Application for the I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection Project.   
 

This project will improve operational capacity and address critical safety concerns.  I-81 
operating efficiently and predictably is critical to our economy, both for local freight service but 
also employee commuting.   Hardly a day goes by without a serious accident in our congested 
section of I-81.   
 

The connection of I-70 and I-81 is vital to the future movement of freight and commerce 
through Washington County.   This project will ensure Washington County is able to attract new 
and retain existing businesses. In addition to supporting the thousands of jobs already in the 
corridor, it will enable the development of new business parks and increase freight access and 
connectivity while helping reduce traffic congestion and safety hazards.  We are very excited 
about the NorthPoint Development under construction along Wesel Boulevard.  The 
development includes 2.2 million square feet of new warehouse construction (four buildings) 
and a $139 million investment with the possibility of 1,500 jobs.  Buildings 1 & 3 are under 
construction with completion this spring.  Buildings 2 & 4 will be completed in the next year.  We 
are currently investing $6 million as a private/public partnership to reconstruct Wesel Boulevard 
to serve this development and virtually all of this new commerce will use I-81 via Halfway 
Boulevard.   
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The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
March 10, 2021 
Page 2 

The I-81 Corridor in Maryland no longer meets system performance requirements, 
resulting in a disruptive bottleneck negatively affecting the movement of freight in a corridor 
estimated to carry 12% of the country's Gross Domestic Product per year. The Maryland portion 
of I-81 alone carries more than 19,400 trucks per day, which falls within the top 1% of truck 
volume by lane mile in the entire nation. Receipt of this grant funding will help maintain the I-81 
Corridor’s position as a national asset for freight movement for the next several decades. 
Further, this has proven to be critical this past year during the COVID-19 health crisis with 
getting essential items delivered throughout the region and around our nation. 

We appreciate your consideration of the I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection 
Project and Washington County’s request for INFRA grant funding.  This application represents 
the strong partnership of Washington County, the Maryland Department of Transportation State 
Highway Administration, and the private sector to leverage available resources to implement 
this priority project.  A federal investment in our community will help ensure that I-81 remains a 
national asset for freight movement for decades to come – safely and responsibly moving 
critical goods and services around our nation. 

Sincerely, 

 THE CITY OF HAGERSTOWN 

Emily Keller 
Mayor 

c: Hagerstown City Council 
Scott Nicewarner, City Administrator 
Rodney Tissue, City Engineer 
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CITY OF MARTINSBURG 
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

232 NORTH QUEEN STREET P. 0. BOX 828 

February 26, 2021 

MARTINSBURG, WEST VIRGINIA 25402 

PHONE 13041 264-21 40 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

RE: I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connections: Providing Opportunities for Economic Growth, Equitable Job 
Access, and Improved Safety 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

I write to offer my full support for the 1-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection project, a joint application of the 
Maryland Department of Transportation {MOOT) and Washington County for the Infrastructure for Rebuilding 
America {INFRA) grant program. This project will improve operational capacity and mobility needs, as well as address 
critical safety concerns along this designated freight corridor in Maryland's rural, Appalachian region. It also 
completes a long-planned county road that connects Interstate 81 with MD 63 via Halfway Boulevard, unlocking 
business development opportunities and equitable access to jobs, and providing alternative routes for freight traffic 
to both 1-81 and 1-70, improving regional freight mobility. 

The 1-81 Corridor in Maryland no longer meets system performance requirements, resulting in a disruptive 
bottleneck that negatively affects the movement of freight along this nationally significant corridor. 1-81 is estimated 
to carry 12 percent of the country's Gross Domestic Product per year. The Maryland portion alone carries more than 
19,400 trucks per day, which falls within the top 1% of truck volume by lane mile in the entire nation. Truck volume 
will only continue to increase with the boom in logistic companies opening up in the region. Further, this has proven 
to be critical this past year during the COVID-19 health crisis with getting essential items delivered throughout the 
region and around our nation. 

The widening of 1-81 from MD 68 to beyond 1-70, done in conjunction with the extension of Halfway Boulevard, will 
be an enormous boost to the regional economy. An investment in this project will support thousands of existing jobs 
already in the corridor and promote additional employment opportunities, all of which are accessible to the most 
challenged populations in the quad-state region and adjacent Opportunity Zones. This project will also enable the 
development of new business parks, increase freight access and connectivity, expand critically needed truck parking, 
and reduce traffic congestion, travel times, air pollution, and safety hazards. Further, as an Electric Vehicle (EV) 
Ready corridor, 1-81 connects to a network of EV charging locations in Maryland, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and 
Virginia as green technology is advanced in the region to combat climate change. 

We appreciate your strong consideration of this joint application for the 1-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection 
Project. This application represents the strong partnership between Maryland, Washington County, and the private 
sector to leverage all available resources to complete this priority project. A federal investment in our community 
will help ensure that 1-81 remains a national asset for freight movement for decades to come -safely and responsibly 
moving critical goods and services around our nation. 

Harriet E. Johnson 
Mayor 

HEJ/djd 

Cc: City Council 

'--

Andy P. Blake, Assistant City Manager 

_) 

Mark S. Baldwin, City Manager 
Matt Mullenax, HEPMPO Executive Director 20
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February 25, 2021 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
RE:   I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connections: Providing Opportunities for Economic 

Growth, Equitable Job Access, and Improved Safety 

 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

On behalf of the Martinsburg-Berkeley County Chamber of Commerce, I am writing to offer our full 
support for the I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection project, a joint application of the Maryland 
Department of Transportation (MDOT) and Washington County for the Infrastructure for Rebuilding 
America (INFRA) grant program. This project will improve operational capacity and mobility needs, as 
well as address critical safety concerns along this designated freight corridor in Maryland’s rural, 
Appalachian region. It also completes a long-planned county road that connects Interstate 81 with MD 63 
via Halfway Boulevard, unlocking business development opportunities and equitable access to jobs, and 
providing alternative routes for freight traffic to both I-81 and I-70, improving regional freight mobility.  
 
The I-81 Corridor in Maryland no longer meets system performance requirements, resulting in a disruptive 
bottleneck that negatively affects the movement of freight along this nationally significant corridor. I-81 is 
estimated to carry 12 percent of the country's Gross Domestic Product per year. The Maryland portion alone 
carries more than 19,400 trucks per day, which falls within the top 1% of truck volume by lane mile in the 
entire nation. Truck volume will only continue to increase with the boom in logistic companies opening up 
in the region. Further, this has proven to be critical this past year during the COVID-19 health crisis with 
getting essential items delivered throughout the region and around our nation. 
 
