Holiday Travel Tips from the Maryland Department of Transportation

Highways
· Travel during off-peak hours to avoid significant delays.  Typically, off-peak hours include:
· Tuesday and Wednesday -- before 6 a.m. and after 11 p.m.
· Thursday through Sunday -- before 9 a.m. and after 9 p.m.
· If your vehicle becomes disabled, remove the vehicle as far as possible from the travel lanes.  
· Call #77 or 911 in an emergency (when able to safely make the call).
· Check over your vehicle’s tires and fluids. Pack supplies and an emergency kit.  Have a backup plan for an alternate route.
· To help keep travelers moving safely on Maryland roads, the state is taking the following measures:
· All planned lane closures have been suspended from Wednesday, Nov. 23 to Monday, Nov. 28 at 9 a.m.
· Maryland’s Emergency Traffic Patrols, sponsored by State Farm, will be assisting motorists in need in designated areas throughout the state. 
· Maryland’s CHART website – www.traffic.md.gov – includes access to hundreds of cameras, weather information, real-time lane closures and much, much more.
· Maryland Transportation Authority Police will target impaired, aggressive and distracted drivers, seatbelt violators and criminal activity.

Highway Safety
· Driving demands your full attention.  Keep your eyes on the road.
· Drive sober and plan for a sober ride home.  Use transit, call a cab or a rideshare service.
· Always buckle up: every seat, every time, day and night.
· Park the phone before you drive and look up and look out for pedestrians.
· It Can Wait!  Pull over to call, text or use an electronic device. In Maryland, having a safe place to call or text is only a rest stop away.  

Air Travel - Baltimore/Washington International Thurgood Marshall Airport:
· Passengers should be prepared:
· Be in the airport two hours ahead of scheduled departure.
· Pack carefully.  Check TSA’s website - www.TSA.gov - for what you can/can’t bring through checkpoints.
· Local motorists picking up arriving family members or friends should either park in the Hourly Garage or use the upper level / departures roadway to avoid possible congestion along the arrivals roadway.
· Any of the A, B, or C checkpoints serve all airline gates on those concourses, so choose the shortest checkpoint line to access any of those gates.

Transit - Maryland Transit Administration (MTA)
· Customers are advised that on Thanksgiving Day, the MTA will operate on its Holiday Schedule/Sunday schedule for Local Bus, Metro Subway, and Light Rail.  Visit www.mta.maryland.gov and click on Thanksgiving Day Service.
· There will be no MARC Train or Commuter Bus Service on Thanksgiving.
· Mobility Service will operate on a Holiday Schedule.  All standing rides are canceled.
· Customers must call the Mobility Call Center, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., at 410-764-8181 to reschedule November 24 rides.

Cruising - Port of Baltimore:
· Plan carefully and arrive early.
· Put a small shovel in your car’s trunk, in case you return from your 80 degrees in the Caribbean to find ice or snow on your car.
· Also, pack a winter jacket, gloves, long pants and a sweater!  Remember it’s not going to be 80 and sunny here when you return!
###