The widening of I-81 from MD 68 to beyond I-70, done in conjunction with the extension of Halfway 
Boulevard, will be an enormous boost to the regional economy. An investment in this project will support 
thousands of existing jobs already in the corridor and promote additional employment opportunities, all of 
which are accessible to the most challenged populations in the quad-state region and adjacent Opportunity 
Zones. This project will also enable the development of new business parks, increase freight access and 
connectivity, expand critically needed truck parking, and reduce traffic congestion, travel times, air 
pollution, and safety hazards. Further, as an Electric Vehicle (EV) Ready corridor, I-81 connects to a 
network of EV charging locations in Maryland, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and Virginia as green 
technology is advanced in the region to combat climate change. 
 
We appreciate your strong consideration of this joint application for the I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight 
Connection Project. This application represents the strong partnership between Maryland, Washington 
County, and the private sector to leverage all available resources to complete this priority project. A federal 
investment in our community will help ensure that I-81 remains a national asset for freight movement for 
decades to come – safely and responsibly moving critical goods and services around our nation. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

Tina H. Combs 
President & CEO 

 

198 Viking Way, Martinsburg, WV  25401 ~ 304.267.4841 ~ chamber@berkeleycounty.org 27



 

Berkeley County Development Authority – 300 Foxcroft Avenue, Suite 201, Martinsburg, WV 25401 
304-267-4144 – Fax:  304-267-2283 – www.developmentauthority.com 

 

 

 

 

 

March 18, 2021 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
RE: I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connections: Providing Opportunities for Economic Growth, 
Equitable Job Access, and Improved Safety 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

I write to offer my full support for the I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection project, a joint 
application of the Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT) and Washington County for the 
Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) grant program. This project will improve operational 
capacity and mobility needs, as well as address critical safety concerns along this designated freight 
corridor in Maryland’s rural, Appalachian region. It also completes a long-planned county road that 
connects Interstate 81 with MD 63 via Halfway Boulevard, unlocking business development opportunities 
and equitable access to jobs, and providing alternative routes for freight traffic to both I-81 and I-70, 
improving regional freight mobility.  
 
The I-81 Corridor in Maryland no longer meets system performance requirements, resulting in a disruptive 
bottleneck that negatively affects the movement of freight along this nationally significant corridor. I-81 
is estimated to carry 12 percent of the country's Gross Domestic Product per year. The Maryland portion 
alone carries more than 19,400 trucks per day, which falls within the top 1% of truck volume by lane mile 
in the entire nation. Truck volume will only continue to increase with the boom in logistic companies 
opening up in the region. Further, this has proven to be critical this past year during the COVID-19 health 
crisis with getting essential items delivered throughout the region and around our nation. 
 
The widening of I-81 from MD 68 to beyond I-70, done in conjunction with the extension of Halfway 
Boulevard, will be an enormous boost to the regional economy. An investment in this project will support 
thousands of existing jobs already in the corridor and promote additional employment opportunities, all 
of which are accessible to the most challenged populations in the quad-state region and adjacent 
Opportunity Zones. This project will also enable the development of new business parks, increase freight 
access and connectivity, expand critically needed truck parking, and reduce traffic congestion, travel 
times, air pollution, and safety hazards. Further, as an Electric Vehicle (EV) Ready corridor, I-81 connects 
to a network of EV charging locations in Maryland, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and Virginia as green 
technology is advanced in the region to combat climate change. 
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Berkeley County Development Authority – 300 Foxcroft Avenue, Suite 201, Martinsburg, WV 25401 
304-267-4144 – Fax:  304-267-2283 – www.developmentauthority.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I appreciate your strong consideration of this joint application for the I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight 
Connection Project. This application represents the strong partnership between Maryland, Washington 
County, and the private sector to leverage all available resources to complete this priority project. A federal 
investment in our community will help ensure that I-81 remains a national asset for freight movement for 
decades to come – safely and responsibly moving critical goods and services around our nation. 
 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Sandra J. Hamilton 
Executive Director 
Berkeley County Development Authority 
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The Washington County Community Action Council, Inc. (CAC) is committed to ensuring everyone has access to services regardless of impairment, disability, and 
language barrier.  If you or any member of your family needs assistance, please contact CAC prior to your appointment to make alternate accommodations. 

Washington County Community Action Council, Inc. 
117 Summit Avenue Hagerstown MD 21740 

P: 301-797-4161 F: 301-791-9062 
www.wccac.org 

 

   
 
 
March 2, 2021 
 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
The Washington County Community Action Council (CAC) is a nonprofit with the mission of addresseing barriers 
of low income households that are striving for self-sufficiency. We serve over 10,000 clients each year with a 
variety of programs including energy assistance, eviction prevention, housing counseling, mediation, food pantry 
and transportation. Our transportation services are critical for low income residents that do not have transportation 
to get to work. We currently run a free shuttle from downtown Hagerstown to Hopewell Road (paralles) I-81 for 
employment purposes. The Hopewell Express is offered seven days a week, 24 hours each day to support 
businesses such as Fed Ex, Staples, Home Depot to mention a few.  
 
CAC is constantly looking for opportunities to expand our transportation services because we know the low income 
community depends on it. If the expansion of the I-81 cooridor is funded, CAC could provide a shuttle service to 
get low income workers from downtown Hagerstown to the job site. This would enable low income households to 
become financially self-sufficent and not reliant upon state and federal assistance.  
 
The chart below provides a portion of the transportation statistics for CAC. The numbers in the Hopewell Express 
column is the total number of passengers that utilize the service for that particular year. The total trips provided are 
for all of our transportation services. You will notice prior to the pandemic, there was increased utilization of the 
service since FY 2017. I fully expect to return to FY 19 numbers when it is safe for employees to return to work. 
These figures not only demonstrate the need for the service, but that the businesses serviced continue to prosper 
because they can depend on the low income workforce having reliable transportation. The contractors participating 
in the I-81 corridor project would have the same service to transport a reliable low income workforce.  
 
 

Year Hopewell 
Express 

Total 
Trips 

Provided 
Mileage 

FY20 59,288 87,262 270,800 
FY19 83,115 126,948 345,564 
FY 18 66,759 103,941 346,464 
FY17 63,583 104,369 344,911 
FY16 71,447 116,103 356,675 

5 year 
Average 68,838 107,725 332,883 

 
 
 
Respectfully submitted 
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6:04 AM 6:08 AM 6:10 AM 6:15 AM 6:25 AM 6:30 AM 6:35 AM 6:40 AM 6:45 AM 6:50 AM
7:04 AM 7:08 AM 7:10 AM 7:15 AM 7:25 AM 7:30 AM 7:35 AM 7:40 AM 7:45 AM 7:50 AM
8:04 AM 8:08 AM 8:10 AM 8:15 AM 8:25 AM 8:30 AM 8:35 AM 8:40 AM 8:45 AM 8:50 AM
9:04 AM 9:08 AM 9:10 AM 9:15 AM 9:25 AM 9:30 AM 9:35 AM 9:40 AM 9:45 AM 9:50 AM

10:04 AM 10:08 AM 10:10 AM 10:15 AM 10:25 AM 10:30 AM 10:35 AM 10:40 AM 10:45 AM 10:50 AM
11:04 AM 11:08 AM 11:10 AM 11:15 AM 11:25 AM 11:30 AM 11:35 AM 11:40 AM 11:45 AM 11:50 AM
12:04 PM 12:08 PM 12:10 PM 12:15 PM 12:25 PM 12:30 PM 12:35 PM 12:40 PM 12:45 PM 12:50 PM
1:04 PM 1:08 PM 1:10 PM 1:15 PM 1:25 PM 1:30 PM 1:35 PM 1:40 PM 1:45 PM 1:50 PM
2:04 PM 2:08 PM 2:10 PM 2:15 PM 2:25 PM 2:30 PM 2:35 PM 2:40 PM 2:45 PM 2:50 PM
3:04 PM 3:08 PM 3:10 PM 3:15 PM 3:25 PM 3:30 PM 3:35 PM 3:40 PM 3:45 PM 3:50 PM
4:04 PM 4:08 PM 4:10 PM 4:15 PM 4:25 PM 4:30 PM 4:35 PM 4:40 PM 4:45 PM 4:50 PM
5:04 PM 5:08 PM 5:10 PM 5:15 PM 5:25 PM 5:30 PM 5:35 PM 5:40 PM 5:45 PM 5:50 PM
6:04 PM 6:08 PM 6:10 PM 6:15 PM 6:25 PM 6:30 PM 6:35 PM 6:40 PM 6:45 PM 6:50 PM
7:04 PM 7:08 PM 7:10 PM 7:15 PM 7:25 PM 7:30 PM 7:35 PM 7:40 PM 7:45 PM 7:50 PM
8:04 PM 8:08 PM 8:10 PM 8:15 PM 8:25 PM 8:30 PM 8:35 PM 8:40 PM 8:45 PM 8:50 PM
9:04 PM 9:08 PM 9:10 PM 9:15 PM 9:25 PM 9:30 PM 9:35 PM 9:40 PM 9:45 PM 9:50 PM

Transportation
Program

2/18/2021

Monday - Friday DAYTIME Schedule

For information on delays and closings please call the Transportation Dept. at CAC @ 301-797-4161 ext.107

A
FREE

Employment

Stop Change 

⇩

Stop Change 

⇩

29 E. A ntietam 
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St . bet ween 

C annon A ve. & 
King  St . 

130 W. 
F ranklin St . 

( Chr i st  Re f or me d 
Chur c h)

1000 W. Wash. 
St . ( Count y  
Communt e r )

T racto r Supply F ed Ex Staples
P etSmart                

H o me D epo t               
Leno x

T racto r Supply
1000 W. Wash. 

St . ( Count y  
Communt e r )

9:30 PM
10:04 PM 10:08 PM 10:10 PM 10:15 PM 10:30 PM
11:04 PM 11:08 PM 11:10 PM 11:15 PM 11:30 PM
12:04 AM 12:08 AM 12:10 AM 12:15 AM 12:30 AM
1:04 AM 1:08 AM 1:10 AM 1:15 AM 1:30 AM
2:04 AM 2:08 AM 2:10 AM 2:15 AM 2:30 AM
3:04 AM 3:08 AM 3:10 AM 3:15 AM 3:30 AM
4:04 AM 4:08 AM 4:10 AM 4:15 AM 4:30 AM
5:04 AM 5:08 AM 5:10 AM 5:15 AM 5:30 AM
6:04 AM 6:08 AM 6:10 AM 6:15 AM 6:30 AM
7:04 AM 7:08 AM 7:10 AM 7:15 AM 7:30 AM

*8:04 AM

A
FREE

Employment
Transportation

Program

For information on delays and closings please call the Transportation Dept. at CAC @ 301-797-4161 ext. 107.
 THIS IS DROP OFF ONLY - NO PICK UPS WILL BE ALLOWED!

Saturday ONLY →→
Saturday ONLY →→
Saturday ONLY →→

2/18/2021

Monday - Friday OVERNIGHT Schedule
Final drop off is Saturday @ 8:04 AM (no pickups)
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March 17, 2021 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Re: Fiserv Support for I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connections: Providing 
Opportunities for Economic Growth, Equitable Job Access, and Improved Safety 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 
I am reaching out to let you know that Fiserv fully supports Washington County and the 
Maryland Department of Transportation State Highway Administration in their application for 
Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) grant funding for the I-81/Halfway Boulevard 
Freight Connection Project. This Project will improve operational capacity and mobility in the 
Maryland I-81 corridor, and will address critical safety concerns for regional travelers – many of 
whom are Fiserv employees and clients.  
 
Fiserv’s facility in Hagerstown, Maryland, houses more than 1500 employees. The facility sits 
on Maryland Parkway and is accessed via exit 6 from the Maryland portion of I-81. The majority 
of our Hagerstown employees – who commute from the Maryland, Pennsylvania, and West 
Virginia tristate area – use I-81.  
 
Currently, the I-81 corridor in Maryland does not have enough lanes to meet the travel and 
access demands for the region. This negatively affects our Hagerstown facility employees and 
clients, who experience bottlenecks and delays. The heavy traffic and congestion cause 
frequent accidents, which are disruptive to our business. As proposed, the Project would widen 
I-81 from MD 68 to beyond I-70 to six lanes, which would reduce congestion, increase safety, 
and boost the regional economy.  
 
We appreciate your consideration of Washington County’s request for INFRA grant funding for 
this Project. The Project represents the strong partnership of Washington County, the Maryland 
Department of Transportation State Highway Administration, and local businesses. We believe 
the Project is necessary to minimize the traffic delays for our Hagerstown employees and 
reduce safety concerns for all area travelers.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Josh Semler        Susan Cvijanovich 
General Manager       Vice President Operations  
Fiserv         Fiserv 
Hagerstown MD       Hagerstown MD 
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  (301) 733-8811 5 Public Square, Suite 601 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 
 

www.GreaterHagerstown.org 

Greater Hagerstown Committee 
 
March 3, 2021 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Subject: Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) Grant Program I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight 
Connection: Providing Opportunities for Economic Growth, Equitable Job Access, and Improved Safety. 
 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:  
 
The Greater Hagerstown Committee (GHC) strongly supports the ongoing efforts to widen I-81 in Maryland to 
six lanes along the 12-mile section between West Virginia and Pennsylvania, particularly Phase 2 of the project 
between Williamsport, MD and Halfway Boulevard.  This critical transportation project will transform national 
freight movement through this vital national corridor while improving safety, reducing congestion, improving 
traffic operations, and supporting economic development in the region. Our community has been unified in 
advocating for these improvements and it has been a major focus of our organization for over two decades.   
 

In 1998, GHC organized and chaired a Quad State Task Force on I-81 comprised of public and private officials 
from MD, WV, PA, and VA.  This multi-state task force concluded that widening I-81 from Harrisonburg, VA to 
Harrisburg, PA was “a must do project” for the safety of the citizens and as “the single most important economic 
development asset in the region”.  Since that report, widening I-81 has been listed as a top priority project for 
the Hagerstown-Eastern Panhandle Metropolitan Planning Organization (HEPMPO), Washington County, MD 
Government, the City of Hagerstown, our local State Delegation, the Washington County Community Coalition, 
and the local business community.  In addition, every local, state, and federal elected official over the last 20 
years have publicly expressed their support for I-81 widening improvements. 
 

We applaud our federal government for offering grant programs like INFRA as a means to help fund these 
transportation infrastructure projects of national significance that serve as catalysts for economic development 
and jobs for our citizens.  This Maryland section of I-81 is an ideal project to fulfill the goals and desires of the 
INFRA program - particularly as one of our nation’s significant rural highways estimated to carry 12% of our 
country’s Gross Domestic Product each year.  With the section from West Virginia to Williamsport now 
expanded to six lanes, this phase of the Maryland section of I-81 is the next logical portion of the highway to 
widen to handle the ever-increasing amount of freight and commuter traffic moving through this area. With the 
intersection of I-70 serving areas east and west, multiple rail lines, Hagerstown Regional Airport, two intermodal 
rail facilities in adjacent PA counties, and numerous economic development parks and retail parks running along 
the length of this stretch of highway, widening I-81 across Maryland represents a pivotal capital need that will 
have a strong return on investment for decades to come. In addition, the completion a long-planned county 
road that connects Interstate 81 with MD 63 via Halfway Boulevard will unlock new business development 
opportunities and provide alternative routes for freight traffic to both I-81 and I-70. 
 

 

44



 
In addition to the transportation and safety improvements this project will bring, the secondary benefits to our 
community are equally important. Many of the jobs created along the I-81 corridor do not require post-
secondary levels of education. These jobs have provided living wages as well as benefits to a large segment of 
our population that does not have post-secondary credentials. This is particularly true for the neighborhoods 
along the corridor and within Hagerstown that have the highest percentages of poverty. While our community 
works to improve our educational attainment levels to meet the demands of a more high-tech economy, we 
need more of these blue-collar jobs to keep our families secure. GHC has had “embracing diversity and equity” 
as a cornerstone of our strategic plan long before the recent national movement. We have supported initiatives 
like the “Hopewell Express” which provides free transportation to low-income residents who do not have access 
to a vehicle. Out of approximately 70,000 household units, Washington County has over 6,000 without a vehicle. 
(9%), and over 15,000 with just one vehicle (21%). Public transportation is limited in rural communities like ours. 
Therefore, it’s important we invest in public infrastructure that supports the creation of jobs in areas with public 
transportation to ensure equitable access to living wages and benefits for disadvantaged populations.  
 
Finally, Washington County has supported the advancements of green energy in our community to combat 
climate change. We have added significant solar farms, green initiatives in our waste management operations, 
and investments in our community college to offer green technology courses to assist our many local companies 
working in this industry. Volvo North America, situated along I-81 has been a global leader in the advancement 
of electrical truck engines. As EV Trucks become available, they will need adequate support infrastructure 
(charging stations) along our highways to convince the trucking industry to invest in EV technology. GHC has 
worked to educate our members on these needs and have several members who are committed to partner with 
our state to install truck charging equipment and new parking capacity using state incentives that will become 
available if this application is successful.  
 
GHC is committed to improve I-81 by supporting the I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection Project for 
INFRA grant funding. We thank your office for its continued leadership and efforts to improve our nation’s 
transportation assets. Federal grant funding is essential to solidify our ability to move forward with Phase 2 of 
this project in a timely manner - enhancing the capacity, efficiency, and safety of one of the country’s busiest 
and most congested freight corridors and the economic engine for our region. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
  
 
 
Dr. Mitesh Kothari, 
GHC Chair 
 
The Greater Hagerstown Committee is comprised of corporate and civic executive leaders from over 75 local companies 
and organizations, employing over 10,000 people in Washington County from across the four-state area.  GHC is funded 
solely by member dues and works collaboratively to be a catalyst for progress and growth in the Washington County, MD 
region.   
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March 4, 2021 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
RE: I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connections: Providing Opportunities for 
Economic Growth, Equitable Job Access, and Improved Safety 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

The Hagerstown Neighborhood Development Partnership, Inc. (HNDP) offers 
our full support for the I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection project, a 
joint application of the Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT) and 
Washington County for the Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) 
grant program.  
 
The widening of I-81 from MD 68 to beyond I-70, done in conjunction with 
the extension of Halfway Boulevard, will be an enormous boost to the regional 
economy. An investment in this project will support thousands of existing jobs 
already in the corridor and promote additional employment opportunities, all of 
which are accessible to the most challenged populations in the quad-state 
region and adjacent Opportunity Zones. This project will also enable the 
development of new business parks, increase freight access and connectivity, 
expand critically needed truck parking, and reduce traffic congestion, travel 
times, air pollution, and safety hazards. Further, as an Electric Vehicle (EV) 
Ready corridor, I-81 connects to a network of EV charging locations in 
Maryland, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and Virginia as green technology is 
advanced in the region to combat climate change. 
 
We appreciate your strong consideration of this joint application for the I-
81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection Project. This application represents 
the strong partnership between Maryland, Washington County, and the private 
sector to leverage all available resources to complete this priority project. A 
federal investment in our community will help ensure that I-81 remains a 
national asset for freight movement for decades to come – safely and 
responsibly moving critical goods and services around our nation. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Vicki Bender 

Vicki Bender 
Executive Director 
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DPR Enterprises Incorporated 
Hampton Inn 
18300 Peak Circle 
PO Box 2005 
Hagerstown, MD 21742 
Phone 240-420-1991 
Fax 240-420-6403 

  
 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg                                                                                           February 26, 2021 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Subject:  Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) Grant Program I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight 
Connection: Providing Opportunities for Economic Growth, Equitable Job Access, and Improved Safety.  
  
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 

As the Owner of The Hampton Inn in Hagerstown right off of I-81, we fully support The Hagerstown/Washington 
County Convention and Visitors Bureau (CVB) in their supports of the effort to improve the Maryland portion of 
Interstate Highway 81 and ask you to approve the IMFRA Grant program for I 81. 

Much has been stated about the need for improvements on Interstate 81 in Washington County Maryland. Safety 
is the highest priority concern, reliability, convenience, efficiency, supporting industry and generating commerce 
are also valid justifications and urgent needs. A failed highway puts us and many of our endeavors at risk including 
travel and tourism.  
 
Our hotel has survived the pandemic due to the wonderful location with easy access off I-81.  The amount of 
commerce throughout the pandemic was much appreciated. We are beginning to see an increase in tourism on the 
I-81 corridor and improved safety is paramount for those and all travelers on this highway.  We also feel the 
economic benefits with job growth in the area is much needed after a tough 2020. 
 
We need to improve I-81 and exploit it to grow our tourism economy. There is a definite need to design safe and 
attractive exits that invite travelers to explore all we have to offer. Please help us accomplish this by approving the 
INFRA Grant program for I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection.  
 
Randy Morral 
Owner 
Hampton Inns Hagerstown MD 
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The Honorable Pete Buttigieg                                                                                           March 1, 2021 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Subject:  Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) Grant Program I-81/Halfway Boulevard 

Freight Connection: Providing Opportunities for Economic Growth, Equitable Job Access, and 

Improved Safety.  

  
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
The Heart of the Civil War Heritage Area, one of thirteen heritage areas certified by the Maryland Heritage 
Areas Authority, support the effort to improve the Maryland portion of Interstate Highway 81. Maryland 
has submitted an Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) grant application for I-81/Halfway 
Boulevard Freight Connection: Providing Opportunities for Economic Growth, Equitable Job Access, and 
Improved Safety to assist in the funding of this critical infrastructure improvement. We hope the 
application will be fully funded. 
 
Our interest stems primarily from the economic opportunity associated with heritage tourism.  It makes 
sense to invite in safe, attractive exits for the 80,000 travelers that move through Washington County on I-
80 each day.  We want them to get off the highway to visit places like, Antietam National Battlefield, 
Chesapeake and Ohio National Historic Park (new headquarters to open soon off I-81 at Williamsport), the 
Washington County Fine Arts Museum, and the many other Hagerstown-based attractions cultural and 
heritage attractions.  World renowned natural resources and recreation opportunities, such as the 
Appalachian Trail, are also accessed by way of I-80.   
 
Working with the Convention and Visitors Bureau, my organization is dedicated to helping the community 
sustain and grow aspects of the economy that benefit link to our historical, cultural and natural resources.  
A recently released study make is clear that our efforts are working.  We know that the Heart of the Civil 
War Heritage Area (which also included Frederick and Carroll Counties in Maryland) has an annual impact 
(based on 2019 data) of: $450.2 million in economic contribution, 6,376 jobs supported and sustained, and 
$60.3 million in state and local tax revenue.  Clearly, investment that helps travelers decide to stop and stay 
in our area realizes a significant return.  Without a doubt, an Infrastructure for Rebuilding America 
(INFRA) grant makes good sense for the I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection. 
 
Please help improve I-81, which will allow the community to design safe and attractive exits that invite 
travelers in to explore all we have to offer.  Particularly as we emerge from the pandemic, this work will be 
critical to the tourism economy. 
 

 

Sincerely, 

  

 
Elizabeth Scott Shatto 

Executive Director 
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March 8, 2021 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
RE: I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connections: Providing Opportunities for Economic 
Growth, Equitable Job Access, and Improved Safety 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

I am writing to express my strong support for I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection project, 
a joint application of the Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT) and Washington 
County for the Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) grant program. This project will 
improve operational capacity and mobility needs, as well as address critical safety concerns along 
this designated freight corridor in Maryland’s rural, Appalachian region. It also completes a long-
planned county road that connects Interstate 81 with MD 63 via Halfway Boulevard, unlocking 
business development opportunities and equitable access to jobs, and providing alternative routes 
for freight traffic to both I-81 and I-70, improving regional freight mobility.  
 
As a business owner that operates an essential manufacturing facility which is directly off the I-
81 exit 9, I strongly support this project.  It appears every week there is a backup or accident 
causing our employees to be put in danger.  The frequency of issues has even resulted in a 
special attendance policy related to delays caused during their commute on I-81.  This is an 
overdue project that I strongly support.     
 
The widening of I-81 from MD 68 to beyond I-70, done in conjunction with the extension of 
Halfway Boulevard, will be an enormous boost to the regional economy. An investment in this 
project will support thousands of existing jobs already in the corridor and promote additional 
employment opportunities, all of which are accessible to the most challenged populations in the 
quad-state region and adjacent Opportunity Zones. This project will also enable the development 
of new business parks, increase freight access and connectivity, expand critically needed truck 
parking, and reduce traffic congestion, travel times, air pollution, and safety hazards. Further, as 
an Electric Vehicle (EV) Ready corridor, I-81 connects to a network of EV charging locations in 
Maryland, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and Virginia as green technology is advanced in the 
region to combat climate change. 
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We appreciate your strong consideration of this joint application for the I-81/Halfway Boulevard 
Freight Connection Project. This application represents the strong partnership between Maryland, 
Washington County, and the private sector to leverage all available resources to complete this 
priority project. A federal investment in our community will help ensure that I-81 remains a 
national asset for freight movement for decades to come – safely and responsibly moving critical 
goods and services around our nation. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Thomas Dahbura 
President  
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3500 Transportation Research Plaza (0536) 

Blacksburg, Virginia 24061 
540/231- 4008   Fax: 540/231-1555 

www.i-81coalition.com 

Virginia Tech Transportation Institute 

March 8, 2021 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
RE: I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connections: Providing Opportunities for Economic Growth, 
Equitable Job Access, and Improved Safety 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

I write to offer my full support for the I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection project, a joint 
application of the Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT) and Washington County for 
the Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) grant program. This project will improve 
operational capacity and mobility needs, as well as address critical safety concerns along this 
designated freight corridor in Maryland’s rural, Appalachian region. It also completes a long-
planned county road that connects Interstate 81 with MD 63 via Halfway Boulevard, unlocking 
business development opportunities and equitable access to jobs, and providing alternative routes 
for freight traffic to both I-81 and I-70, improving regional freight mobility.  
 
The I-81 Corridor in Maryland no longer meets system performance requirements, resulting in a 
disruptive bottleneck that negatively affects the movement of freight along this nationally 
significant corridor. I-81 is estimated to carry 12 percent of the country's Gross Domestic Product 
per year. The Maryland portion alone carries more than 19,400 trucks per day, which falls within 
the top 1% of truck volume by lane mile in the entire nation. Truck volume will only continue to 
increase with the boom in logistic companies opening up in the region. Further, this has proven to 
be critical this past year during the COVID-19 health crisis with the distribution of essential items 
throughout the region and around our nation. 
 
The widening of I-81 from MD 68 to beyond I-70, done in conjunction with the extension of 
Halfway Boulevard, will be an enormous boost to the regional economy. An investment in this 
project will support thousands of existing jobs already in the corridor and promote additional 
employment opportunities, all of which are accessible to the most challenged populations in the 
quad-state region and adjacent Opportunity Zones. This project will also enable the development 
of new business parks, increase freight access and connectivity, expand critically needed truck 
parking, and reduce traffic congestion, travel times, air pollution, and safety hazards. Further, as 
an Electric Vehicle (EV) Ready corridor, I-81 connects to a network of EV charging locations in 
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A n  e q u a l  o p p o r t un i t y ,  a f f i r ma t i v e  ac t i o n  i n s t i t u t i on  
 

Maryland, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and Virginia as green technology is advanced in the 
region to combat climate change. 
 
We appreciate your strong consideration of this joint application for the I-81/Halfway Boulevard 
Freight Connection Project. This application represents the strong partnership between Maryland, 
Washington County, and the private sector to leverage all available resources to complete this 
priority project. A federal investment in our community will help ensure that I-81 remains a 
national asset for freight movement for decades to come – safely and responsibly moving critical 
goods and services around our nation. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Andrew S. (Andy) Alden, PE 
Executive Director 
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March 2, 2021 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Secretary of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, D.C. 20590 

 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

I write to offer my full support for the I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection project, a joint application 

of the Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT) and Washington County for the Infrastructure for 

Rebuilding America (INFRA) grant program. This project will improve operational capacity and mobility 

needs, as well as address critical safety concerns along this designated freight corridor in our rural, 

Appalachian region. It also completes a long-planned county road that connects Interstate 81 with MD 63 

via Halfway Boulevard, unlocking business development opportunities and equitable access to jobs, and 

providing alternative routes for freight traffic to both I-81 and I-70. The connection of these two interstates 

is vital to the future movement of freight and commerce through Washington County, Maryland, and the 

East Coast. This project will ensure Washington County is able to attract new and retain existing businesses. 

 

The I-81 Corridor in Maryland no longer meets system performance requirements, resulting in a disruptive 

bottleneck that negatively affects the movement of freight along this nationally significant corridor. I-81 is 

estimated to carry 12 percent of the country's Gross Domestic Product per year. The Maryland portion alone 

carries more than 19,400 trucks per day, which falls within the top 1% of truck volume by lane mile in the 

entire nation. Receipt of this grant funding will help maintain the I-81 Corridor’s position as a national asset 

for freight movement for the next several decades. 

 

The widening of I-81 from MD 68 to beyond I-70, done in conjunction with the extension of Halfway 

Boulevard, will be an enormous boost to the regional economy. In addition to supporting thousands of jobs 

already in the corridor, it will enable the development of new business parks and increase freight access and 

connectivity while helping reduce traffic congestion and safety hazards. 

 

We appreciate your strong consideration of this joint application for the I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight 

Connection Project. This application represents the strong partnership between Maryland, Washington 

County and the private sector to leverage available resources to implement this priority project. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Christine Ross 

President & CEO 

Maryland Chamber of Commerce 
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March 15, 2021 

 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington D.C.  20590 
 
RE: I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connections: Providing Opportunities for Economic 

Growth, Equitable Job Access, and Improved Safety 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

The Maryland Transportation Commission writes to offer our full support for the I-81/Halfway 
Boulevard Freight Connection project, a joint application of the Maryland Department of 
Transportation (MDOT) and Washington County for the Infrastructure for Rebuilding America 
(INFRA) grant program. This project will improve operational capacity and mobility needs, as 
well as address critical safety concerns along this designated freight corridor in Maryland’s rural, 
Appalachian region. It also completes a long-planned county road that connects Interstate 81 with 
MD 63 via Halfway Boulevard, unlocking business development opportunities and equitable 
access to jobs, and providing alternative routes for freight traffic to both I-81 and I-70, improving 
regional freight mobility.  
 
The I-81 Corridor in Maryland no longer meets system performance requirements, resulting in a 
disruptive bottleneck that negatively affects the movement of freight along this nationally 
significant corridor. I-81 is estimated to carry 12 percent of the country's Gross Domestic Product 
per year. The Maryland portion alone carries more than 19,400 trucks per day, which falls within 
the top 1% of truck volume by lane mile in the entire nation. Truck volume will only continue to 
increase with the boom in logistic companies opening in the region. Further, this has proven to be 
critical this past year during the COVID-19 health crisis with getting essential items delivered 
throughout the region and around our nation. 
 
The widening of I-81 from MD 68 to beyond I-70, done in conjunction with the extension of 
Halfway Boulevard, will be an enormous boost to the regional economy. An investment in this 
project will support thousands of existing jobs already in the corridor and promote additional 
employment opportunities, all of which are accessible to the most challenged populations in the 
quad-state region and adjacent Opportunity Zones. This project will also enable the development 
of new business parks, increase freight access and connectivity, expand critically needed truck 
parking, and reduce traffic congestion, travel times, air pollution, and safety hazards. Further, as 
an Electric Vehicle (EV) Ready corridor, I-81 connects to a network of EV charging locations in 
Maryland, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and Virginia as green technology is advanced in the 
region to combat climate change. 
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The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Page Two  
 
 
We appreciate your strong consideration of this joint application for the I-81/Halfway Boulevard 
Freight Connection Project. This application represents the strong partnership between Maryland, 
Washington County, and the private sector to leverage all available resources to complete this 
priority project. A federal  investment in our community will help ensure that I-81 remains a 
national asset for freight movement for decades to come – safely and responsibly moving critical 
goods and services around our nation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
James Albert Calderwood   William Callahan     
Chairman     Ex-Officio Member 
 
 
 
Camillo DiCamillo    Debra Farrar-Dyke   
Ex-Officio Member    Member 
 
 
 
Thomas Hampton    Elmer E. Horsey     
Member     Member 
 
 
 
Natasha Iheme     Barbara Richman Kahn  
Member     Ex-Officio Member 
 
 
   
George Littrell, Jr. 
Member      
 
 
 
Lisa Weimin Liu    Gary Simpson 
Member     Ex-Officio Member 
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Gregory I. Snook    Mario VillaSanta 
Ex-Officio Member    Ex-Officio Member 
 
 
cc: Mr. John Martirano, County Administrator, Washington County Government 

Mr. Gregory K. Slater, Secretary, Maryland Department of Transportation 
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Meritus Health  

11116 Medical Campus Rd 
Hagerstown, MD 21742 

301.790.8000 
 
 
 

March 10, 2021 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
RE: I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connections: Providing Opportunities for Economic Growth, Equitable Job Access, and 
Improved Safety 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

I write to offer my full support for the I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection project, a joint application of the Maryland 
Department of Transportation (MDOT) and Washington County for the Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) grant program. 
This project will improve operational capacity and mobility needs, as well as address critical safety concerns along this designated 
freight corridor in Maryland’s rural, Appalachian region. It also completes a long-planned county road that connects Interstate 81 
with MD 63 via Halfway Boulevard, unlocking business development opportunities and equitable access to jobs, and providing 
alternative routes for freight traffic to both I-81 and I-70, improving regional freight mobility.  
 
The I-81 Corridor in Maryland no longer meets system performance requirements, resulting in a disruptive bottleneck that 
negatively affects the movement of freight along this nationally significant corridor. I-81 is estimated to carry 12 percent of the 
country's Gross Domestic Product per year. The Maryland portion alone carries more than 19,400 trucks per day, which falls within 
the top 1% of truck volume by lane mile in the entire nation. Truck volume will only continue to increase with the boom in logistic 
companies opening up in the region. Further, this has proven to be critical this past year during the COVID-19 health crisis with 
getting essential items delivered throughout the region and around our nation. 
 
The widening of I-81 from MD 68 to beyond I-70, done in conjunction with the extension of Halfway Boulevard, will be an enormous 
boost to the regional economy. An investment in this project will support thousands of existing jobs already in the corridor and 
promote additional employment opportunities, all of which are accessible to the most challenged populations in the quad-state 
region and adjacent Opportunity Zones. This project will also enable the development of new business parks, increase freight access 
and connectivity, expand critically needed truck parking, and reduce traffic congestion, travel times, air pollution, and safety 
hazards. Further, as an Electric Vehicle (EV) Ready corridor, I-81 connects to a network of EV charging locations in Maryland, 
Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and Virginia as green technology is advanced in the region to combat climate change. 
 
We appreciate your strong consideration of this joint application for the I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection Project. This 
application represents the strong partnership between Maryland, Washington County, and the private sector to leverage all 
available resources to complete this priority project. A federal investment in our community will help ensure that I-81 remains a 
national asset for freight movement for decades to come – safely and responsibly moving critical goods and services around our 
nation. 
 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Maulik S. Joshi, Dr.P.H. 
President and CEO 
Meritus Health 62



March 1, 2021 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590

RE: I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connections: Providing Opportunities for Economic Growth, Equitable 
Job Access, and Improved Safety

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

I write to offer our full support for Washington County and the Maryland Department of Transportation State 
Highway Administration’s (MDOT SHA) Infrastructure for Rebuilding America grant funding application for 
the I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection Project.  

NorthPoint selected the Wesel Boulevard location for the development of Hagerstown Logistics Center for the 
strategic location of the major highways that service the surrounding areas. The project represents new 
construction investment of $139 million with the opportunity of creating 1,500+ jobs. Hagerstown is at the 
major intersection of several highways that service Maryland, Pennsylvania, New Jersey and New York. This 
infrastructure expansion would assist with creating jobs for the communities and also function as a staple to the 
economic productivity for surrounding businesses. The city of Hagerstown, Maryland and the state of 
Pennsylvania provide some of the top labor markets in the region due to workforce demographics and wages, 
creating long term sustainability. The expansion of I-81 would increase quality life, freight transportation and 
make the highway safe for emergency services providing room for accident assistance. The expansion of I-81, 
would benefit transportation needs servicing states from New York to Virginia. This grant would help assist 
with the funding of the expansion of I-81 to not only benefit the daily commute of the residents but the overall 
quality of life for these families.  

NorthPoint has a passion for the people, but especially in Hagerstown, we are excited to participate in helping 
the city achieve funding to benefit their city’s economic development. This application represents the unified 
partnership of Washington County, the Maryland Department of Transportation and the business development 
of local and national companies.  

Sincerely, 

Brent Miles, Chief Marketing Officer 
NorthPoint Development 
4825 NW 41st St Suite #500 
Riverside, Mo 64150 64150 
www.beyondthecontract.com  
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March 1, 2021 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
RE: I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connections: Providing Opportunities for Economic Growth, Equitable Job 
Access, and Improved Safety 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

I write to offer my full support for the I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection project, a joint application of 
the Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT) and Washington County for the Infrastructure for Rebuilding 
America (INFRA) grant program. This project will improve operational capacity and mobility needs, as well as 
address critical safety concerns along this designated freight corridor in Maryland’s rural, Appalachian region. It 
also completes a long-planned county road that connects Interstate 81 with MD 63 via Halfway Boulevard, 
unlocking business development opportunities and equitable access to jobs, and providing alternative routes for 
freight traffic to both I-81 and I-70, improving regional freight mobility.  
 
The I-81 Corridor in Maryland no longer meets system performance requirements, resulting in a disruptive 
bottleneck that negatively affects the movement of freight along this nationally significant corridor. I-81 is estimated 
to carry 12 percent of the country's Gross Domestic Product per year. The Maryland portion alone carries more than 
19,400 trucks per day, which falls within the top 1% of truck volume by lane mile in the entire nation. Truck volume 
will only continue to increase with the boom in logistic companies opening up in the region. Further, this has proven 
to be critical this past year during the COVID-19 health crisis with getting essential items delivered throughout the 
region and around our nation. 
 
The widening of I-81 from MD 68 to beyond I-70, done in conjunction with the extension of Halfway Boulevard, 
will be an enormous boost to the regional economy. An investment in this project will support thousands of existing 
jobs already in the corridor and promote additional employment opportunities, all of which are accessible to the 
most challenged populations in the quad-state region and adjacent Opportunity Zones. This project will also enable 
the development of new business parks, increase freight access and connectivity, expand critically needed truck 
parking, and reduce traffic congestion, travel times, air pollution, and safety hazards. Further, as an Electric Vehicle 
(EV) Ready corridor, I-81 connects to a network of EV charging locations in Maryland, Pennsylvania, West 
Virginia, and Virginia as green technology is advanced in the region to combat climate change. As an owner of an 
electric car, this is a real asset to me when traveling. 
 
We appreciate your strong consideration of this joint application for the I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight 
Connection Project. This application represents the strong partnership between Maryland, Washington County, and 
the private sector to leverage all available resources to complete this priority project. A federal investment in our 
community will help ensure that I-81 remains a national asset for freight movement for decades to come – safely 
and responsibly moving critical goods and services around our nation. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Carolyn J. Raber 
Manager 
Ten Thousand Villages Hagerstown 
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The Honorable Pete Buttigieg                                                                                           February 26, 2021 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Subject:  Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) Grant Program I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight 
Connection: Providing Opportunities for Economic Growth, Equitable Job Access, and Improved 
Safety.  
  
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
The Hagerstown/Washington County Convention and Visitors Bureau (CVB) supports the effort to improve the 
Maryland portion of Interstate Highway 81. Maryland has submitted an Infrastructure for Rebuilding America 
(INFRA) grant application for I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection: Providing Opportunities for Economic 
Growth, Equitable Job Access, and Improved Safety to assist in the funding of this critical infrastructure 
improvement. The CVB supports this application and encourages its approval and funding.       
Much has been stated about the need for improvements on Interstate 81 in Washington County Maryland. 
Safety is the highest priority concern, reliability, convenience, efficiency, supporting industry and generating 
commerce are also valid justifications and urgent needs. A failed highway puts us and many of our endeavors 
at risk including travel and tourism. Hagerstown and Washington County have a robust travel and tourism 
economy, National and State Parks are big attractions. We have recently enhanced our promotion of 
Underground Railroad sites, The John Brown Raid Headquarters, The Doleman Black Heritage Museum, and 
our historic African American residential district The Johnathan Street Corridor. All these Washington County 
destinations can be accessed from I-81.  

Traveling a short distance or the length of the east coast 80,000 vehicles pass through Washington County on 
I-81 each day. The Convention and Visitors Bureau works hard to lure a percentage of those 80,000 vehicles 
into some of the 2,200 hotels rooms that support our tourism trade.  Last year $40 million was spent on lodging 
in Washington County more than $109,000/day much of it left here by travelers on I-81. In Washington County 
8 to 10% percent of the workforce is employed in tourism many along the I-81 corridor. We lure travelers off of 
I-81 by promoting the most efficient and attractive exits that a traveler could find. Quality hotels, dozens of 
restaurants, fuel, fast food, and an abundance of quality retail shopping opportunities serve tourists very well. 
The Convention and Visitors Bureau is delivering 2.75 million ads to travelers on I-81 in annually between 
Harrisburg PA and Woodstock VA. If you’re traveling in this area and search on your smart phone or tablet for 
amenities our ads appear.  

We need to improve I-81 and exploit it to grow our tourism economy. We need to design safe and attractive 
exits that invite travelers in to explore all we have to offer. 

Sincerely,  

 
Dan Spedden, President 

76



77



78



 
 
 

March 12, 2021 

 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
RE: I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connections: Providing Opportunities for Economic Growth, 
Equitable Job Access, and Improved Safety 
 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

I’m writing in support of the I-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection project, a joint 
application of the Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT) and Washington County for 
the Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) grant program.  
 
I urge you to support this project as an engine of economic opportunity for this region. My 
particular interest is in African American history and heritage, including heritage tourism. In 
recent years my colleagues and I have uncovered vibrant history of the Underground Railroad, 
Freedman’s Bureau, and Civil Rights movement, situated in Washington County. 
Preservationists and community leaders have brought attention and resources to populations that 
are historically underserved by tourism and grants. Access to these historic and tourism sites 
depends on the safety and efficiency of I-81 and its connecting roads.  
 
In addition, the safety of I-81 is important to me as a resident of Washington County. I actively 
avoid driving on I-81, because it’s so dangerous, and my friends and family members also avoid 
it. The human toll in deaths and injuries on this highway is a major reason why I urge you to 
support the grant to improve it.  
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
Emilie Amt, D.Phil. 
Hildegarde Pilgram Professor of History 
Hood College 
401 Rosemont Avenue 
Frederick, MD 21701 
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Washington County 

OFFICE OF THE COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR 

March 19, 2021 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Secretary of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, D.C. 20590 

Subject: Infrastructure for Rebuilding America Grant Program - 1-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight 
Connection 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

I am writing to express my strong support of the ongoing effort of the Maryland Department of 

Transportation State Highway Administration (MDOT SHA) to widen 1-81 in Maryland to six 

lanes along the 12-mile section between West Virginia and Pennsylvania. The Potomac River 

Bridge and Phase 1 Widening to Exit 1 on 1-81 was completed in 2020 in collaboration with the 

West Virginia Department of Transportation. Washington County, MDOT SHA, and other private 

stakeholders have been working on the application for the Infrastructure for Rebuilding 

America (INFRA) grant program for the 1-81 Phase 2 1-81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection 

Project from Exit 1 to Exit 5 (Halfway Boulevard Extended). 

Washington County and MDOT SHA are seeking this grant to bridge the gap in construction 

funding for a project to address critical safety and traffic issues by expanding capacity and 

improving interchanges along this designated freight corridor in the Appalachian region. The 1- 

81/Halfway Boulevard Freight Connection Project includes two components: a much-needed 

widening and upgrade of a 3 .5-mile section of 1-81, and a 0.6-mile extension of Halfway Boulevard 

to meet Maryland State Route 63 approximately 0.4 miles north of its interchange with 1-70. This 

will create a new link between interstate interchanges on 1-81 and I-70, opening land for 

development along this new road segment. 

1-81 is essential to moving freight on the east coast, and thousands of regional jobs in Maryland,

West Virginia, and Pennsylvania are dependent on 1-81 to transport freight through Western

Maryland. The I-81 corridor in Maryland slows the movement of freight in a corridor that is

estimated to carry as much as 12 percent of the country's Gross Domestic Product each year. The

Maryland portion ofl-81 alone carries more than 19,400 trucks per day, which falls within the top

1 percent of truck volume by lane mile in the entire nation. The 1-81 Corridor Widening Project

will increase operational capacity and position the corridor to serve as a national asset for freight

movement for the next several decades.

100 West Washington Street, Suite 1101 I Hagerstown, MD 21740 I P: 240.313.2200 I F: 240.313.2201 I TDD: 711 
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